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EGYPT 


NATIONAL PARTY'S ECONOMIC POLICIES CRITICIZED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 7 Jan 85 p 5 
{Editorial by Muhammad al~Hayawan: "Word of Love" ] 


[Text] Some parties rely on the forgetfulness of the masses and this is why 
they act contrary to their election programs, and even swerve from them. The 
parties imagine that the masses forget and do not remember or recall. 


The Wafd Party, for example, declares in its election program that it sup- 
ports the free economy and that it is against the socialist prosecutor and 
calls for the abolition of his office. But the party then forgets this and 
its paper supports the socialist prosecutor against the minister of economy, 
against the money changers and against the free economy, even though this is 
a fundamental issue in al-Wafd's program. 


There is also a fundamental difference between the program of the Grouping 
Party and that of the National Party. In its program, the Grouping Party de- 
mands the abolition of imports without money remittances, the restriction on 
imports generally and a continuation of the subsidy as it is, whereas the 
National Party's program speaks of streamlining the subsidy and the imports 
and of underlining the open-door economic policy. All this was said last May. 
Exactly 9 months later, the National Party has adopted the Grouping Party's 
policy and program. 


It is well known that restricting imports immediately opens the door to smug- 
gling and takes us back to the era of the closed-door policy when we longed 
for tea and toothpaste. The suitcase vendors were aware of this weakness in 
us and have inundated the market with trivial, but very expensive, goods. 


It is also well known that restricting imports will open the door to quotas 
and that the influential people will have the opportunity to engage in the 
business of selling import permits. The system of quotas always leads to 

the flourishing of the black market and to increases in the cost of goods. 
Let.us imagine that a fortunate fellow obtains a permit to import metal 
sheets, sells this commodity to a plant owner and makes profit; it is natural 
that this profit will increase the cost to the consumer. The game of permits 
will be managed from above and the people below will suffer from it. 

















The closed-door policy will revive the habit of putting savings under floor 
tiles because an Egyptian returning from abroad will not give us his savings 
easily. If the prices of these savings are not up to what he dreams of, he 
will hide these savings under a tile for a while. 


Moreover, the schemes to smuggle currency abroad may become active again and 
savings may be smuggled abroad at black market prices for the benefit of 
those who wish to flee the closed-door economic system. 


Dealing with the Arab money changers will shift the center of control of the 
Egyptians’ savings from Egypt itself to the outside world. The ease with 
which these savings have been entering, with which they are deposited in the 
banks and with which they are taken out has caused such savings to flow into 
the country and to be used for the purpose of importation without money re- 
mittances under the supervision of the Central Bank. But now the center of 
control over these savings will move to the outside world, to the Arab money 
changers. 


The beginning is well known. Things started with the rise in the dollar 


prices, with the closing of the money changers’ accounts and with the upheava! 


which shook the market. When we tried to reform matters, we opened more 
dangerous doors and we returned to an era which we had tried and rejected, 
as proven by the fact that the Grouping Party has not entered the People's 
Assembly because its economic program was rejected by the masses. 
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CSO: 4504/173 














JPRS-NEA-85-030 
28 February 1985 


EGYPT 


ISRAEL'S FALASHA AIR LIFT FROM ETHIOPIA DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL~AHRAM in Arabic 7 Jan 85 p 7 
(Editorial: "What Is Behind Translocation of Falasha"] 


[Text] The report which leaked a few days ago about a Europea airline en- 
gaged in transporting Ethiopia's Jews, called the Falasha, to Israel and 
about this airline being compelled to suspend its mass translocation opera- 
tion through the air bridge it established between Ethiopia and Tel Aviv has 
more than one meaning. 


First, considering that Ethiopia is suffering from the drought that has de- 
stroyed both crop and man and has caused and continues to cause the death of 
innocent children in the tens of thousands, wouldn't it be humanely more be- 
fitting of Israel to direct its efforts at fighting the starvation and exert- 
ing efforts to save all of Ethiopia's children and people without discrimina- 
tion instead of focusing these efforts as of last November on saving only 
Ethiopia's Jews and on translocating them speedily through an air bridge set 
up quickly on agreement with a European airline? Starvation does not make 

a distinction between the Falasha and others. But Israel has decided to save 
the Jews and forget the others and to confine its concern to its kinsmen to 
the exclusion of others. 


Second, if Israel has been able so far, as the acting head of the Jewish 
Agency said, to transport 10,000 Falashas to its territories, then may we ask 
where they will be absorbed, whether they will be absorbed inside Israel or 
in the territories occupied by Israel, or will this absorption be accomplish- 
ed at the expense of evicting Arab citizens from their lands? 


Third, this strange atmosphere of secrecy which Israel has imposed on trans- 
locating Ethiopia's Jews through an air bridge established by a European air- 
line is not reassuring and does not bespeak of a noble purpose. Rather, it 
has the atmosphere of conspiracy. 


If Israel truly wishes to live in peace and as a good neighbor with the area's 
countries, then why doesn't it replace its narrow perspective through which 

it sees only the pains and suffering of the Jews by a comprehensive humani- 
tarian perspective and why doesn't it replace its secretive methods by open 
and frank methods? 
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SPONSOR OF PERSONAL STATUS LAW DISCUSSES AMENDING IT 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 4 Jan 85 p 15 


[Article by Mahmud Mahdi: ''Five Years After Promulgation of Personal Status 
Law, Dr 'Abd-al-Mun'im al-Nimr, One of Law's Sponsors, Says: It Has Become 
Necessary To Amend Law To Fill Gaps That Have Materialized During Implementa- 
tion" ] 


[Text] Since the promulgation of Personal Status Law No 44 of 1977, the talk 
about this law has not ceased, either in support of or opposition to it. Now 
that 5 years have passed in its application, we find that some of those who 
supported the law have turned to demanding the amendment of some of the arti- 
cles of this law. 


Because we know that consideration is given at a high level to the idea of 
amendment, the supervisor of the Religious Thought Page went to His Eminence 
Dr 'Abd-al-Mun'im al-Nimr, one of the sponsors of this law, to explore his 
opinion on amending some provisions of the personal status law. His eminence 
said: 


The concept of amending any positive or Shari'a law in light of the experi- 
ence of its application is an ever-present one. Expcrience is the best test 
for any law. But it must be understood that the personal status laws are 
always derived from the opinions of the religious creeds and opinions which 
the sponsors consider more suitable for the circumstances. If it becomes 
obvious from application that such laws leave an impact incompatible with the 
circumstances, they are amended on the basis of a different opinion, also 
derived from the religious creeds, which the sponsors find more suitable. 
This is how the successive personal status laws have been amended since 1880 
and until the present. 


Dr al-Nimr added that it must be stressed that the scholars formulating these 
laws may not swerve from the Shari'a or from any opinion it contains. Those 
who say that some of the provisions of this law are in conflict with the 
Shari'a are either tendentious or lack knowledge of the opinions of the reli- 
gious creeds. This law's explanatory note demonstrates how it is derived 
from the opinions of the religious creeds. 











But even though this law, and any Shari'a law at that, is founded on the 
opinions of the religious creeds, this does not preclude reexamining the law 
in light ot experience and selecting other Shari'a opinions which we find 
more compatible, which fill the gaps and which prevent some people, both men 
and women, from misusing some articles of the law. 


ihe truth, Dr al-Nimr says, is that the experience and my followup on the 
ipplication of the law in the past 5 years have put in front of me a picture 
ot the misuse of the law by some wives, as well as a picture of the gaps 
exploited by some people. This has convinced me of the need for an initia- 
tive for an amendment that prevents misuse and that blocks the gaps. 


'welve Forms otf Misuse of Law 


[f asked lis Eminence Dr 'Abd-al-Mun'im al-Nimr about these gaps and about the 
manifestations of misuse. His eminence said in reply: 


For example, Article 5/5 states that "insofar as the wife is concerned, the 
consequences of the divorce shall go into effect as of the date on which she 
is notified of it." I believe that the "consequences of the divorce" must 
be qualified with the word "financial." As for the time during which a 
livorce must wait before she remarries, it should start as of the date on 
which the divorce occurs. I say that "financial" should be added because 
men conceal the divorce only for the purpose of foiling the wife's right to 
inheritance or other rights. The al-Hanafi creed has determined that the 
consequences shall begin as of the time the wife is notified so as to foil 
the husband's evil purpose. 


Kegarding Article 6/6, which states that "it is damaging to a wife if her 
husband marries a second wife without her consent," Dr al-Nimr said that even 
his paragraph is founded on a Shari'a principle from the creeds of 
imams Malik, ibn Hanbal and ibn Taymiyah, all the legislators of the law have 
done is to abbreviate procedures followed by the judge and culminating with 
his decision. The legislators have considered this "damage" a psychological 
lamage pertaining to the wife's feelings-~damage for which the judge may not 
sk for proof from witnesses or for material evidence. The final say thus 
becomes the wife's say, not that of witnesses. But I feel that the abbrevia- 
tion of these procedures has denied the judge the chance to try to reconcile 
the couple and to appoint two arbiters who may be able to convince the wife 

to keep the relationship, even with a second wife. 


This is why I believe that we should amend this article so that we may permit 
a wife whose husband has married a second wife to apply to the judge for 
separation and may give the judge the opportunity to follow the reconcilia- 
tion procedures and to appoint two arbiters who have utmost influence with 
the wife. The judge will then make his decision in light of the two arbiters’ 


This, according to Dr al-Nimr, is almost the same as the stipulation of 
\rticle 133 of the law approved by the Islamic Research Academy on 22 October 


175 and Article 128 of the unified bill for Egypt and Sudan which was 











sponsored by a number of prominent ulema from Egypt and Sudan, which was ap- 
proved by the legislative committees of the Egyptian and Sudanese assemblies 
and which was ratified by the two assemblies. 


State Supplies Housing 
What Then? 


Dr al-Nimr said: As for Article 4 concerning housing for the children and 
their custodian, some women with children have abused this article and have 
resorted to threatening and harming their husbands so that they may divorce 
them and so that the wives may deny these husbands the apartments for which 
they have paid. 


Even though we pointed out at the time this law was under consideration that 
this article better fits into the housing law, it was still kept in this 
law. 


In light of this poor behavior on the part of some wives, of the well-known 
conditions of the housing crisis and of the legal stipulation that the ex- 
penses of the children and their custodian, including the expenses of housing, 
shall be shouldered by the husband, I believe that the position of the husband 
and father must be taken into consideration in a manner that is not in con- 
flict with the Shari'a. The religious courts require the husband to provide 
housing for the estranged wife, with the husband and those in his custody 

and his dependents, including parents or younger brothers, living in one or 
two rooms of the house and with the children and their custodian [divorced 
wife] living in one or two other rooms in the house and with all sharing the 
use of the utilities. Two or more families are nowadays living in one apart- 
ment because of the circumstances. Each of the two wives should consider the 
fact that there are strangers living with her in the house and should be dis- 
creet in appearing before them. 


Even though this arrangement creates some problems, necessity has its dic- 
tates. In our present condition, we face a necessity whose dictates we must 
take into account and submit to. This is why I say that the prosecution and 
the judiciary may rule for maintaining the status quo when a case is sub- 
mitted to them until conditions improve and either the husband or wife can 
obtain separate housing. This may be beneficial in terms of the father keep- 
ing in touch with the upbringing of his children and of their not being 
totally separated from him---separation which may generate hatred or estrange- 
ment. 


I believe that it is the duty of the government authorities to allocate a 

part of the housing they build for the children and their divorced custodian, 
with the husband staying in the apartment for which he has worked hard. This 
amendment, I believe, deals with misuse on the part of some wives and provides 
both sides, should the situation culminate in divorce, with as much comfort 

as possible under these special conditions. We must not forget that we are 
experiencing a severe housing crisis which we must take into consideration 

and according to whose dictates we must deal with the issues as well as we 
can. Necessities permit the impermissible. 
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MUSTAFA KAMIL MURAD DISCUSSES FREE CURRENCY MARKET 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 7 Jan 85 pp 1, 6 
[Editorial by Mustafa Kamil Murad: "Al-Sa'id and New Decision"] 


[Text] It is indubitable that the government achieved unprecedented success 
when Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id issued his historic decree establishing the currency 
market and the decisions regulating this market, despite the numerous comments 
which could be made on these decisions. There is no doubt that this is, in 
our opinion as an opposition party, a big success for Kamal Hasan ‘Ali's 
cabinet in its lst year. 


The importance of this decree derives from the fact that it regulates the 
country's foreign currency resources in a dynamic manner compatible with the 
foreign currency changes, especially the changes in the dollar, for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 


First, before the issuance of this decree, the dollar, which is the master of 
the free currencies, had several prices which fluctuated violently, especially 
in the free dollar market which is beyond the Central Bank Center, i.e., be- 
yond the revenues from oil, cotton and rice exports and the revenues of the 
Suez Canal and the Sumed Pipeline. These revenues, which exceed $3 billion, 
have maintained their old price of 70 piasters per dollar and have been used 
for the importation of supplies. However, it is the opinion of the Liberal 
Party that the price of the dollar in this pool should be raised from 70 to 

80 piasters so as to bring the price of the Central Bank pool closer to the 
currency market price. 


Second, the decree has added to the commercial currency market the revenues 
of the Commercial Banks Center, which accrues from the revenues of the com- 
modity exports (excluding cotton, rice and oil) such as fruits, vegetables, 
textiles and other manufactured exports, in addition to the revenues of tour- 
ism and of the other services, with the exception of the revenues from mari- 
time shipping and air travel fares. This is on top of the revenues accruing 
from the remittances of Egyptians working abroad. All this means that the 
decree has expanded the sphere of the commercial market, has regulated its 
transactions and has the foreign currency prices posted daily by a special- 
ized committee headed by the Central Bank and including members from the pub- 
lic sector banks and from a number of joint and private banks. This is a 











sound step. However, it is our opinion that the membership of the banks 
should last for 3 months instead of 6, i.e., it should be every quarter in- 
stead of every half-year. 


Third, the decree regulating the currency market has prevented those who 

have special accounts in dollars from using these accounts in import trans- 
actions so as to enrich the current market and increase its revenues from 

the owners of these accounts who will have to sell to the currency market 

and will have to resort to it for their foreign currency needs in case they 
wish to engage in import transactions instead of using their accounts direct- 
ly. However, there is criticism to be addressed to this particular point, 
considering that it is some sort of restriction on the owners of dollar ac- 
counts that prevents them from using these accounts in import transactions. 


Fourth, the maritime accounts, (i.e., maritime shipping fares), and airline 
ticket fares continue to maintain their old price (84 piasters per dollar) 
out of the government's desire not to raise air travel and maritime shipping 
fares. This is a sound step if the government can secure the dollars needed 
to convert this account, which has not been converted for a long time and 
which has created a severe bottleneck in the availability of free currencies 
to the Egyptian maritime companies in particular. 


Fifth, the creation of the commercial currency market has been one of the 
objectives of the Liberal Party program on the basis that the open-door 
policy must be supported by an organized currency market that leads to in- 
creasing the flow of foreign currency into the country, thus reducing the 
deficit in the balance of payments and providing a supply of free currencies 
that help increase production by securing the free currencies needed to im- 
port industrial and agricultural production requirements and production 
equipment. 


Sixth, the price of the dollar for the Arab, foreign and Egyptian investors 
who are subject to the provisions of Law No 43 of 1974 governing investment 
has not been made clear yet. We hope that a decision clarifying and setting 
this price will be issued. 


Seventh, there is no doubt that the manner in which the market is managed 

and the dynamism of the market will have the biggest impact on the success 

of the currency market and on its achievement of its main objectives, the 
most important of which is the objective of setting a realistic price for the 
dollar versus the Egyptian pound to attract, rather than repel, savings, in 
addition to unifying the prices of foreign currencies instead of having the 
multiplicity of prices that has prevailed for a long time. 


Last, but not least, Dr Mustafa Kamil al-Sa'id, the man who issued the new 
decree, has come up with something new and has achieved for the government 
the first success that affects the life of the Egyptian citizen, the cost of 
living, the foreign trade, the budget deficit and the increase of production. 
Despite the fevocious campaign to which he has been subjected recently, Dr 
al-Sa'id has proven that he is a top-notch democrat, that he is capable of 
strongly and firmly facing the storms to which he is subjected and that he 











has been able to make the most difficult political decision that has fared 
the current cabinet--a decision which the previous governments were unable to 
make. This proves that the democratic experience in Egypt is moving forth 
with steady steps despite all the difficulties that it may encounter at the 
outset. 
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NEW CURRENCY EXCHANGE REGULATIONS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM in Arabic 4 Jan 85 p 6 


[Article by Usamah Saraya: "Independent Foreign Currency Center of Authorized 
Banks Will Do Business At Announced Exchange Rate" ] 


[Text] At the beginning of the press conference, held yesterday by Dr Mustafa 
al-Sa'id, the minister of the economy, to confirm the new ministerial decrees 
to reorganize the currency market in Egypt, he clarified a number of basic 
points, the most important being that the economic issue occupies top priority 
in the concerns of the political leadership, as well as the concerns of Pres- 
ident Husni Mubarek and the National Party. This is in the framework of 
achieving the goals of the 5-year plan and the strong desire to change the 
economic open-door policy to a production open-door policy, together with con- 
centrating on the social dimensions of the open-door policy. 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id said that we have a strong banking system and that in 
accordance with our situation, the banks occupy a position of considerable 
importance, since they are the most important of the economic sectors, if com- 
pared in terms of volume, deposits and credit. One must also add to that the 
ability and skills of those working in the banking system. As proof, it is 
enough to say that as of last September, we had deposits valued at $8 billion 
in our banks. Therefore, the banking system has a capability that must be 
made the most of, in order to achieve the goals of the economic development 
plan and to convert the economic open door to production while stressing the 
social dimensions. 


Therefore, Egypt's plan to achieve that has three basic principles: 


1. Concentrate on the Central Bank's capability and supervision over all the 
banks, and achieve its independence and control over banks operating in Egypt. 


2. Direct the banking system to adhere to the principles of credit, whether 
regarding the amount of credit or pertaining to regulations and guarantees. 


10 








3. Work toward the banking system's discipline with regard to dealing with 


foreign currency. 


Through laws, we have been completely successful in achieving the first two 
principles, through the support of the Central Bank and the promulgation of 
law No 50 for 1984, which confirmed the independence of the Central Bank. In 
addition to that, statistics show that all the banks are adhering to applica- 
tion of the credit principles. As for the third principle, with regard to 
reorganizing the currency market, we have made considerable progress toward 
achieving this since the second half of 1984, by smashing the monopoly of 
merchants and currency brokers’ dealings in foreign currency. In March 1984, 
the door was opened for the banking system to deal in the free market, buying 
and selling foreign currency, in order to satisfy the foreign currency needs 
of the public and private sectors for importing purposes. This experience was 
fruitful. "It made clear to us the measures required to develop this system 
and achieve the ultimate goal, as well as the difficulties that obstruct its 
deve lopment." 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id, the minister of economy and trade, stated that the new 
organization of the currency market does not mean devaluation of the 83-piaster 
Egyptian pound, which stays as it is for a group of currencies. "However, we 
have shifted dealing in the currency market from the illegal black market to 
the banks." 


One of the reporters questioned whether that did not mean recognizing reality, 
and the minister replied, "no, we did not recognize reality, but we have rec- 
Ognized the merchants and currency brokers. They are reality. However, we 
have reorganized the currency market to make it agree with reality." 


[Importing Without Converting Currency 


The question was raised on whether, in accordance with the new system, import- 
ing without converting currency was abolished, 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id, minister of economy: "Tf we define importing without con- 
verting currency as being importing from private sources of foreign currency, 
that is, buying currency from the free market for importing purposes, then in 
accordance with this definition, it has been abolished. Importing in Egypt 
will be through the banks and in the Egyptian pound. The banks will make the 
foreign currency arrangements, in order to satisfy the needs of the private 
sector." 


Monetary Fund's Position 


In reply to a question about the Monetary Fund's position, and whether there 
were consultations with it concerning applying the new policy, the minister of 
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the economy said that economic policy in Egypt was designed by the government 
and determined in accordance with our economic situation and Egyptian economic 
needs. "When we drew up this policy, it might or might not have been in accord 
with the Monetary Fund or the World Bank." 


"Despite our desire to improve our economic relations with the international 
Organizations, this does not interfere with our policy. However, this new 
policy undoubtedly will have a positive effect on improving our relations with 
the Monetary Fund." 


The minister was asked if we had obtained a monetary cover from the Fund, in 
order to apply this policy. The minister said: "We do not need that. We have 
sufficient resources. As sufficient evidence of that, the banking system has 


deposits of some $8 billion." 


"T shall say again that we drew up our policy based on our needs and not of the 
need to reach an agreement with the Monetary Fund or any other organization," 


With regard to freeing the Egyptians’ foreign currency deposits, the minister 
cf the economy announced several important decisions. The most important of 
these cecisions gives exporters the right to use the revenue gained from their 

- exports to import the materials required to develop their export industries. 
It was also decided to sell an amount of up to 50 percent to a consortium of 
commercial banks for export of citrus fruits, onions, potatoes and peanuts, at 
new flexible prices, so that the exporters will benefit. 


Tourism and a New Step 


With respect to tourism, tourists will be able to exchange foreign currency at 
new, flexible rates. This change is an important privilege for them, in order 

to push tourism and maintain the source of foreign currency derived from tourists, 
instead of this money circulating in the black market. However, we would still 
retain a $150 fee that the tourist coming to Egypt would have to change at the 
83-pLlaster rate. 


Dr Mustafa al-Sa'id, the minister of economy, has issued four executive decrees 
for monetary policy, importing, and freeing the.bank deposits of Egyptians trom 
all restrictions. The first decree includes forming a committee to set th 
Egyptian pound's exchange rate against foreign currencies, in accordance with 


daily supply and demand. In order to implement that, the committee will meet 
every morning to announce the new buying and selling rates and will immediately 
inform all the banks dealing with this matter. The second decree pertains to 


restricting to banks only the right to convert currency for importing purposes. 
The importer will pay the amount in Egyptian pounds. In addition, it reduces 
the amount of monetary insurance for importing by as much as one-half, provided 
that the importer receives it in Egyptian pounds. 
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As for the third decree, it regulates the use of private resources and frees 
up the Egyptians’ foreign currency deposits by not distinguishing, when 
accounts are opened, between money of known sources and unknown sources, and 
by not giving any privileges to private account holders with respect to im- 


porting. The last decree pertains to reorganizing foreign currency operations 
and their implementing regulations. 
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MENERAL RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT, SUBSIDY PROBLEMS VIEWED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic No 1468, 21 Dec 84 pp 52, 53 
L\Text] News of mineral resource discoveries in Egypt has been constant 


throughout the past month, and this news has coincided with discussion in the 
Egyptian papers about "correcting subsidies." 





Regarding the mineral resource discoveries, Egyptian Minister of Petroleum and 
Mineral Resources ‘'Abd-al-Hadi Qandil has announced that ten new oilfields 
began production during the last fiseal year, which helped the petroleum 
sector to achieve a balance of payments surplus of $2,327,000,000, an increase 
of 5 percent over the previous fiscal year, and this despite the drop in world 
Oil prices. 


Tce Egyptian minister said that Egyptian crude oil production currently is 
estimated at about 902,000 b/d, including natural gases that equal 100,000 
vb/d. This means that for the past fiscal year production reached 41.9 million 
tons. 


Concerning other mineral exploitation, Qandil announced that Egypt now has 95 
gold mines, over 1 billion tons of phosphate, billions of tons of gypsum and 
Silicon used for glass manufacturing, 7nd new zine and copper mines Located in 
the southeast of the Sinai. 


On the occasion of the first international conference for the evaluation of 
Egypt's mineral, oil and underground water resources, the minister said that 
his country has many minerals under its soil that require advanced 
technological methods for their extraction and exploitation. He stated that 
satellite photography had been taken of 85 percent of Egypt's territory, and 
that geological survey maps had been prepared for 65 percent of the Land area. 
He added tnat more than half a million samples of geological formations are 
currently being analyzed in the analysis Laboratories of the Surveying 
Authority. He reiterated that his government's policy gives priority to the 
extraction of raw materials that are currently being imported from abroad. The 
goal of this is to achieve self-sufficiency in these materials and export the 
surplus to world markets. 


However, the optimistic picture that is painted of Egypt's mineral 
capabilities is still darkened by the shadow of the subsidy burden. gyptian 














officials never fail to miss the opportunity to remind that subsidies still 
drain the greater portion of any growth in the national income. Based on this 
premise, it was not unusual that the news of Egypt's mineral capacities was 
accompanied with a clear heightening in the tone of the ongoing debate about 
official subsidies and the necessity of "correcting" them. Even the 
universities have entered the fray recently by preparing academic studies of 
this “urgent national issue." 


The first of these studies revealed surprising conclusions, the foremost being 
thats: 


-- 23 percent of the populace do not need subsidies at all. By way of 
correction, the subsidies burden can be reduced 33 percent from the current 
amount. This would be the equivalent of about 220 million Egyptian pounds in 
subsidies allocations. 


-- The subsidies policy cannot take world prices alone into consideration and 
ignore social circumstances. It is necessary to steady local economic 
fluctuations. 


-- It is necessary to apply "more equitable" policies in redistributing the 
national income in the interest of the low income level groups and "more 
determined" policies of collecting taxes and debts to the state from those who 
are able. 


-- It is necessary for the National Authority for Oversight and Planning to 
conduct pericdic reviews of salary and price levels. 


-- "Correcting" the course of subsidization must take place in the context 
of a national policy of financial and economic reform to solve the fundamental 
economic problem. 


-- Low income Egyptians and those who need subsidies must be compensated with 
financial aid to replace the current subsidies in the event that they are 
eliminated. 


Observers of Egyptian economic news note that between Egypt's promised 
economic future and its current reality lies a decision, whose announcement is 
awaiting the appropriate opportunity. This leads one to believe that the 
current period is preparation for a shift that is coming in the Egyptian 
subsidies policy. 
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COUNTRY'S EMIGRATION POLICY CRITICIZED 

Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 20 Dec 84 p 3 

[Editorial by Ahmad Abu-al-Fath: "God Save Us"] 
[Text] They said not to unearth the past. 


Suddenly the government is not only unearthing the past, but it is exhuming 
from the coffins of dictatorship a law from among the laws that the dictator 
imposed to turn Egypt into a huge prison from which no one can leave except 
those whom the dictator permits to leave. 


No one who wants to work abroad can ever leave Egypt unless he has a work 
contract, and those who have contracts must not try to leave Egypt unless they 
have obtained a work permit from the Egyptian government. The airlines and 
shipping companies are forbidden from selling tickets, and customs agents at 
the airports and ports are forbidden from permitting travel to those who do 
not have a work permit from the Egyptian government! 


They have decided to re-lock the prison. 
Why? 


Yes, why? Why have the fences been rebuilt around Egypt? Why this law that 
causes unlimited hardships for 4 million Egyptians who work abroad? If they 
were prohibited from repatriating their savings to Egypt, the Egyptian economy 
would fall to its complete demise. Why should we prevent someone who wants to 
look for work abroad from traveling when such a person only resorts to travel 
because the regime, which weighs heavy on Egypt's breast, has only provided 
job opportunities to patrons and supporters? Egypt is the poorer for having 
allowed every hypocrite to siphon off the state's money and the people's 
resources however he wishes. 


Tawfiq 'Abd-al-Hayy can confiscate more than 4 million pounds and leave Egypt 
with it, but a young man who only possesses his ambitions cannot leave with 
his skin. Is this reasonable? 


Examples like that of Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy are more common than one imagines, 
and millions of youth live with worries of looking for means to face life. 


16 

















How can the government let those who have embezzled tens of millions leave 
Egypt with the millions [of pounds] that they have pilfered while it prevents 
the youth from answering the noble call of God, the Sublime and Exalted, who 
urged His servants to go forth to all corners of the earth, which He has made 
hospitable to them, and benefit from its surplus. 


God calls on His servants and the government holds them back. And Egypt is 
said to be an Islamic state. 


Feelings of Regression 


Many people repeat with concern and ask in surprise: Will Egypt revert to 
what it was during the dictatorial era? One says: It is indeed surprising 
that the government demands that the past not be revived, then it turns to 
this past to take the most loathsome of its laws and hold it up in the faces 
of Egyptians. It is strange that the government, which wants to deal with the 
rising waves of anger of the Egyptians toward this law, should say that it did 
not originate this law, but that it is an existing law put on the books in 
1958. 


Who is it that is exhuming the past and extracting the worst creations of 
dictatorial rule? A second person says: The government is waving the most 
hideous of weapons in the faces of Egyptians who have borne the burden of 
emigration. The government gives them two choices, both of which are 
extremely bitter. Every emigre must choose between submitting meekly to the 
dictatorship of the law or uprooting himself completely from Egypt, not 
returning to Egypt, and not treading on its soil. He is forbidden from 
visiting his family and friends and from renewing his passport when it 
expires. In other words, the choice is submission or banishment. 


A third says: The government has searched through its old portfolio to find 
laws that will rob Egyptians of their money, and it found this law. Butif 
half, or even one quarter, of the Egyptians working abroad were forced to 
submit to the law and were prevented from repatriating their savings to Egypt, 
this would lead to damage far in excess of what the government would reap from 
imposing this dictatorial law. 


A fourth says: President al-Sadat, may he rest in peace, abolished this law 
and all laws that were imposed during the era that the Egyptian judiciary has 
described as the black era, the era that stripped Egyptians of their 
individual rights. We are surprised to see that the government seems to 
forget the elimination of these laws on 15 May 1971, but it remembers that the 
law was issued in 1958. 


False Gratification...and Neglecting Gratification of Egyptians 


One says: Did you go down al-Jala' Street last Saturday, the day that the 
president went down it? How I wish that the newspaper AL-AHRAM had gone down 
there to see the surprise. The street, which had been dug up everywhere and 
whose sides were covered with piles of garbage, suddenly turned into a street 
with pavement reflecting the sun's rays like a mirror. The garbage had 
disappeared and in its place were cuttings of flowers and decorative plants. 
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How I wish that the president would be so kind as to ask his driver to turn 
and go down a side street so that he could see the glaring difference between 
the road prepared by the authorities for him to pass along and the rest of the 
roads in the capital which are paid no heed because it is only Egyptians that 
pass along then. 


Do you remember when President al-Sadat visited al-Fayyum district? The 
government rented cows from the people, crowded them into a government place 
and claimed that they were the product of government farms. Then President 
al-Sadat discovered the truth of the matter. Does the government imagine that 
President Mubarak will be fooled by paving the roads that he passes along? 


Discussion of Wishes 
Discussion then moved to wishes. 


One said: How I wish that the president's time would include driving every 
day through one of Cairo's districts so that it would be paved, the garbage 
picked up and the puddles of sewage cleaned up. In this way, what the 
Egyptians cannot hope to be achieved without the president spending his time 
this way would be achieved. Of course, the president's time will not be spent 
this way because the problems of the government do not end. 


One interrupts, saying: How I wish that the president would send someone to 
any government office to try to resolve some matter so that he could return 
and inform the president of the Egyptians' dilemma in their dealings with the 
government. 


Another says: How I wish that the president would charge someone with going 
to the authorities to pursue an investment project so that he could learn of 
the nausea that would afflict this person as a result of the unhonored 
requests and the unending complications, all of which would dissuade this 
person from investing or trying to set up any type of project. 


4 fourth says: I don't suppose that there is anyone among those who can 
inform the president of the facts who has tried to reclaim arid land and turn 
it into arable land. Such a person could tell the president the bitter 
reality experienced by everyone who has spent years of toil and tremendous 
sums of money in transforming the arid desert into fertile farmland in hopes 
that the government would grant him ownership of this land at no charge. He 
could tell the president how the minister of agriculture agreed to grant 
ownership, but the minister's orders are worthless because of the demands, 
arbitrary decisions and complications of the civil servants. He could inform 
the president that it would be impossible for him to obtain ownership of the 
land, with or without charge, unless he submitted to everything that he is 
forced to accept. 


Great are the wishes of the people and the burdens they would throw on the 
president... 











Where is the Economy Going? 


Where is the economy headed? Are we regressing to the distant past? Did the 
open door policy end? What is the "rationalization" of imports? These 
questions do not cease to roll off the tongues of the masses who are worried. 


The price of the dollar in the market was 118 girsh; so theminister of 
economy came and announced that the banks would buy the dollar at an official 
price of 112 qirsh. The price of the dollar in the market jumped the same day 
to 125 girsh and aftcr that continued to rise. 


Who would convert his savings at the bank when he could do it at prices better 
than the bank's? 


Did the minister of economy not expect that raising the government price from 
84 to 112 qirsh would lead to an increase in the open market? 


What is stranger than this is that the minister issued a resolution freezing 
the accounts of currency traders, and the price of the dollar jumped to 140 
girsh and even more for dollar accounts that could be converted. 


Does the minister of economy believe that he will force Egyptians with this 
resolution to convert and deposit their savings at the banks at the price that 
he has set? Is it reasonable for him to believe that someone with money will 
refrain from selling it to the highest bidder? 


The result is unprecedented confusion in imports and a frightening shortage of 
dollars that has forced the government to search for lenders to confront the 
crisis. 


There is complete confusion in currency prices. The dollar has four prices 
and perhaps more. Come and let us examine an example of government 
expenditures on investment. The example deals with the most important project 
that has gained the acceptance of Egyptians: chicken farming and eggs 
production. 


The minister of agriculture has agreed with the Union of Egg Producers on a 
price that would provide the producers with a reasonable profit. The Minister 
of Agriculture's actions, however, could not win the acceptance of the 
Minister of Supply, who, without discussion or meeting with the producers, 
imposed a price that is too low to cover the cost of production. The 
producers have tried to make the minister understand that this price would 
lead to destruction and that 600 million Egyptian pounds, most of which is in 
the form of bank loans, have been sunk into the egg production projects. This 
price will surely lead to the producers’ inability to repay the loans, and 
this, in turn, will lead to losses that will not only affect the producers, 
but wil] also affect the banks and will eliminate all desire to invest. The 
minister, however, does not want to hear this and will not turn back. This 
will destroy the returns on investments. 
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The advanccd world allows production to submit to the laws of supply and 
dewand as long as the market is not dominated by a monopoly. Why doesn't the 
minister allow government and private sector production to compete? God only 
knows. 


then Comes the Work Permit Law 


This Jaw comes along to add to the confusion of the currency markets, to the 
actions that might lead to the destruction of the most important investment 
projects, and to the manipulation of imports that frees some producers to 
impose poor quality production on Egyptians. This law, which has been 
rejected by all writers and all Egyptians, makes the people ask: 


Is it truly a regression to the laws that deprived Kgyptians of their 
individual rights? 


Js it truly e regression to political and economic closure? 
God save use.eand after God, may we be saved by the president's effirmation 
that there will be no regression to the past. May our lord help him to 


achieve this. 
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Pf SHANUDAH WELCOMED AS STEP ON PATH OF FREEDOM 


the release of Pope Shanudah. We have demanded this r 
first day of his detention and voiced our demand repeated 
us from all parts of the United States, Europe and Australia 

lem that it is inevitable that the pope would be released fron 
nd would resume his activities. 


Ss arrested, some Copts opposed him. When he was arrested 
trom his position, his opponents became his most ardent sup- 
ppression strengthens, rather than weakens, the oppressed. 
nding on Pope Siianudah's head did not destroy him but rather 
position and status in the hearts of the Copts. 


. What w t note is that the day ‘Umar al-Talmasani, the leader of thi 
rotherhood, was released, he demanded the release of Pope Shanudah 


i his demand repeatedly. Many Muslims did the same. So t! 
2eT I 1 Copt and a Muslim but was rather one ot freedom or no 


Coptic patriarch even though we are Muslims w 
t at thi ame time, we believe in the freedom of faith a: 
re is no coercion in faith. We further believe that Hpypt 
lies in the full unity of Copts and Muslims. 


th the banner of the 1919 revolution bore the sign ot the 

t he ross inside it and that the blood of our country’s Chri 

with the blood of its Muslims in all our battles and all our 

| innot forget what the civil war has brought upon Lebanon. Bo 

1] 1d the Muslims in Lebanon have been defeated and Israel has tri- 

Christians imagined that they would control Lebanon through this 
Muslims imagined that they would gain sole control of Lebanon 

the one that has prevailed, occupied their country, threw them 

detention camps, making their children orphans and their wome 
ishing their homes and destroying their cities. The prettic 


ad i 


i 


Middie Fast has been turned into ruins ruled by ganp nd 











The unity of our country's Christians and Mulims will continue as long as the 
waters of our Nile continue to flow. The most important quality of our peo- 
ple will continue to be their tolerance, their respect for the main religions 
and their belief that the Egyptian Christian has the same rights and duties as 
the Egyptian Muslim. We will always reject sectarianism and fanaticism and 

we will fight whoever tries to ignite the fire in this beautiful country which 
has been able, thanks to its unity, to stand fast in the face of invaders, 
oppressors and tyrants and to endure tribulations and crises. 


Tolerance is civilization and fanaticism is a state of ignorance. We have 
seen what is happening in Ireland as a result of the split between Protestants 
and Catholics and what has happened in India as a result of the strife between 
Hindus and Sikhs. We experienced our glorious days when priests delivered 
their speeches in mosques and shaykhs delivered theirs in churches during the 
1919 revolution. 


I have been as happy with the release of the Coptic patriarch as I would be 
with the release of the shaykh of al-Azhar if he were the one arrested because 
I feel that the release of Pope Shanudah is tantamount to the release of free- 
dom. 


This is a good step on the path of restoring Egypt to a normal life, not a 
special life, and restoring an Egypt that is united, not divided, by reli- 
gions. 
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ROLE OF AL-AHRAM NEWSPAPER--President Husni Mubarak's visit to AL-AHRAM news- 
paper premises last week has aroused the interest of the political and diplo- 
matic circles in the Egyptian capital because the significance of the visit 
has gone beyond the limits of an initiative of appreciation by President 
Mubarak for the number-one Egyptian paper and has assumed the meaning of sup- 
port for the political positions underlined by AL-AHRAM, whether at the do- 
mestic level or at the Arab and international levels. The point at which 

the observers have paused is that the visit to AL-AHRAM came in the wake of 
the talks held by President Mubarak with U.S. envoy Richard Murphy, who was 
received in Cairo with a strongly worded article criticizing the U.S. policy 
through Murphy's movements. The article stressed the need for Israel's full 
and unconditional withdrawal from Lebanon as a first step with which to move 
toward the area's pending issues. Informed sources have revealed an addi- 
tional and fundamental role on which the U.S. envoy focused in his visits to 
the area's various capitals--a role pertaining to overcoming the obstacles 
that prevent a meeting between the Egyptian president and the Israeli prime 
minister. However, Mubarak has not changed his declared position on this 
issue. Information circulated by diplomatic sources in more than one Arab 
capital indicates that a top-level Egyptian-Israeli meeting has been post- 
poned while waiting for regional results on which the decision is in Cairo's 
hands. [Text] [London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 28 Dec 84 p 8] 8494 
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BACKGROUND GIVEN ON PRIME MINISTER'S AIDES 


Tel Aviv NEWSVIEW in English 9-15 Jan 85 pp 16-19 
[Article by Ya'acov Bar-Natan] 


[Text ] | the prime minister there are two views 


66 

Mui. my words: If he takes of- 
fice Shimon Peres will become the most 
popular prime minister Israel has ever 
had and one of the best.” 

The speaker was Dr. Yisrael Peleg 
and he made this prediction early in 
1984, before the fall of the Likud gov- 
ernment, when Yitzhak Navon’s sup- 
porters in the Labor Party were calling 
the party chairman a liability and Peres’ 
low popularity rating seemed to bear 
them out. Peleg was then spokesman of 
the Labor Alignment caucus in the 
Knesset and Alignment representative 
at the Israel Broadcasting Authority. 
Now he is director of the Government 
Press Office and one of the group of 
young men whom Peres has gathered 
about him at the Prime Minister’s Office, 
“Peres’ boys” as they have been nick- 
named. 

Every morning at eight, six days a 
week, this select group meets to discuss 
the business of the day. In addition to 
Peleg, there is Dr. Yossi Beilin, the cab- 
inet secretary, Dr. Nimrod Novik, polit- 
ical adviser to the prime minister, and 
Uri Savir, the prime minister’s media ad- 
viser. All are in their thirties. Amnon 
| Neubach will also join the group when 
“his appointment as economic adviser to 
the prime minister is finalized. 

The purpose of the meeting is to 
prepare the prime minister for the tasks 
and problems he will encounter in the 
course of the day. “We try to bring as 
much information as possible, from 
academic as well as government sources,” 

| explains Beilin, “and we try to reach a 
| consensus on each issue. If there are dif- 
ferences we cannot reconcile, we tell 








and he can then choose between them. 
| Stress is laid on the media aspect of 
| each issue, on the way in which it is to 
| be presented. The aim here is to avoid 
discrepancies and to make sure the 
Prime Minister’s Office speaks with one 
voice.” 
Not all of ‘Peres’ boys’’ were 
brought in from the Labor Party admin- 
istration. Neubach is employed by the 


American-Israel Paper Mills Company 
and before that he was an adviser at the 
Finance Ministry. Savir came from the 
Foreign Ministry and was media adviser 
at the Israeli consulate in New York. 
Novik came from Tel Aviv University 
where he teaches international relations. 

“I was recruited by Beilin over a 
vear ago for what was later called the 
‘100-day team,’ ” Novik recalls. ‘We 
prepared position papers for Peres on 
every issue he would confront if and 
when he became prime minister. We 
drew up papers on the Lebanese crisis, 
the economy, the relationship between 
the Interior Ministry and the local av- 
thorities — on every major issue. Each 
paper was wnitten by one member of 
the team, depending on his field of ex- 
pertise. The others would submit com- 
ments and criticism, Peres would occa- 
sionally add his comments and the pa- 
per was then put into a safe. But it 
would be updated every three months, 
or if circumstances changed.”’ This 
basic approach is still used by the staff 
today. 








“At first Peres was wary of us,’’ No- 
vik comments. “He maintained a cer- 
tain distance, but when he saw the pa- 
pers were uscful and — no less impor- 
tant — that we never leaked information 
to the media, he became more informal 
and forthcoming.” 

Novik and Peleg are extroverts. No- 
vik has a ready smile. Beilin and Savir 
are soft-spoken and low-key. When Pe- 
res became prime minister, Novik re- 
calls how they originally intended to 
appoint a veteran journalist as media 
adviser, as previous administrations had 
done. “Then it occurred to us that there 
was a pool of experienced spokesmen 
and spokeswomen in the civil service. 
We looked around for one with an 
American orientation and Savir fit the 
bill.” 

Savir’s office is on the same floor 
as the prime minister's, and the proxi- 
mity reflects the importance Peres at- 
taches to public relations. “The tradi- 
tional Israeli spokesman 1s  passive,”’ 
Savir says, “in the sense that he re- 
sponds to questions which are put to him 
or to issues which crop up involving his 
ministry. I plan a strategy, a dialogue 
with the public. Every two weeks the 
prime minister appears in a different 
part of the country — Dimona, Beer- 
sheba, Ashkelon, Beit Shean. I am very 
much against overexposing him. For in- 
stance, he has given only one sit-down 
interview to Mabat [Israel Television’s 
nightly newscast] since he became 
prime minister. Instead I am trying to 


use the media to achieve a long-term ef- | 


fect in order to determine the national 
agenda.” 

Savir says he presently has close to 
60 requests for interviews with Peres. 
Hic might choose one or more of the 60, 
or he might go to a newspaper or radio 
station which has not even placed a re- 
quest, depending on the size and na- 
ture of its audience. 

Both Savir and Novik emphasize 
that a modern, systematic, coordinated 
bureau is rare in the Israeli civil service. 
Savir says coordination of this kind is 
the secret of Unites States President 
Ronald Reagan's political success: his 
administration speaks, on the whole, 
with one voice. Novik admits the youth- 
ful team has not managed to plug all the 
leaks and it is still possible that news 
reports will appear attributed to “cir: 
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cles in the Prime Minister’s Office.” 
“There is nothing wrong with that,” 
Novik says, “provided the report came 
from Uri and was agreed upon.”’ Novik 
refuses to say where he suspects leaks 
might come from, however. 

The director general of the Prime 
Minister’s Office is not a Peres ap- 
pointee. He is Major-General (res.) 
Avraham Tamir, a foilower of Ezer 
Weizman and number three on the 
Yahad list. Tamir was appointed as part 
of the coalition agreement. Yet Weiz- 
man has more than once expressed his 
displeasure with the existing coalition 
and would conceivably not mourn its 
passing. New clections or the formation 
of a narrow Labor-led government 
would certainly have an effect on the 
power balance within the Prime Min- 
ister’s Office. 

The most pugnacious of ‘Peres’ 
boys” is Boaz Applebaum, director of 
the Prime Minister’s Bureau. Beilin, in 
accord with his position as cabinet sec- 
retary, avoids criticism of the Likud. 
Applebaum has ‘no such restrictions — 
or compunctions. 

“Under the Likud, the staff of the 
Prime Minister’s Office went home at 
one or two in the afternoon,” he says. 
“We are all here until 11 or 12 o’clock 
at night.” (This latter point is borne out 
by others, including reporters who cover 


the Prime Minister’s Office.) Asserts 
Applebaum: “The entire civil service 
feels the difference. All the matters be- 
ing dealt with by the various ministries 
converge at this office. The ministries 
know there is someone here when they 
need us and they know we are keeping 
tabs on the implementation of every 
government decision, every instruction 
from the prime minister. For the good 
civil servants it’s a boon and for those 
less conscientious it’s an object lesson.” 

Applebaum’s association with the 
Labor Party goes back to his days as 
secretary of Haifa University’s student 
Labor Party branch. When Haim Bar- 
Lev was minister of trade and in- 
dustry Applebaum was in charge of the 
council which encourages the produc- 
tion of films in Israel. Then the Likud 
came to power and Bar-Lev was re- 
placed by Yigael Hurwitz. Applebaum 
Says Hurwitz did all he could to make 
his (Applebaum’s) position untenable. 








“] found budgets were not coming 
through. Productions were sabotaged. 
Investments went down the drain. Af- 
ter nine months I resigned. And then I 
got a phone call from Peres saying: 
‘you belong with us.” ’ 

Applebaum recalls the atmosphere 
of despair at the time, 1978, at Labor 
Party headquarters in Tel Aviv. “The 
place was empty, except for Peres, Bet- 


lin and myself. When someone passed 
outside in the corridor, you could hear 
his footsteps throughout the building. 
There wasn’t money even for postage 
stamps. The party was split. There were 
Rabin, Allon and Peres camps. Begin 
was at the height of his power. We had 
to travel the length and breadth of the 
country, trying to put new life into the 
local branches. Then came the munici- 
pal elections and things began to look 
up. Sadat began to take an interest in 
Peres. The party was on the mend.” 
Given the competition and the 
limited number of key jobs, it is not sur- 
prising to find those who are displeased 
with the ‘Peres’ boys’ phenomenon. 
One veteran Israeli newsman wrote: If 
Peres wanted to reward his faithful fol- 
lowers, he should have given them a 
medal, not a job in the government. Sa- 
vir says he has heard about veteran civil 
servants jealous of the influence exer- 
cised by the relative newcomers, but he 
has never encountered it personally. “I 
have excellent relations with Avi Pazner 
and Nahman Shai [media advisers to 
Yitzhak Shamir and Yitzhak Rabin],” 
Savir says. Novik goes further. ‘I have 
had excellent cooperation from all 
senior civil servants,” he says. “‘There is 
an enormous reservoir of knowledge 
and experience in the Israeli civil serv- 


ice. | know that if Hanan Bar-On or|} 


Yeshayahu Anug (senior Foreign Min- 
istry officials) give me advice, it is the 
best advice available.” 

But how much influence does 
Peres’ staff actually exercise? Beilin ad- 
mits he was frustrated at not having 
been elected to the Knesset on the La- 
bor Party list (he was ranked fifty- 
fourth), but he has been surprised by 
t'.e scope of of the cabinet secretary's 
job. “I have found that the cabinet 
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secretary is in a unique position, be- 
cause of his contacts with all the min- 
isters, to obtain information. He can 
be extremeiy well-informed and can 
exercise some influence.” 

Beilin) says the “Peres boys” 
phenomenon marks a return to the days 
of David Ben-Gurion, when the State of 
Israel was run by voung men such as 
Yitzhak Navon, Abba Eban and Shimon 
Peres himself. Significantly, Beilin 1s 
much closer to Peres than anv of the 
other staff members. Novik says the de- 
gree of trust Beilin enjoys is unparal- 
leled in the enure political system. 

However, there are limits to the in- 
fluence wielded by the prime minisier’s 
advisers, including Beilin. Peres some- 
times has to weigh the advice of his 
own people against the position of an- 
other cabinet minister. Tie can reject 
the advice of ‘Peres’ boys” more 
easily, because there are no political re- 


percussions. “If he rejects the advice of 
a cabinet colleague there is a political 
price to pay,” Beilin says. The young 
advisers have also long since learned that 
Peres does not accept their advice with- 
Out question. 

If any of the ‘Peres boys” can see 
the fruits of their labor, it is Uri Savir; 
since taking office, Peres’ public image 
has improved remarkably. In a survey 
conducted by Sarah Shemer, a well- 
known Israeli pollster, 47 percent of 
those questioned said they would like 
to see Peres as prime minister in 1986, 
an increase of 22 percent from an 
earlier poll. The Modi’in Ezrahi poll 
asked the same question six months ago 
and found Vice Premier and Foreign 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir leading Peres 
hy 32 points. Now Peres is leading by 
22 points. The Hebrew daily Maariv 
survey shows a significant gain for Peres 
among the Oriental communities, where 
the most fervent Likud supporters are 
to be found. 

This development has in turn pro- 
duced worry and concern on the part of 
the Likud leadership. It is even con- 
ceivable that certain Likud politicians 
will press for early elections rather than 
allowing Peres and the Labor Party to 
accumulate too much popular support. 

Savir contends that Peres’ new 
strength is the result of the prime min- 








asters OW Cilorls. SOIC pcopie EXpect- 
ed Peres would introduce dracomian it 
cal measures to so've the economic crisis 
in one fell swoop. This approach — quick 
and simpie solutions to problems — 1s 
traditionaliy favored by large sections 
of the Israeli public. But Peres has re 
peatedly stated rhat reform is a process 
calling for patience and persistence. 
“Peres has introduced 2 new srvle 
into Israeli politics,” Savir savs, “more 
restrained and civilized. He is modest 
Cut Sseif-assured. He is trying to teach 
the public that one can be a strong lead- 
er and make difficult decisions without 
being flamboyant or showing muscie. if 
he succeeds, it will be a major educa 
nonal achtevement 
and Industrv and Trade Minister Ariei 
Snaron as representing two opposite 
Styles, the dichotomy oi Israeli polines 


There is 


Savir sees Peres 


some specuiation whether 
the “Peres povs” represent the future 
leadership of the Labor Party. [his 
seems premature if not far-fetched. Savir 
will probably return to the Foreign 
Ministry sooner or later. Novik, though 
e came from a Ben-<Gurionist tamuty 
and regaraed Peres as the best candidate 
for prime minister from the time Ken- 
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ARAB AFFAIRS 





PERSONNEL CHANGES DISCUSSED 


Tel Aviv NEWSVIEW in English 16-22 Jan 85 p 8 


[Text | 


The appointment of a new Arab 
affairs adviser may berald change 
in policy toward Israeli Arabs 


A week ago, Minister-without- 
Portfolio Ezer Weizman told the prime 
minister’s adviser on Arab affairs, Binya- 
min Gur Arye, that he was fired. In his 
place, Weizman appointed Dr. Yosef 
Ginat as his own assistant on Arab af- 
fairs. Ginat would also head a new, ad- 
visory council of Arabs and Jews. Mean- 
while, Gur Arye has obtained a court 
order delaying the dismissal. In the 
past, both Ginat and Gur Arye served as 
deputies to Shmuel Toledano, the long- 
est-serving adviser on Arab affairs. Tole- 
dano discussed the controversy with 
Newsview’s Jerry Cheslow. 


Newsview: Is the controversy one of 
personalities or of real issues? 
Toledano: Of issues, I'm sure. There are 
two approaches. One says, ‘let’s contin- 
ue dealing with the problems of the 
Arabs of Israel — local problems, indi- 
vidual problems and try and solve them,’ 
Now there is the new approach, recom- 
mended by two groups of Jewish and 
Arab experts wno studied this problem. 
This approach says local and individual 
problems are unimportant. We have to 
solve the larger problems of an Arab 
minority of 600,000 in a Jewish state. 
How should we educate the Arabs of 
Israel? Should we confiscate land? 
Should we have Jews and Arabs living 
together or is it better that Arabs will 
live in the Galilee Triangle area and the 
Negev while Jews live in the towns? 
Newsview: Gur Arye’s view is that the 


Arabs of Israel are moving toward sr- 
_redentism, radicalism and, if bis ap- 
proach is not followed, there will be a 


secessionist movement in Galilee. 








Toledano: The reason for extremism 
is the feeling of discrimination. It’s not 
a problem of Mahmoud and Mustafa in 
a certain village. It’s a problem of 
600,000 people feeling they are not 
equal. This is the fact and there is no 
reason why they should not be equal. 
The government of Israel decided in 


1966 to integrate the Arabs of Israel 


equally in every part of our lives. And 
1 think the sooner we do it, the better. 
Newsview: Both of the men served un- 
der you as adviser on Arab affairs. Car 
you outline what each man stands for? 
Toledano: Ginat, the designated Arab 


affairs adviser, thinks more liberally, 
shall we say he thinks more like me. And 
he was a member of these two groups 
which recommended the new approach. 


Gur Arye doesn’t believe in the new ap- 
proach. Once the government had ap- 


proved it, Gur Arye could not continuc 
Newsview: Are you saying that there ts 
no validity to Gur Arye’s claims of a 
growing secessionist movement? 


Toledano: In 1984, you cannot keep 
using this policy of carrot and stick. It’s 
insulting, it's nonsense. It worked in my 
period. A good village used to have 
more resources. It’s a policy that is well 
known. You give more to those who ar 

with you, with the state. It is good po! 

cy in a certain situation to help those 
who help you. The minute you speak 
with intellectuals, with thinkers, peopic 
who understand, the stick doesn’t 
frighten them and they can continue 
living without the carrot... This isa 
new population. We have 
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Arab Sabras born in the State of 'srael, 
who speak Hebrew fluently. You can’t 
speak to them the way you spoke to 
their parents. It’s finished. 
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Newsview: Who would serve on Ginat’s 
council and bow would it be structured? 
Toledano: — Fifty percent would be 
Arabs, 50 percent would be Jews. And 
for the first time the Arabs could not 
say ‘we didn’t take part in the recom- 
mendations.’ There will be six or seven 
groups. A group for education, a group 
for land, a group to decide whether 
Jews and Arabs should live together. 
Every group will sit three, four months 
and examine the problems on a long- 
term basis and then make recommenda- 
uons to the government. 

Newsview: The Arabs are divided from 
the most extreme Sons of the Village, 
which doesn’t accept the State of Is- 
rael, all the way to identification with 
the Likud. How will the members of 
the council be chosen? 

Toledano: | would say five percent be- 
long to the extreme anti-Israel group. 
And some five percent say Israel is 
sweet and whatever Israel does is excel- 
lent. Ninety percent of Israeli Arabs 
agree they are a minority in the Jew- 
ish state but are not happy and want 
equality. The council members will be 
taken from that 90 percent who form 
the vast majority of Israeli Arabs. All of 
the problems to be dealt with by the 
council will be issues that cannot lead 
to secessionism. They are problems of 
building, of education, of labor which 
cannot endanger the State of Israel, 
even if the decision taken is the wrong 
one. 0 
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COMMUNITY LEADER DISCUSSES INTEGRATION OF ETHLOPIANS 


; 
is 


Tel Aviv NEWSVIEW in English 9-15 Jan 84 pp 5-6 


- 7 a i ot » iis tion S inn J cS ee en 
[Article by Jerry Cheslow: They Arrived as Skeletons 
|Text | 
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the Public Council for Ethiopian Jews Newsview: One of the reasons the story 


, 


flazar spoke to Newsview's Jerry Ches of the airlift came out ss that a Jewish 
} fFcial VYebuda Dominttz, re- 


/ a! 


low about the absorption of the Pthi Agency 
pians in Israel. vealed in an interview that most of the 
Ethiopian Jews are already in Israel. 

e What’s your feeling about these remarks? 


biavar i? that 
Newsview: The airitfc of ELtpropian jer 5! ej er. Secor ti TY 
has apparently been stopped. What is stupid remark that | wouldn't expect 
your reaction? rom n the operation. The 


Elazar: | hope it won’t happen, but if it fthiopian Jewish community is very 
does it will be a tragedy for the Fthiopi ingr bout this | 
in jews. | think there was a kind ot ecopardize the others on the way. 
conspiracy. First of all, the Prime Min 

ister ‘S Office dex rded to he ! } press Ne WSVICMW fusi how mary i thionpian 


conference on Thursday when. they Jews have arrived in Israel m the hast 


sould have demed the information tl few months? 
id already come out Instead = they Fiazar: The estimates are about 6,000 1: 
yntirmed that it was happeniny and the the last thi rontt 

following day newspapers all over the Newsview: What kind of physical shape 


vorld publicized the issue. Then there are they in after the long trek to the 
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talk about the immigration when they Klazar: [i rived as skeleton Phe 
snouldn’t have re sutiering from mainutri fare 
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who have just arrived. What was it like 
to see bim 11 years after you left Ethi- 
opia? 

Elazar: It was a dream come true. | 
couldn't believe he was my father be- 
cause his physical condition was so 
terrible. At the same time, I’m happy he 
arrived alive. He’s now under medical 
care. 

Newsview: In the 11 years you've been 
in Israel, you've caught up with modern 
civilization. Your father is 1,000 years 
bebind because of the primitive village 
be came from. Do you still have any- 
thing in common? 

Klazar: | personally have been working 
with the newcomers, so I’m not so re- 
moved from the ways of che Ethiopian 
village. So we were immediately able to 
talk openly. 

Newsview: Ethiopian villages are patri- 
archal. But now, your father is incap- 
able of crossing a street. Are your roles 
reversed ? 

Klazar: Oh yes. There are no buses or 
streets in their villages. Everything is 
new for him. So I’m teaching him about 
traffic lights and crossing streets. In the 
house, I’m teaching him that he can go 
into the kitchen and prepare tea for 
himself and his wife. In Ethiopia, for a 
man to go into the kitchen was humili- 
ating. He’s starting to understand that’s 
the way of life here. 

Newsview: According to reports, up to 
2,000 Ethiopian Jews died on the way. 
What's the feeling in the community? Is 
it more joy over the arrival in Israel or 
more sadness? 

Elazar: The entire community is in a 
state of mourning. Everybody has lost 
someone. At the same time, there’s re- 
joicing when they meet their family 
members. 


Newsview: What's the first thing people 
do when they get off the plane? 

Flazar: We tell them that they have 
finally arrived in the State of Israel, to 
which they have always prayed. Every- 
body lays down and kisses the ground. 
After that, we take them to absorption 
centers, where they undergo medical 
treatment and receive clothing and 
food. After two or three weeks, they 
start going to Hebrew language classes. 


Newsview: All Ethiopian Jews are deep- 
ly religious when they arrive. How do 
they accept secular Israel? 
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Elazar: It’s really hard for them to 
accept that some Jews are not religious 
In Ethiopia, there are no secular Jews 


_ Their motivation is not political Zion- 
ism, it’s spiritual, mystical Zionism. 


They see coming to Jerusalem as a com- 


-mandment. They sacrifice themselves 


for it. But, when they realize that in 
Israel some Jews drive on the Sabbath 
it’s very hard for them, especially for 
the elders, to accept. It is the shattering 
of their illusions. 

Newsview: Ethiopian Jews are still 
forced to go through symbolic conver- 
sions at the insistence of the rabbinic 
establishment. 


Elazar: We found that a shock. After 
observing the commandments in Ethi- 
Opia, we came here and were forced to 
go through the humiliating ceremonial 
circumcision where a drop of blood had 
to be drawn. Now they have eliminated 
this, but still force the Ethiopians to 
immerse themselves [in ritual baths}. 
The Falasha community sees itself as no 
less Jewish than the others. There’s no 
reason for any other Jew to demand this 
humiliation. | hope the rabbinate will 
give up this demand. 

Newsview: Some Israeli towns have 


rejected Ethiopian Jews. How does this 
make you feel? 

Elazar: Very bad. In Ethiopia, we were 
told that we don’t belong and have no 
right to cultivate the land. | never 
thought that anyone in Israel could tel 
a Jew ‘you have no right to live here.’ 
Lately I’ve started to understand some 
development towns that claim that they 
don’t have the facilities to receive 
people from backward countries. They 
don’t have the abilities of the big towns 
to give the Ethiopians good education 
and jobs. The Ethiopians should get 
accommodation in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, 
Haifa, not just in the periphery. 
Newsview: How quickly do Ethiopian 
Jews adapt? 

Elazar: The Ethiopian Jews come from 
a primitive country but they are not 
primitives. The people working in the 
absorption centers and the government 
workers all say that the Ethiopian Jews 
are intelligent, learn the language quick- 
ly. They fit into factories because in 
Ethiopia they worked with their hands 
as blacksmiths, carpenters, builders. 
They are very ambitious. They work 
hard to have the same houses as other 
Israelis. If you go into the house of 
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a Falasha who has been here for a 
year or two, you can see the same furni- 
ture as you will in the home of some 
one who came from Germany or the 
United States. If you look at education, 
we already have 75 university students 
and will soon have our first Israeli 
Falasha university graduates. We have 
students in technical colleges and 
nurses. We have outstanding students at 
schools. 

Newsview: Most of the Ethiopian child- 
ren are sent to religious schools. Do you 
think this is right? 

Elazar: We are afraid that if they are all 


sent to religious schools, they may not 
be educated to question. So we are 
thinking about sending some of them to 
other schools so that they can also help 
their community. Right now, we must 
put in a cornerstone. If they don’t get 
the proper education, there may be the 
same problems of the [Oriental] immi- 
grants of the fifties. 

Newsview: Over the years, Israel bas 
tried absorbing different communities in 
different ways. Some were kept to- 
gether. Others were broken up. What's 
the best way to absorb the Falashas? 





Elazar: | think they should be sent all 
over the country. There should be three 
or four Falasha families in a building 
along with other Israelis. This way they 
will not be lonely and will still have 
contact with other Israelis. I’m against 
having one neighborhood for Falashas. 
1 don’t want people to point to one area 
as the black neighborhood. At the same 
time, we have to find ways of preserving 
the culture. Maybe some Ethiopian Jews 
are ashamed of their backgrounds. But 
in the next generation, our grandchild- 
ren will come to us and ask, ‘didn’t we 
come from somewhere? Were our an- 
cestors mountain people or cave people?’ 
1 want my grandson to be proud of his 
history and roots. 

Newsview: What’s the most difficult 
problem the Ethiopian Jews have when 
they come to this country? 

Flazar: It’s to start from zero and be 
totally dependent, as if they are reborn 
and must get their housing, money and 
food from others. They can’t speak with 
people on the street. Then, there’s the 
behavior of Israelis. Is it so hard for 
Israelis to say shalom to others? Just 
give the Ethiopian Jews a good word, 
shalom. If I say shalom to someone and 
he doesn’t answer, I feel bad all day. 
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REPORT RELEASED ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY, ACTIVITY 


Jerusalem ISRAEL ENVIRONMENT BULLETIN in English No 1, Summer 1984, pp 1-8 


[Text | 


[he tenth annual report on the state of the 
envionment in Isracl covers major developments 
in fifteen environmental realms. The 330 page 
volume. covering the period from January 1982 to 
March 1983. is based on information gathered 
from various sources including E-PS staffers and 
governmental, academic and public bodies 
throughout Israel. 

The latest report surveys such controver- 
sial issues as acid soot fallout in Ashdod, potable 
water quality. and mercury pollution in Haifa 
Bay. Alongside significant achievements, deficicn. 
cies still remain is such realms as legislation and 
enforcement, establishment of waste recycling 
facilities. establishment of a comprehensive 
system for treatment of hazardous waste and 
broadening of monitoring networks about focal 


points of air and noise pollution. 


The following summary of the state of the 


environment in Israel surveys environmental 


policy and activity in 1982-3. 
Air Quality 


While air quality in 1982 was generally 
good, a slow but nevertheless constant increase 
has been noted in national annual averages of 
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide, and suspended 
particulates over the past four years. 

In monitoring stations sited around major 
sources of pollution (i.e. power plants in Haifa, 
Tel Aviv and Ashdod), violations of the sulfur 


solve the 


dioxide standard were noted. To 
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problem, the Haifa Association of Local 
Authorities for Fnvironmental Protection along 
with the EPS drafted a supervision and contro! 


program Over major emission sources in Flaifa 


including power plants and oil refineries. The 
control program, operated by the Union, includes 
preparation of personal directions for the 
prevention of pollution under the Abatement of 
Nuisances Law and operation of an intermittent 
control system enabling a switch to low sulfur oil 
whenever atmospheric conditions likely to hamper 
pollutant dispersion arise. The use of an 
intermittent control system in conjunction with a 
broad and sophisticated monitoring network is 
required in the vicinity of major pollutant sources 
in Haifa, Ashdod and Tel Aviv. 

In the vicinity of the Hadera power plant, 
activated by low sulfur coal, no violations of 
standards established within the framework of 
permit conditions were recorded. In the Ashdod 
region, residents continued to complain over acid 
soot fallout nuisances. To help solve the problem, 
the EPS engaged the services of overseas experts 
who helped pinpoint the causes of the problem 
and recommended corrective action. Their 
recommendations were adopted by the LEC. 

In 1982 a Quality Assurance and Control 
Program was implemented within the framework 
of the national monitoring network. The program 
is meant to ensure the reliability and quality of the 
data obtained from the network. 














An expert committee charged with 


updating air quality standards was appointed. The 
committee will review existing ambient standards, 
many published in 1971, and present its 
recommendations for amendments based on 
updated information. 

Recognition of the impact of oil refineries 
on air quality has resulted in publiaton of an "Air 
Pollution Inspector’s Guide for Oil Refineries”. 
The handbook serves as a useful aid to control 
authorities in understanding refining processes 
and recognizing potential factors which may lead 
to environmental nuisances. 

A survey to determine vehicular emission 
factors continued. The survey will enable 
assessment of poilutant quantities emitted from a 
vehicle in typical Israeli driving conditions. Thus 
far, datawere collected on characteristics of the 
driving cycle and on emission levels. 

Regulations for the abatement of 
nuisances (air pollution from premises) define 
unreasonable air pollution as the emission of 


black smoke into the public domain. Measure- 
ment of the color grade of the smoke is executed 
by means of a micro-Ringelmann chart. The EPS 
has prepared such charts along with usage 
instructions. These have been distributed to 
bodies responsible for supervision and enforce- 
ment of environmental legislation. 


Water Quality , _, 
iy a 

















Potable water quality in local authorities 
in Israel is monitored annually by the Ministry of 
Health. The 1982 report on microbiological 
testing of drinking water prepared by the 
Department of Environmental Health provides 
the following information. 

Some 36,000 water quality tests were 
performed as part of a national program of water 
quality monitoring. The highest number of 
violationsof water quality standards (over 10 coli 
bacteria in 100 ml. of water or the presence of 
faecal coli bacteria) was recorded in the northern 
district (10.3%). In this region water supply 
originates, in many cases, in surface waters which 
are frequently polluted at source. The lowest 
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percentage of violations was noted in the Tel Aviv 
and southern district (1.3%).The report notes a 
decrease in violations in recent years .3.7% in 1982 
as opposed to 6.9% in 1979. 

The Ministry of Health has established an 
annual water quality monitoring program to 
enable local authorities, the country’s major water 
suppliers, to test water quality in accordance 
with legislative requirements. In 1982 local 
authorities carried out 78% of the water monitoring 
program. The Health Ministry is currently 
examining ways of implementing the program in 
full. 

Still needed is a comprehensive national 
policy meant to ensure the supply of potable 
water of good quality to the entire population. 
Such a policy must be based on updated 
standards for potable water, a monitoring and 
contro! program to ensure sound water quality at 
source and along transport and supply routes, 
broad legislation on water quality covering 
operation and maintenance of water supply 
systems, increased training, and prevention of 


chemical or pesticide penetration into the notable 

water system. ” 

A committee to establish a comprehensive 
policy for the Kinneret drainage basin and the 
National Water Carrier published its findings on 
the status of the basin and the impact of activities 
in the region on water quality. Its report observes 
the following: 

1) The Kinneret can continue to serve as the 
country’s major source of drinking water 
via the National Water Carrier. 

2) No significant changes are required in 
water treatment methods at the National 
Water Carrier, but in case of need, existing 
methods should be improved (ze. 
introduction of chlore dioxide). 

3) Only 40% of the water of the National 
Carrier is supplied to local authorities for 
potable and industrial use. If it is decided 
to make water quality compatible with 
stricter international standards, this should 
be done within the framework of municipal 
water systems. 
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In 1982, work on the nationa! ma sterpia! Following the transter ot authority tor the 


for airports was renewed.The Airport Authorit Law tor the Abatemer 4 Nutsances to ile 
. presented the steering committee with a Ministry of the Intenror, legislative possibilities are 

masterplan covering the existing airport system being reviewed and consolidated in such realms ; 

and based upon four leveis of plannu vel if 

infrastructure, regional distribution, agricultur Tussion standards for ' ic! st Ol 
. flights, and fut Options 











cauipment, Noise }xposure borecasts (NEE) tor 
aicratl. unreasonable noise. nore from roads and 


airports, prohibiuions on noise generation, alarm 


. 
' 
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systems, acoustic treatment. guidelines for land 
uses, and a model by law. Lo advance is 
lepislative work in all the above realms, the 1 PS 
appointed an advisory committee charged with 
consolidating proposals for legislation. 

the EPS is) currently consolidatny a 
comprehensive system of solutions for the 
abatement of noise in locations exposed to aicratt 
noise. Policy relates to land-use restricuons as 


well as restrictions on the agents of noise sources. 


Solid Waste 





Completion of the national masterplan for the 
disposal of solid waste was a major Issue in 1982. 
A subcommittee of the National Board for 
Planning and Building reviewed comments 
received from district planning committces and 
raised new proposals for additional or alternauve 
waste disposal sites. The masterplan was 


presented to the National Board tor Planning and 


Building in the summer of 1983. 

Ihe Ministry of the Interior transterred 
both financial and professional aid to_ local 
authorities for establishment of regional waste 
disposal sites based on the sanitary landtill 
method and for closure of unauthorized existing 
dumps. Waste disposal sites are established im 
accordance with environmental criteria meant to 
prevent such nulsances as proundwaler poiluion, 
fires. aesthetic nuisances and stench. To increas: 
the economic and functional efficiency of the 
collection system, transfer stations have been 
established in) some service arcas to) enable 
transport by containers to a central station rather 


than usage of municipal vehicles. 


By April 1983, waste disposal was 
icpularized in 46 municipalities and local councils 
and in 20 regional authorities while ER regional 
disposal sites and 3° transfer stations were 


established. 
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on Tstracls fist industuial treatment plant for the 
waste of the Dan Cheb Aviv) region was appomted 


mare directorate will choose the prefered 


treatment technology. prepare economic calcula 


Hons, draft a timetable for implementation. and 
establish working procedures. One decision 
ihoeady taken was that the proposed mternational 
tender for establishment of a treatinent facility 
will be based on a recycling method. It was alsa 
decided that the range of outputs of the first 
modular demonstration facility will be 300 400 
tons per day, 

Concurrently with preparation of specifi 
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cauons for the international tender. two surveys 
were undertaken: survey of the cost. of an 
altcinative project for disposal of solid waste of 
the Dan tegion in Bett Guviin and review of the 
composition of Israch waste so as to confirm 
forecasts made seven vears ago. Results of both 
surveys will have important implications in the 
decision making process. 

Vhe osempindustrial plant for thy 
extrachon of steel and tin from tin cans separated 
from domestic Waste Was completed. ‘| echnolog) 
fal and economic data on production processes 
are being collected to help assess the feasibility of 


establishing an industrial plant. 











: a: Lo 
Energy and the Environment 


Two units of the Hadera power plant 
operated in 1982 at a maximal capacity of 700 
megawatts. By April 1983, 895,000 tons of coal, 
with a 1.2% sulfur content, were burned in the 
plant, No violations of standards established in 
the “plan for the prevention of environmental 
nuisances” were recorded in the monitoring 
network around the power complex. In November 
1982 the Israel Cabinet approved the national 
masterplan for a power plant at a southern site. 
The coal-fired power plant, composed of two units 
of 550 megawatts each, will be constructed at the 


site of the Eilat-Ashkelon Pipeline, south of 
Ashkelon. 











Recycling of coal ash for reasons of 


resource conservation, economic efficiency, and 
environmental protection is an accepted principle 
in Israel. Electric Corporation (IEC) is 
responsible for the disposal of ash from Hadera 
while the Coal Company, supplier of coal to 
is to be responsible for ash disposal in 
industria! plants which will convert to coal use. 
Today. the only approved site for ash disposal is 
in Hadera, but an IEC plan to transfer ash out of 
Hadera for industrial use was approved by the 
Hadera plant supervisory committee, following 
consultations with the professional committee. 

An expert committee on ash disposal sites 
was appointed by the Ministry of Energy. The 
will consolidate criteria and recom- 
while 


Ihe Israel! 


industry, 


committee 


mendations for ash collection © sites 


disposal methods. 
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consider; 1g 


ve EPS and Ministry of Energy support, 
in principle, the conversion of plants to coal use in 
accordance with strict conditions. It is expected 
that the majority of coal in Israel will be used for 
firing power plants, with only a small portion 
going to industry. While several plants considered 
the feasibility of only the 
Nesher cement plant in Ramle is undergoing 
conversion processes. Among smaller plants, the 
textile concern in Yavne underwent 
licensing procedures for coal conversion. 


conversion to coal. 


Argaman 


To study the coal unloading question, the 
Ministers of Transport and Energy appointed an 
interministerial committee to review coal 
and transport options in Israel for the 
iong term. An intermediate report of the 
commends the expansion of Ashdod 
the needs of the year 2000 and 
seyond. For the intermediate period, additional 
alternatives sane on existing piers and facilities 
are being checked. 

In the period surveyed, the Ministry of 
Energy appplied for permission to remove coal 
from Hadera Port for usage in industrial plants in 
with recommendations of the Coal 
EIS to assess the impact of coal 
transport on environmental quality was prepared. 
It concluded that coal transport in appropriate 
,ot lead to significant pollution. 


unloading 
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=> 
Legislation ‘ => 








The Law for the Abatement of 
Environmental Nuisances, 1961, 1s the major 


legislative tool for prevention of air, noise and 
stench pollution. In May {982 the Knesset 
approved a cabinet decision to transfer authority 
for implementation of the Law to the Minister of 
the Interior. transfer, the EPS 
prepared an amendment to the law meant to 
correct deficiencies and enable its effective 
implementation. The proposal was distributed for 


Following the 


comment among government offices. Regulations 
under the law preventing air pollution from 
vehicles were signed by the Minister of the 
Interior in December 1982, but have not been 
published. 

During the period surveyed, steps were 
taken to establish legal norms for the abatement 
of noise from various sources. Within this 
framework, following noise 
nuisances may be found: airport 
and aircraft noise, and various types of equipment 
noise (alarm systems, air conditioners). Regula- 
tions on vehicle currently under 
deliberation by the Ministries of the Interior and 
of Transport. 

Preparation of draft 
prevention of marine pollution by dumping was 


solutions to the 
vehicle noise, 


noise ar©re 


legislation on the 


completed. 

Fines imposed on violators of marine 
protection laws were raised and regulations 
calling for the imposition of a marine 


environmental protection fee on vessels and 
installations handling oil was approved. 

In 1982, several local authoritics approved 
for the prevention of noise, outstanding 
among which was the Tel Aviv-Jaffa By-Law 
of Noise). 1982. In addition to 


directions, the law contains special 


by-laws 


(Prevention 
general 
directions for the abatement of noise generated by 
alarm systems in businesses. 

by law for the discharge of 
1981, 


was adopted by twelve local authorities in the 


The model 


industrial sewage into the sewage system, 


course of 1982. 








Education, liformation and Phe EPS compleied the productior 
Public Participation another environmental film for elementary schoo! 
-ducationa! activities on the !oca: vel. siudents. ihe iim deals Minh the Sue OL NOW: 
initiated by schoois. the Ministry of Education. and includes information on sound waves. the eer 


- . 


eter ‘Trore fap 24 + vat : ’ . 
public organizations and environmental units in structure, factors leading to noise nuisances 


’ ‘ 1 j ; thy CTI ral a ’ : > ‘ . t tr 2 

iOcai authorities. have been broadened. | he work a mC! idu dS a Lenerawor Of moise. fF iic r 
. ' ‘ { ‘ Cc 1:¢? , . 4 , > - j ‘4 

being implemented toda Wi form tne Dasis for Was disthouted to pegdavogicalcenters. A tea 


community activiiv on benali of the environment suide BOOK to accompany the film is unde 
in the tuture preparaiuon. 


Center: tor nvironmentai ecucation : j H 
Environmental Planning 


established within the framework of environmen 


' ’ , , , mt. : , . 
a! } i ith 171 “ent | + ye rOWING PieTy Fee si ayy ee > 
ta: units in iocal authorities Diay a centrai rote wm ecoRTUN : £hi,08s) Ob OMNNITON Jittd 

} kar ! 1 i: 1.1 
4 . ‘ years men tr ere 1 "7 y+ na hod ; . 
tne 1 Iplement tran ir oy I ' ta on 4 i ( i re ie | } ng MOG and ine inc Case ii 

.} : rOR? . } 7, ‘ ° } . . “t ' deers Ons Yyonreccingag ry wom. j , "7 

PCuCy In 2 such educational ce CTs Operarea USEISIONHS EXpPressing environmental policy attes 


in Hatta, Hadera. Ashded, and Ashkelon. Plans ‘© the continual strenzthening of the link pete 





for additional centers were drafted ior the planning and environmental protection. Progress 
Westérn Galilee. Netanya Ramat Gan. Rehovo In Ure MeO porauion OF cnvironmenta: considera 
ane Eilat Ons into the planning process ts particularls 
[he Ministry of Education approved a evident on the district and national leve! 4 
curriculum Of environmenta) studies for higi PEEIEEETG Ae AEE TOCA GEVEH, UNpPTOVEMeNS are 
schoo! matriculation examinations. The program, sul required, 
in which learning proceeds by means of scenarios The tenth annual report covers eaviron 
(analysis and assessment of local environmental mental considerations of development in 
events and participation in jocal projects)wull be territorial waters, development in urben areas 
developed by a staf! of teachers through the Open manning policy around airports. devel pment 


1 


Unis ersitv ° J idea ang Samar 4 as Ve | iS 4 prenmin 


vr T . } > ° ? . ¥ . ; .~ . , . 
The in titiit tyr ] aching A) ra r ASSESSMeENL Of ex perien¢ eC vpaned In ¢ peratins ‘i 
os P : c — nwuor imental: .¢ ~~ ’ ~ . - + 
cooperation with tne tr ieNy compiete }! eMViroOnmMentai impact statement system in [sra. 
ee eneme hem Suseal atiienmm ani Fiftoen nlanc far the ean: Lot yf et 
educational program on the built envirann rrteen plans ‘or tne construction of ictties 


known as”Environments! This runmior hi cho re eur onuy in preparation in Israel. Pia 


program utilize t ii I iz ctilid. ALLIV TILES i,iG ‘\ SLU. TO] 1OY) iT more anchorny MiCes 


ny ry rn ‘ , : “ ry } ere weteale to Dyer al VA). 
ames ind a sel co! DOStCTS [n elementa! Ci) i, vd . vere presenteu to ie ic rmoria! Waters 
) ittep + \ 1OoC9 
j ; ' ¢ — AVITAL Ce 1) Gehowrauion in ISSZ. Plans ir 
en\ ronm ) { TO io i - i Yt ‘Ve 4 eC 4 eras : , ‘ | ; 
° ' " }* - VANS \ 2 it Yu ¢ rmerZila. nd 
geography. biology and agriculture courses anc 
, 8 ' 
Tt nract cal aotiyitres 1OT ac care oft hh) Wain 
nto Via tir ave < i : \ ‘, jod . sre or scepne a4 ‘ ‘ >|] } 
—— Ashdod were presented as well as a break wster 
and yards. A successfui three-year envirvonmenta ; 


. | | plan for Ashkelon 
educa kk Ih Dro ect iT] 2. ra iia scr ‘ bs) ma\ y. Vi s° t 7 ; 4 ™ r » 

. a ine second part of the Nationa! 
a model for educa pOgrams IM Ove \ 


lasterplan for Coasts ts under preparation by the 


. } 
SCnoOO!IsS Da . . . “= 
ch Ports Authority in cooperation with the EPS. The 


plan. which will jiaclude directions for the 


Yality YI life mG he nvironiment are ' ° . 
G : ride ot PTUs onmental NuUISAnces, v > 


~~ 
—~ 


" 
‘ 
vale’ f “ot ! tr ly iderg rien nrovr 1c an: 
corporates ‘ A! bE RALLY } 0734 & s : ; 
anti ; DI Wide a Ctatitnee Framoweek within wy! .. 
e PB : uae ; 4 “oe " ai . y iu se (ean 
kindergarten teache participate in special 


uses aroun 16eonr 


pO approved. 


training Courses ul (he subject 


In pedagogical centers, gurcance material. 
teaching ald nd Wwironmenta KOH if 


featured. 








Portions of the coastal cliff along the 
Mediterranean coastline are in danger of collapse 
as a result of marine and land factors. Local 
authorities within whose boundaries such 
endangered sections exist must issue directions for 
ensuring cliff stability within the framework of 
local plans. 

Urban planning problems are presented in 
the report through a= general survey of 
environmenal planning in Jerusalem. Among 
planning issues described are a plan for a sport 
stadium in the neighborhood of Katamon, 
intrusion of industry into residential areas, 
transport problems, and a survey of means 
undertaken to improve the aesthetic appearance 
of the city center. 

The planning and implementation process 
for the reclamation of sixteen quarries continued in 
1982. 

In the realm of nature and landscape 
protection, care of existing nature reserves was 
broadened while the declaration process for new 
reserves was advanced. A number of bodies 
including the NRA, SPNI, and the Jewish 
National Fund carried out development and 
control activities meant to protect nature values. 
Approximately 4900 hectares of new forests were 
planted. 


Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) 


The ever increasing number ef calls for 
submission of EIS by planning authorities attests 
to the importance of this tool as a means of 
incorporating the environmental element in 
planning and decision making processes. In light 
of the efficacy of the statement as a planning tool, 
a trend has been noted whereby !t is used in cases 
not specified in the EIS regulations. Based on 
accumulated experience, it may be established 
that the EIS regulations are well integrated with 


the planning and administrative system. 

To make the system even more efficient. 
the following are still required: decrease in the 
time period required for preparation and review of 
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the EIS, collection and concentration of locally 
available data on emission factors and poilutant 
impact, collection and organization of data 
required for EIS preparation in one central 
library, and development of procedures of 
cooperation and exchange of information between 
preparers of the EIS and the planning authorities. 

To implement the above it will be 
necessary to develop a computerized data base 
serving the requirements of EIS preparers, 
reviewers and of planners in general. Also 
essential is the development of models in various 
realms (i.e. ecology, air pollution from industry 
and vehicles) to enable forecast and assessment of 
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Local Authorities and Environmental Qatey 





Environmental units in local authorities 
are meant to improve and expand the 
environmental services offered the citizen by the 
Ministry of the Interior. Close cooperation 
between personnel in the field and the professional 
staff at the EPS enables local environmental units 
to implement programs in the realms of air 
quality, noise abatement, sewage treatment. 
education and information, EIS and advice to 
planning bodies, and to a more limited degree, 
control over polluting industries. 

In 1982, 11 units employing 48 operated 
in eight municipalities and in three Associations of 
Local Authorities. New units are currently being 
established in the Western Galilee Association of 
Local Authorities for Environmental Protection, 
and in the municipalities of Herzlia, Rehovot and 
Rishon Le Zion. 

A budgetary framework for financing 
special environmental projects in local authorities 
has been set up by the local government center 
and the EPS. Funds are used for purchase of air 
monitoring equipment, clean-up of solid waste 
from public areas, construction of services in 
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camping and parking sites, purchase of equipment 
for sewage systems, and gardening and park 
cultivation and maintenance. 

In 1982 environmental advisers to district 
planning and building commissions worked in 
four districts providing guidance, advice and 
supervision. 

Still missing are data banks on pollutants 
and their projected impacts. In 1982 local 
authorities were unable to accurately assess the 
level of environmental quality in their region due 
to the absence of objective assessment tools which 
would enable identification of environmental goals 
and would guide the allocation of appropriate 
resources. 


Public Expenditure on 
Environmental Protection 


Following a decrease of 2-3% in public 
expenditure on environmental protection in 1979- 
1981, real expenditures increased at a rate of 4% 
in 1981-2. 


Approximately half of the total expendi- 
ture is directed toward pollution prevention, a 
third toward nature protection and the balance 
toward environmental control. Approximately 
two-thirds of the total accounts for current 
expenses with the balance accounting for 
investments in structures, facilities, equipment and 
vehicles. Salaries account for two thirds of current 
expenditure. 


The majority of environmental activity, in 
terms of expenditure, is implemented by local 
authorities, but their part in expenditures is 
decreasing (from 80% inl 977-8 to74%in198 1-2). 
Over the same period, a relative increase was 
noted in government activity(from12%tol4%)and 


in activities of non-profit organizations (from 8% 
to 12%’. 


The limited resources directed toward 
environmental protection will be allocated more 
efficiently if allocation procedures are accompa- 
nied by analysis of the various components of the 
national expenditure, with special reference to 
their relative contribution. 
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Hazardous Waste 











It is estimated that between 15,000-20,000 
tons of hazardous wastes are produced in Israel 
annually, and the country must be prepared to 
treat some 20,000-25,000 tons per year, in the 
coming five years. 

The multitude of offices handling the 
subject has led to lack of central control, 
publication of contradictory regulations and to 
inadequate law enforcemert. The EPS has been 
studying the subject over the past several years 
and is actively involved in the reestablishment of 
the Ramat Hovav site, in risk assessment of 
hazardous waste, in a_ study of treatment 
methods, in preparation of a national survey of 
the types of hazardous waste, their generation and 
disposal, in presentation of guidelines to industrial 
plants on the handling of hazardous waste prior to 
the 


environmental units to handle the subject, and in 


treatment stage, in organizing local 


interministerial coordination for the purpose of 

establishing a uniform, efficient and safe national 

system for the treatment of hazardous waste. 
International Activities 


Israel's international activities in the realm 


of environmental protection largely 
implemented within the framework of the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), and 
within the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) 


specifically. 


were 


In 1982 a monitoring agreement between 
Israel and MAP was signed within the framework 
of the second phase of MED POL, the monitoring 
and research component of the Mediterranean 
plan. In May 1982 Israel took part in the 
Session of a Special Character of UNEP’s 
Governing Council. The special session, marking 
the tenth the Stockholm 
Conference, adopted the Nairobi Declaration 
which calls upon the world community to renew 


anniversary of 


its com'nitment to environmental protection. 
Information on Israel's activities in the 

realm of environmental protection is distributed 

reaching 1600 


by means of publications 


subscribers throughout the world. 
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WEST BANK ROAD CONTROVERSY DISCUSSED 


Tel Aviv NEWSVIEW in English 26 Dec 84-1 Jan 85 p 5 





[Article 


[Text ] 


by Jerry Cheslow] 


A master plan now under con- 


sideration may give the West Bank one 
of the most efficient road systems in the 
world. But the local Arabs claim it will 
kill their economic enterprises that 
might have benefitted from it. 

Road Plan 50, released for consid- 
eration in February, provides for four 
types of roads — highways, main, re- 
gional and local roads. The widest 
would be 120-meter highways. A 150- 
meter strip on each side would be kept 
free of buildings. The system would in- 
clude beltways around major towns, im- 
provement of existing north-south roads 
and construction of east-west roads. 

West Bank Arabs have filed over 
1,000 objections. They claim that the 
current road system is adequate for 
Palestinian needs and that new roads 
would benefit Jewish settlers, while sti- 
fling Palestinian development. 

At the end of the prescribed period 
for presenting objections, a committee 
of Palestinian lawyers, businessmen, 
farmers and economists held a news 
conference in east Jerusalem. It pro- 
duced studies to show that the plan 
would take 46,000 dunams of land for 
paving 555 kilometers of road and an- 
other 78,000 dunams for shoulders. Ac- 
cording to the committee, the plan 
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would use more land than the total area 
of Jewish settlement in the West Bank, 
which is estimated at 88,000 dunams. 

The committee reports put the cost 
of the project at $370 million, express- 
ing skepticism that it would, in fact, be 
carried out. It concluded that the mo- 
tive behind the plan was to gain control 
over as much land as possible. At the 
same time, it would provide east-west 
access roads improving links between 
the Jewish settlements and the Israeli 
road system. 

“I can't understand why they need 
roads 120 meters wide,” said Dr. Hi- 
sham Awartani, a farmer and economics 
lecturer at Najah University in Nablus. 
“That’s wider than the road from San 
Francisco to Los Angeles. It’s a road for 
30 cars. The land will be expropriated 
as public domain, whether or not the 
road is eventually built. It will mean the 
demolishing of refugee camps [along the 
route] and the neutralizing of econom- 
ic activity and construction [by Pales- 
tinians] .”’ 

Awartani maintains that the limits 
on construction on both sides of the 
road will change socioeconomic patterns, 
under which Palestinian communities and 
small businesses traditionally grew up 
along major arteries. 




















“The road plan will be a disaster for 
agriculture,” claimed dairy farmer Amid 
Masri, reporting on a study of just 40 
kilometers of the road. “It will cover 
and destroy the Ghor Far’s Irrigation 
Canal [alongside existing roads in the 
Jordan Valley] , which carries 15 million 
cubic meters of water to |Palestinian] 
farmers per year. It would take 15 


artesian wells, 3,500 dunams of vegeta- 
ble farms, 1,200 dunams of orchards 
and 1,100 dunams of grain fields.” 

Spokeswoman for the civil admin- 
istration Elise Shazar says the road plan 
is not final. “The committee which will 
study the objections can move routes in 
any direction,” she said. “The final 
roads may be far narrower than original- 
ly envisaged. There are no plans to 
knock down refugee camps and, where 
possible, the routes will go through 
state lands to avoid expropriation.” 

She denies that the roads will serve 
mainly Jewish settlers. “The roads do 
not take into account the locations of 
Jewish settlements, just the topograph- 
ical and geographical conditions. As for 
the claim that the current road system ts 
adequate, it was built by the British 40 
years ago when there were far fewer cars 
on the roads.” 

The committee’s lawyer, Aziz She- 
hadeh of Ramalla, has already taken the 
claim to the israeli High Court of Jus- 
tice. It was rejected on the grounds that 
the road system would serve the entire 
population. 
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Shehadeh still maintains that the 
plan violates Jordanian and internation- 
al laws which are applied in the West 
Bank. “The Jordanian Regional Plan- 
ning Law does not provide for a road 
master plan,” said Shehadeh. ‘‘And all 
regional plans require local participa- 
tion. We were only consulted after the 
plan was complete . . . As for interna- 
tional law, it states that an occupying 
power may make changes for the securi- 
ty of its armed forces or for the good 
of the local population. Neither condi- 
tion applies.” 

Shehadeh says the committee will 
take the case to the World Court at the 
Hague. Since only states can apply 
directly to the court, he has called on 
the United Nations General Assembly 
to pass a resolution calling on the court 
to give an advisory opinion on the Is- 
raeli court ruling. 

In the meantime the committee has 
appealed to Prime Minister Shimon Pe- 
res to kill the road plan. Awartani noted 
that the plan was a heritage from the 
Likud government. He called on the 
prime minister to dissociate himself 
from it. Awartani, who visited Amman 
last month, then delivered a warning. 
“The Jordanian administration views 
the proposed plan with utmost concern, 
When Peres ts laboring hard to lure King 
Hussein [to peace talks], the plan could 
not have come at a worse time. But it is 
an acid test of the government’s inten- 
tions. We hope Peres will pass the test.”’ 
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AL-QAWASIMI'S BACKGROUND VIS-A-VIS HEBRON, PLO EXPLORED 


Tel Aviv NEWSVLEW in English 2-8 Jan 85 pp 


[Article by Jerry Cheslow] 


[Text ] 


I... West Bank held its breath this 


decision on whether Fahd Kawasme’s 
remains would be allowed back trom 
Amman for burial. The moment the 
news reached Hfebron that the town’s 
deported former mayor had been as- 
sassinated, lis brother Fayez applied co 
the Israeli Civil Administration tor a 
permit to go to the Jordanian capital 


io bring back the body. By Monday 
moraing, che Defense Ministry had only 
given permission for a delegation from 
tfebrou to go to Amman to atiend Ka- 
wasie’s funeral. Wichin the delegation 
of several hundred was Mustafa Natshe, 
who had suceceded Kawasme as mayor 
auc! similarly been deposed by [srach 
authoritics. 

“Fahd Kewasme was loved by the 
ocople of lebron,” declared Natshe. 
“Kawasme had been a good mayor, 
efficient in) paving roads and. bringing 
running water. "ver more maporcani, 
he was a source of oride for che town 
afier his deportation.” 

When he was gunaed down tn Am- 
man, Kawasme vas juse taking over ihe 
hivhest) Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
Lion position ever held by a West Banker, 
fast menth’s Palestine National Coun- 
cil meeting in the Jordanian capital ap- 
pointed Kawasme to the PLO executive 
committee and gave him the prestivious 
portfolio for che “Qeeupied Lands.” 
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Chroughout his political career, ihe 
short, Despx ctacled b> ear old civil Cin: 
vineer from Uebron scemed to have 
power thrust upon him aud was never 
really cormfortable with ii. Ie won the 
mayoral OSL by defaulc in 1976. Corm- 
munist leader Or. Ahmed Ulanizi Natshe 
Wills deported at the howlye ot his cam- 
paign to unseat one of ihe longest serv: 
ing mayors on the West Bank, Moham- 
med Alt Ja’abarit. Kawasme was then 
pushed to the head of De. Natshe’s pac 
ty lise. fle got not only Natshe’s wide 
ranging support but also the support 
of the Kawasine clan, which aumbers 


close to 10,000 in Hebron. 

During his first two years in office, 
Kawasine was known as a moderate, al- 
most a disciple of his friend, Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias rey. As unrest swept the 
West Bank in 1978, Kawasme was car- 
ried alony with 1 and joined the radical 
Palestintan Nattonal Guidance Commit: 
tee, Which also included Mayors Bassam 
Shaka of Nablus, Karim Khallaf of Ra- 
matlah and [brahim Tawil of £1 Bira, 


Kawasme’s Achilles’ heel was settle 
ment. fo a great degree, he blamed him- 
self for Jewish sctilement in tfebron, ft 
scarted at Kawasme’s Park {fotel, at the 
entranee to the town. Rabbi Moshe 
Levinger and a small group of tollowers 
had booked rooms at ihe Park for che 
Passover Seder in 1968. Phey refused 
to .eave undl the government agreed to 


build Kiryat Acba, overlooking Hebron, 











—— 





Phe same hotel is now packed with 
mourners. A huge portrait of Kawasme 
hanvs in che Os er. Hundreds of Hebron- 
tes, people from other areas of the West 
Bank and Israelis are filing in to pay 
their respects to Kawasme’s family. 

ln March 1980, Kawasme made the 
mistake that caused his deportation. 
fle israch goverament had decided to 
allow Jewish settlement in the heart of 
Hebron. Kawasme called a rally to de- 
clare a general strike in his town and a 
boycott of the Jewish settlers trom 
neighboring Kiryat Arba. “Just as the 
British Empire and the Nazis collapsed,” 
Kawasme fumed, “the Jews will also 
vanish from the area.” 

{wo months later, six fewish serilers 
were shot dead ontside Beit Hadassah, 


the first building where Jews were al- 
lowed to settle inside the city. Kawasme 
was deported because he allegedly helped 
create an atmosphere of incitement 
against settiers in Hebron. 

Many Israeli leaders were clearly 
uncomfortable with the deportation, 
among them Binyamin Ben-Eliezer, then 
the West Bank’s military governor and 
now a Knesset member. “Deep down, 
Kawasme was a moderate who believed 
in dialogue with Israel,”’ said Ben-Eliezer. 
“But he didn’t have the courage of his 
convictions. We were friends . . . We 
spoke many times. | told him that if 
he didn’t express himself, history would 
not forgive him and the assassin’s bullet 
would catch up with him.” 


Until last month’s PNC session in 
Amman, Kawasme did not accept an of- 
ficial PLO post. Instead, he continued 
his efforts to return to Hebron. Kawas- 





me appealed to the Isracli High Court of 
Justice and the United Nations. At the 
same time, his brother Fayez made nu- 
merous applications to the Israeli au- 
thoritics and Kawasme often phoned 
Ben-Fliezer, who had since risen to the 
post of government coordinator for the 
territories, the highest position dealing 
with the administered areas short of 
defense minister. 





“His requests to return were con- 
sidered several times,” said one top De- 
fense Ministry official who refused to be 
quoted by name. “But for all Kawasme’s 
moderate statements made to the West- 
ern press, he made an equal number of 
radical statements to Arab audiences. 
For instance, in late 1980 he returned 
to Amman from a tour of the Western 
world, where he displayed an Image of 
moderation to pressure Israel to allow 
him back into the West Bank. Then he 
spoke to university students, calling for 
open revolt in the territories. He said 
‘our children’s stones are more powerful 
than all of the guns of the Arab world.’ ”’ 

Many Israelis, including Minister- 
without-Portfolio Ezer Weizman, who, 
as defense minister, took the decision to 
deport Kawasme, called for the return 
of Kawasme’s remains for burial in 
Hebron. Other Israeli leaders, such as 
Foreign Minister Yitzhak Shamir saw 
the murder as a warning to King Hussein. 
“Fahd Kawasme’s murder is another 
proof of the continued, futile, bloody 
struggle between the terror organiza- 
tions,’’ said Shamir. ‘Anyone following 
their path will achieve nothing. By al- 
lowing the PNC to meet in Amman [last 
month], Hussein only endangered his 
own throne.” 

For Hebron, Kawasme is a Palestin- 
ian martyr, assassinated by Syrian 
agents in an attempt to scuttle the 
peace process. ““‘We think [PLO chief] 
Yasser Arafat chose Kawasme for his 
position as a sign that he wanted nego- 
tiations with Israel,’”’ said one Hebronite 
who refused to give his name. “Ka- 
wasme was a moderate who believed in 
a Palestinian state and peaceful coexis- 
tence with Israel. He also had wide- 
ranging connections with Israeli leaders, 
which would have made him an ideal 
candidate to head a Jordanian-Palestin- 
ian delegation to negotiations with Is- 
rael. That’s why he was killed. But it 
won't help his assassins. There will be 
many more Fahd Kawasmes.”’ 

West Bank leaders from the most 
radical -- deposed Nablus Mayor Bassam 
Shaka — to the most moderate — Beth- 
lehem Mayor Elias Freij have con- 


demned the assassination. For the 
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past 50 years, we Palestinians have suf- 
fered trom political assassinations,” 
Freiy said. He also maintains that Ka- 
wasme’s body should have been allowed 
to return. ‘““Now Kawasme is dead. He is 
a son of Hebron with a right to be 
buricd in his home town. Allowing the 
funeral in Hebron would be a great ges- 
ture toward the Palestinians and the 
West Bank.” 

After long deliberations the Israeli 
government decided not to allow the 
funeral to be held in Hebron. On one 
hand, Peres had declared a willingness to 
ease conditions for the residents of the 
West Bank. On the other, Israel has nev- 
er allowed a member of the PLO execu- 
tive committee to be buried on the West 
Bank. The authorities believed the fu- 
neral might spark off anti-Israel de- 
monstrations and that the grave could 
have become a pilgrimage site for Is- 
rael’s enemies on the West Bank. 0 
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KAHANE LNTERVLEWED ON REACTION TO RESTRICT LIONS 
Tel Aviv NEWSVIEW in English 2--8 Jan 85 p 9 
[Interview of The Kahane Mutiny] 


[Text] | Kahane: [’m no fool. | knew the police 


would not allow me in. [ achieved cxact- 
power, I can + do what I want’”’ ly what [| wanted, a million dollars 
worth of [news] coverage. A million 
Jews in this country are furrous because 


I, was a busy week for Rabbi Tewtik Poubi (Communist MK] can 
Meir Kahane. The controversial Knesset crave! this country trecty and Mer _ 
member had his immunity curtailed in hane path bir power, because with- 
an effort to prevent his fractious visits ed _Aetideitge 5 t do what I want. 
to Arab villages. The day after the Knes- Newsview: This week you became the 
set vote, he set out to test the ruling first Knesset member to have bis parlia- 
by visiting the Arab village of Taibe mentary freedom of movement cur- 
but was turned back by police. Later, tailed. . | . 
he tried to celebrate Fahd Kawasme’s Kahane: I['m convinced that behind it 
death (see pages 2-4) at the Pusriavch 's Was a really deep-rooted fear on the part 
Caves in Hebron. Ignoring security of the Left and even the Right. Should 
forces’ requests that he leave the city, the economy continue to fail, which, 
Kahane locked himself in his car. Police unfortunately it will, and should un- 
forcibly extricated him from the vehicle employment increase among Jews, t will 
and escorted him to Jerusalem where he get more seats in the coming election 
was released. Newsview’s Jerry Cheslow _ than my worst enemies fear. 
spoke to Kahane about his curtailed im- 


“] want power, because without 





munity and what he plans to do about it. Newsview: On what grounds do you in- 
° tend to fight the limitation of your im- 
Newsview: You were stopped on the munity? 
way to Taibe in the first test... of the Kahane: We [{ Kahane’'s Kach movement] 
limitation of your immunity. are going to the [igh Court. By its own 
Kahane: | don’t understand the differ- rules the Knesset has no right to limit 
ence between what happened on the Immunity partially. Furthermore, it can- 
way to laibe and what happened when not take away immunity from just one 
| tried to reach Urnm al Fahm (sparking member unless a crime has been com- 
off violent demonstrations in Septem- mitted. Now in general, [| feel discrimi- 
ber]. | roused the Arabs and the leftists nated against in the Knesset and have 
and brought the news media out. The filed a suit in the High Court of Justice. 
police didn’t allow me through in either Speaker Shlomo [Hillel has arbitrarily 
case. struck down every bill Kach has tried to 
Newsview: But you didn’t achieve your table and he is supposed to be neutral. 


goal of reaching Taibe. 
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Newsview: It’s just a matter of time un- 
til the Knesset passes a law against 
racism and that law will be directed 
against you. 

Kahane: | will vote for any bill against 
racism, since I am against racism. But I 
don’t envy the people who propose that 
motion. The question that will have to 
be decided is, what is racism? I'll bring 
500 quotes from Jewish sources and the 
Knesset will have to face up to the ques- 
tion of whether Judaism itself is racist. 
Newsview: In your opinion, is it? 
Kahane: No, but it is not Western. 
Judaism differentiates between Jews 
and non-Jews but that’s not racist. Rac- 
ism is when I say that you are perma- 
nently an inferior person. Judaism has 
always clarified that we are the chosen 
people. But any non-Jew who wants 
can become Jewish. There is a legal dif- 
ference between Jews and non-Jews. 
And, my God, I'll bring countless 
sources to prove that. If they want to 
wash their linen in public, that’s fine. 
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They will be serving my aims, helping 
to prove that my program is Judaism. 
Newsview: Other Knesset members 
claim your program is one of bate. 
Kahane: I've always said that people 
who can’t debate will defame. There is 
not one person there who is willing to 
debate me ... Just don’t call me names. 
It adds nothing and doesn’t bother me 
anyway. 

Newsview: One of your supporters is in 
jail in Jerusalem for firing a grenade into 
an Arab bus. Don't you think this is a 
result of your type of philosophy? 
Kahane: Who says that’s wrong? I'm 
not saying whether that’s right or wrong. 
Right outside this city, there’s a settle- 
ment called Ramat Raziel. It’s named 
after a man who, in the 1930s, placed 
bombs in Arab market places. Hundreds 
of Arabs were killed. He was a hero. 
Newsview: Then there was no state. 
Kahane: There is not one Arab who 
would not rather live here in a state 
called Palestine rather than in Israel. So 
I consider them [the Arabs] enemies. 
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PHENOMENON OF RETURN TO ORTHODOXY EXAMINED 





Tel Aviv NEWSVIEW in English 2-8 Jan 85 pp 14-18 


[Article by Mordehai Beck] 


[Text ] 


Bes events in the 1960s triggered 
a minor revolution. The Six Day War 
caused a sudden identification of young 
Diaspora Jews with Israel and their own 


ness is said to be accidental. However, 
students looking for religiosity found 
their way to Har Zion and that yeshiva 
became the first of many places of 
learning catering to Jews with no or 


Jewishness. The threat of the Jewish little knowledge of Judaism 
state’s annihilation, the undertone of Such institutions are called ba’al 
the Holocaust, the capture of the West- teshuva yeshivas — yeshivas for those 


ern Wall and the support and sympathy 
of the world for Israel’s victory created 
an upsurge of Jewish consciousness, ¢s- 
pecially in the young. 

America’s war in Vietnam simultan- 
eously generated scorn for the state and 
crises of identity, resulting in counter- 
culture and a reverence for ethnic 
uniqueness. The cry of American youth 
for a return to roots was problematic 
for American Jews. The previous genera- 
tion had been concerned with integra- 
tion; the roots of American Jewry were 
dead and buried in Europe. 

After the Six Day War, curiosity or 
euphoria brought many of these young 
Jews to Isracl. Some were on their way 
to India or the Far East in a search for 
mysticism and_ religious experience. 
Their questions of purpose, identity and 
meaning could not be answered by the 
traditional Orthodox community. 

Traditional yeshivas did not (and 
still do not) have the facilities to teach 
the mature beginner. Their students be- 
gin with a history of religious education. 
More important, in a traditional yeshiva, 
understanding concepts of God and 
Judaism are assumed. 

In 1967, Rabbi Mordehai Goldstein 
opened Har Zion Yeshiva. The fact 
that the institution became populated 
by secular Jews in search of their Jewish- 





who have returned, or repented. The 
students who come to live a religious 
Jewish life are known as ba’alei teshuva. 


Unlike many of the self-searching phe- 
nomena of the 1960s, this movement 
has become permanent, mainly because 
of the establishment of dozens of insti- 
tutions similar to Har Zion. 

The yeshivas catering to the non- 
Israeli secular Jew encountered great 
difficulties at their outset. 

At first, the ba‘al teshuva world was 
received with hostility by the tradition- 
ally Orthodox. There is an enormous 
difference in the two styles of Judaism. 
Ba’alei teshuva dress differently, com- 
bining the appearance of the Orthodox 
Jew with the accessories of hippiedom. 
Many come from Western, liberal back- 
grounds. The traditionally C,thodox 
world is steeped in its traditions; after 
almost two decades, the ba’al teshuva 
community has some traditions of its 
own. 

Traditional yeshivas mistrusted the 
religious credentials of the newly Ortho- 
dox and expected commandments to be 
carried out inaccurately. Above all, in 
the early days, the first ba’al teshuva 
institutions were seen as dens of iniquity. 
There were many accusations of drug 
abuse, compounded by the local press. 
The students were seen as hippies, od- 
dities. 
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6¢ An Israeli artist became religious. His yeshiva told bim that art ts a 
waste of time, Torah would provide him with everything. After S1x 
months be began to get depressed. He became suicidal and tried to kill 
his wife. When be was sent to me I sent him straight back to bis studio, 
explaining to bim that art and Judaism are complementary. Today he 
studies balf day and is painting better than ever before. This ts a very 
common story among ba‘alei teshuva. It is very dangerous to negate 
your past in order to become observant. The changes must be integrated 
| with the needs of your personality. ? 


9 
Rabbi Haim Lifschitz, Sadat Enosh 











The fear of producing misfits was 
expressed early on by members of both 
the yeshivas and the Orthodox com- 
munitv who were afraid that these 
Western-born students would be alienat- 
ed from both their secular past and their 
Orthodox present. Rabbi Haim _Lif- 
schitz, a psychologist who runs Sadat 
Enosh, a counseling service for ba’alei 


teshuva, has had occasion to counsel 
thousands of returnees and concurs that 
‘the process of becoming Orthodox 1s 
long and subtle. The Torah community 
is very aware of this and if it has accept- 
ed ba'‘alei teshuva it is only on a super- 
ficial level.” 

Rabbi Mendel Weinbach of Ohr Se- 
mayah, the largest yeshiva for the newly 
Orthodox, sees the reaction differently: 
“Not only has the Torah community ac- 
cepted the ba’ale: teshuva, they've also 
seen in them models for the observance 
of commandments and _ sincerity at 
prayer and study. In some cases this has 
made the easy going ‘frum-from-birth’ 


[Orthodox] Jews ill at ease, because 
their own laxity 1s challenged.” 
The lack of respectability also 


caused difficulties with financing. Ini 
tially, the yeshivas were funded only by 
private donations. Some American stu- 
dents came from wealthy families but 


all the yeshivas began with nothing. 
r 


| €€We've been labeled anti-Zionists, but by whose definition? Recent 
research done by the kibbutz movements shows that 40 percent and 
_more of their own youth consider themselves either non-Zionists or 


_anti-Ziontsts. 


Emotionally we're with Gush Emunim [West Bank settlers]. But 
you have to be pragmatic. We don’t tell people the territories are an 
integral part of Judaism, they’re only one small aspect of it. 99 
Rabbi Mendel Weinbach, Ohr Semayah 
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In the 1970s ba’al teshuva yeshivas 
began to receive state support. Today, 
the local municipalities, the Religious 
Affairs Ministry and the Education Min- 
istry all contribute toward the upkeep 
of the institutions. The Student Au- 
thority of the Jewish Agency now sup- 
ports foreign Jews studying in these 
yeshivas as it supports those studying at 
Israeli universities; it pays tuition fees 
and gives a housing grant. Much of the 
funding is still supplied by private dona- 
tions. There are formal fees forstudents, 
the amount varying from one yeshiva to 
another. However, no one is turned 
away. 

State support points to the degree 
of acceptability and respectability these 
yeshivas have attained. A number of 
American universities give credits for a 
year’s study abroad at a ba’al teshuva 
yeshiva. However, as one ba’al teshuva 
head says, a yeshiva which is not bank- 
rupt 1s not a yeshiva. 

it is quite usual for students to stay 
on for two, three or more years at their 
yeshiva and an increasing number ulti- 
mately more on to a traditional place 
such as Mir or Hevron. But their influ- | 


ence has not stopped at traditionally 
Orthodox yeshivas 
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“What these students have done,’ 
says Weinbach, “is to have made the 
idea of teshuva acceptable to the public. 
Ten or even five years ago, ba’alei te- 
shuva were considered a curiosity at 
best and an outrage at worst. This has 
all changed radically.” 


Weinbach is one of the founders 
of Ohr Semayah which is housed in 
a large campus-style complex at the 
edge of Jerusalem’s Ma’alot Dafna 
neighborhood. The experience of the 
past few years has taught Weinbach 
more about his students. “‘Many stay on 
tor two years or more, marry and con- 
tinue studying in kollel [an institution 


where students learn full-time and re- 
ceive a small salary]. Marriage into the 
families of the established Orthodox 
community is a sign of the degree of 
integration we have achieved. At the 
same time, we've learned to diversify our 
goals, especially for beginners. Initially 
we had the aim of making all our stu- 
dents frum [Orthodox in Yiddish] . To- 
day we have lowered our sights. Just to 
heighten a student’s Jewish conscious- 
ness or to save someone from intermar- 
riage is also an achievement.” 


Saving world Jewry is a recurring 
theme in discussion with the rabbis and 
students at these veshivas. But gathering 
the Jews to be saved is no simple thing: 
“You can’t attract Diaspora Jews to Is- 
racl for its own sake,” says Weinbach. 
“Threats of a potential holocaust also 
don’t work: it’s too abstract. When inter- 
marriage hits someone’s home there 1s 
1 reaction. We find that many of our 
students have brothers or sisters who 
have married Gentiles.” 

The existence of Israel and especial- 
ly the city of Jerusalem are major fac- 
tors in casing the students’ return to 
Judaism. It is often easier for a ba’al 
teshuva to move country than to change 
lifestvle so radically at home. For 
those who cannot come to Israel the 
yeshivas have programs in the Diaspora, 
often run by alumni. Lessons increas- 
ingly feature recordings of the heads of 
Israel’s ba’al teshuva yeshivas. A good 
number of students have graduated to 
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education in the Diaspora, cither as rab- 
bis or tcachers. They are natural con- 
duits to direct the flow of further stu- 
dents back to their alma maters in Jeru- 
salem. 

In Isracl many young people are 
introduced to the ba’al teshuva world 
by Rabbi Mcir Shuster who patrols 
Jerusalem’s central bus station and the 
Western Wall looking for potential “‘cus- 
tomers.” 

Recently he has been joined by an- 
other independent organization doing 
similar work while a parallel group fi- 
nanced by Shuster’s backers, Pe’ilim of 
America, has started work among 
young women. 

Brakha Zavit, who runs a women’s 
program, aims her sights at the many 
students who come to study at Israeli 
universities for a short term and are glad 
of the opportunity to have some mini- 
mum exposure to authentic Judaism 
while in the country. Brakha’s programs 
include “Fabulous Friday Nights,” 
when the students stay in a Jewish home 
and participate in an Orthodox Sabbath, 
and a “Mikveh Tour” (a tour of ritual 
bathhouses) during which explanations 
are proffered as to the laws of marital 
purity and the role of women in Jewish 
life. Similar introductory courses of 
three, four or six weeks are offered by 
some of the larger yeshivas. 

Rabbi Haim Brovender, founder and 
dean of Givat Hamivtar for men and 
Michlelet Bruria for women, has a repu- 
tation for attracting Ivy Leaguc academ- 
ic types. “They’re not sick people,” he 
says, “merely deficient in one area of 
study. Our aim is to make them pro- 
ficient and self-sufficient in studying 
source material. We believe that learning 
the texts well will change the students’ 
inner life. 

“On the other hand, yeshiva is an 
unnatural place which develops only 
certain aspects of their personalities. A 
community cannot be built on that. 
We're here to educate, not to change 
the world.” 

Others would disagree with Bro- 
vender’s analysis. They can point to the 
number of communities which the ye- 
shivas have formed over the years and 
the various plans (including those of 
Brovender himself) to expand such 
developments in the future. 








— 


do we have the courage to fail? 99 





66 We don't give pat answers; we examine the tensions within Halakha 
itself and discover the coexistence of conflicting sources. The question 
is whether we can continue teaching ambiguity. Or put another way, 
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Haim Tcholkovsky, now a rabbi at 
the Diaspora Yeshiva, is a member of 
its first community adjacent to 
Mount Zion premises. (Nineteen other 
students and their families have just 
moved to a new community on the West 
Bank.) Haim believes a yeshiva should de- 
vclop the students’ inner personality 
further, as well as teaching texts: “A 
person learning Torah has to change 
himself. Otherwise his learning is root- 
less. That’s why we stress musar [ethics] 
together with intense self-analysis to ac- 
company the Torah study. Without 
developing the sclf you become a frozen 
form. Unfortunately, that’s often all 
that’s required. Even though the Ortho- 
dox community has accepted our prod- 
ucts we recently graduated a whole 
class of rabbinical students — they’ve 
not yet comprehended our methods.” 


If the Orthodox.community has 
lowered its reserve toward foreign re- 
turnees, the rclationship between the Or- 
thodox world, the secular society and 
the returnees becomes even more intense 
and complex with Israeli-born penitents. 
Unlike Westerners they are critical of Is- 
racl from within. That these students 
are Israclis who have felt the need for 
Orthodoxy is a direct assault on the 
values of secular Zionism. 

The development of a separate Is- 
racli ba’alei teshuva movement I.°s re- 
ceived enormous coverage in the local 
media. Some of the country’s biggest 
show biz figures have made = much- 
publicized conversions. Most important, 
the Israeli ba’alei teshuva constitute crit- 
icism of entrenched attitudes and ideo- 
logical inertia. 


wncicecslenael — Cicscsnmaicasinesiecioitbaiiannstaees 


thousands more?’ 99 





lf 


5] 





— -————- — —- + --- 








Some _ ba’al teshuva yeshivas have 
been repeatedly accused of anti-Zionism. 
Some clearly support the state, but the 
position of Ohr Semayah, for example, 
is ambiguous. The yeshiva has denied 
charges of hostility toward the State of 
Israel. 

Some yeshivas express their sym- 


pathy by adopting Hebrew as the lan- 
guage of instruction, The acceptance of 
state funding implies acceptance of the 
state. The less sympathetic institutions 
do not formally state any anti-Zionist 
position, but by their very nature they 
are critical of the country. 

While some Israeli reporting has 
been woefully inaccurate and = un- 


. balanced, it expresses, beneath its al- 


most hysterical tone, the fears — especi- 


ally ‘of the liberal-left intelligentsia — of 
an imminent invasion of hordes of 
evangelicals. 

Other reactions, however, reveal a 
sneaking admiration for these new spiri- 
tuals. This is even truer of the way in 
which these yeshivas have defused a po- 
tentially dangerous Israeli criminal ele- 
ment. Rabbi Avraham Hazan of the po- 


~\ce and prison service has been quoted 


asNaying: “Contrary to the h.,.. failure 
rate OMwther forms of rehabilitation, the 
ba’al teshuva movement has had an 
extraordinary success with prisoners. Of 
135 convicts in my charge, including 
murderers, drug-pushers, rapists and 
pimps, not one has returned to his prev- 
icus criminal life.”” These are impressive 
figures. 


66 Rabbi Weinberg met [former premier] Menahem Begin just after 
the Entebbe rescue. It cost five million dollars to rescue 70 Jews, be 
told him. ‘Don’t you think we could spend a similar amount to save 


Rabbi Mendel Weinbach of Ohr Semayah | 
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Foreign ba’alei teshuva are usually 
young, post-high school or graduates 
Israelis, on the other hand, tend to be 
much older. All have finished army 
service and most are married. One mar- 
riage partner’s “conversion” can lead to 
the breakdown of a relationship. This al- 
so generates resentment within the 
country. 


The new yeshivas have not for- 
saken traditional methods of learning, 
only adapted them to the needs of 
scarching students. Most ba’alei teshuva 
are well-acquainted with secular liter- 
ature and philosophy. Unlike a tradi- 
tional yeshiva, this would enter class 
discussion. The basic tenets of Judaism 
must be taught with rational explana- 
tions; Judaism must answer the needs of 
modern, secular, experienced students. 

Talmudic study is postponed, and 
finally taught in a critical, analytic fa- 
shion. In some yeshivas, men and wom- 
en study together and the average age is 
often 30 or older. Students adopt rel- 
gious Judaism by volition, but at ba’al 





teshuva yeshivas pecr pressure is strong. 

Ron Kislev of the Hebrew daily 
Ha'aretz recently estimated there are 
between 12,000 and 15,000 ba’alci te- 
shuva in Isracl. The number is probably 
much smaller, but it’s clear the move- 
ment has grown and is now firmly es- 
tablished. While the number of new stu- 
dents cach year has remained at the 
same level, the proportion of students 
who remain for a second year and even- 
tually form their own communities has 
increased significantly. 

The ba’al teshuva movement itself 


defies casy categorization, Its leading 
personalities and institutions are too dis- 
parate in character and outlook to be 
classed together. The difficulty of unit- 
ing different factions was underlined by 
a recentunsuccesstul attempt to organize 
a ba’al teshuva convention in Jerusalem, 
What is indisputable, however, is that 17 
years after the Six Day War the insti 
tutions, students and teachers of the 
ba’al teshuva world have become a 
permanent fixture in the geographic and 
spiritual capital of the Jewish people 


0 











JPRS-~NEA~85- G 


?o February J 


~ JORDAN 


BRIEFS 
-HOSPHATE EXPORT INCREASE--Jordan, the world's third largest phosphate exporter 
may double its exports of the mineral by 1990. The exploitation of the 
Shaidiyah phosphate site (proven reserves: one billion tonnes) is awaiting 


pletion of a feasibility study by a consortium of French and Jordanian 
firms. The consortium, made up of the French companies Sofrerail, Sofremines, 
CDF Chimie, Bureau de Recherches Geologiques et Miniers and the Jordanian 
consultants Dar al-Handassah won a $3mm contract to undertake the study last 
week. The technical and economic study of the site in southern Jordan will 
take two years to complete. The mining project, developed by the state-owned 
jordan Phosphate Mines Co., includes building a township for 25,000 people 
1d setting up a rail link between the site and the Red Sea port of Aqaba. 
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SYRIA 


PROGRESS OF AL—-RAQQAH RURAL ELECTRIFICATION DETAILED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 1] Jan 85 p 3 


[Text] There will not be a large or small residential concentration in 
al-Raqqah province which is not supplied with electricity during the 
coming year. This is thanks to the unceasing labor of the workshops of 
the al-Raqqah directorate of electricity, which works day and night 
believing that every citizen in this governorate has the right to receive 
enough of che necessary services of electricity, water and roads. 


TISHRIN met with Eng Ibrahim ‘Awad, director of electricity for al-Raqqah, 
to talk about the projects which the directorate is implementing in the 
city. 


Rural Electrification 


The al-Raqqah directorate of electricity executed all of its plans in the 
rural area and the city during the recent years. If we take a quick, 
brief look at the plan for implementation, particularly for electrification 
of the rural area, the rise in the line of the graph of production per- 
centages becomes clear to us. Electricity came to al-Raqqah province 

in 1953, but only the city of al-Raqqah was electrified, by means of small 
generating units. In 1959, electrification was completed for the first 
village in the governorate, in the al-Sabkhah region. A second village, 
Tal 'Abyad,was electrified in 1961. By 1974, there were six villages with 
electricity, and two more villages were electrified in 1976. Ten villages 
were electrified in 1977, 1/7 villages in 1978, and 12 other villages in 
1979. All together, 47 villages received electricity from 1953 through 
the middle of 1979. 


After the electricity for al-Raqqah was separated from the electricity of 
the northern region in the middle of 1979, and thanks to big efforts in 
the province by the party and government leadership, and the workers in 
the al-Raqqah directorate of electricity, the connection of electricity 
was completed to 14 villages in 1980. In 198], electricity was brought 
to 57 villages, to 82 villages in 1982, and to 114 villages in 1983. 
This raised the number of villages with electricity to 314. 











1984 Plan of al-—Raqqah Directorate of Electricity 


The al-Raqgah electricity plan for 1984 calls for bringing electricity 

to more than 91 villages. So far, 60 of these have been completed, and the 
remainder are in the process of implementation and will be put into service 
before the end of the current year. By this, we see that the percentage 

of implementation is proceeding in an excellent fashion, especially in 

the past 4 years. From 1953 until the middle of 1979, only 47 villages 

in the province received electricity, whereas we notice, as we mentioned, 
that the period since 1980 is a peak in the results of our work. We 

were able, during the past 4 years, to electrify 358 villages, thus 
bringing the number of villages with electricity in the governorate to 
about 405. 


1985 Plan 


The directorate's plan calls for bringing electricity to more than 134 
villages. According to capabilities, studies, and established plans, 

it is expected that all families and residents in the rural areas of the 
governorate will have electricity in 1986. 


Development of the Directorate's Activities During the Past 4 Years 


It is noticable that the performance plans grew regularly each year, since 
the majority of the 405 villages with electricity received it during the 
past 4 years. Moreover, about 868 kilometers of medium voltage lines 

were laid during the same period, and low voltage lines extended to about 
1,120 kilometers. In the area of installing electrical transformers, 

more than 335 overhead stations have been implemented. Also, the number 
of meters installed by the directorate was more than 33,000. 


Electrical Maintenance in the Rural Areas 


Offices and service centers have been built in the towns of al-Mansurah 
and al-Subkhah, the districts of Tall 'Abyad and al-Jurniyah, the town 

of al-Karamah, and the city of al-Thawrah. The function of these stations 
is to maintain the networks and assure prompt service whenever electrical 
current is interrupted. 


New Electrical Projects 


Work is under way to complete the needs and requirements for transformer 
stations in Tall 'Abyad, south of the city of al-Raqqah, and in the area 
of al-Jurniyah. There are 66 stations at 20 kilovolts. Each has a 
capacity of 2 to 10 megavolt-amperes. These stations will achieve the 
desired goal of improving the electrical situation of all of the sections 
of al-Raqqah directorate. 
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How Projects of the Directorate Were Implemented, and the Policy Followed 
in Electrifying Villages 


Previously, projects of the directorate were carried out by private sector 
contractors. Now, all of the directorate's projects, as well as low voltage 
lines and main lines for medium voltage, are implemented in co-operation 
with public sector companies, particularly the Organization for Military 
Housing and the General Organization for the Euphrates Dam. 


In the method followed in electrifying one village and not another, the 
village must be close to the high tension lines, and its population den- 
sity high enough. It is not possibie to connect electricity to a village 
with a small number of residents and to neglect a village dense in popu- 
lation. Occasionally, a village is electrified which does not have many 
residents, but which is close to the power lines. 


Construction of a Building for the Directorate 


The value of the new administrative office building is more than 10 miilion 
Syrian pounds. It will be put into service in the beginning of the 

coming year. The building will have six floors and places for equipment 
maintenance, and gardens. 


The building will contain all departments and offices of the directorate, 
which were spread about in a number of places in the city. This building 
will provide convenience to the citizenry when a citizen encounters a 
difficulty during his application to the directorate. Likewise, this 
building will make many funds available to the state treasury which were 
paid as rents for leased properties, and it will ensure the psychological 
health and comfort of the administrative cadre. 


Comrade ‘Awad closed his conversation with TISHRIN by saying: "The 

rural area of the country, particularly thse rural area of al-Raqqah 

province, has encountered every attention and concern of the ruling 

party and its secretary-general, comrade-in-arms Hafiz al-Asad. Elec- 
tricity has spread to all regions of the governorate, in addition to road 

and water projects. These services led, finally, to termination of the 
flight from the rural area to the city, which in turn led to the availability 
of manpower in the rural area, which is a factor in increasing production, 
strengthening the economy of this steadfast nation in the face of all 
attempts and plots which have been devised against it." 


12780 
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SYRIA 
ORGANIZATION PLAN FOR FRUIT TREE CULTIVATION 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 31 Dec 84 p 5 
[Text] The cultivation of fruit trees in the country has expanded notice- 


ably during the past few years. This expansion made necessary the supply of 
needed nursery plants of excellent varieties and characteristics. The 
Ministry of Agriculture undertook to produce the required seedlings and 

to distribute them to the farmers, according to their requests, which 

they submit to the agricultural agencies or the farmers' associations at 
appointed times each year. 


The production centers for seedlings which are subordinate to the Ministry 
of Agriculture and are spread throughout the provinces of the country-- 
numbering 26 centers--were able to develop their production from 800,000 
seedlings in 1980, to 1175 million seedlings in 1983. This year, 1984, 
their production is approximately 16 million seedlings. Moreover, as a 
result of the increasing expansion in cultivation of fruit trees, and the 
increasing demand for seedlings, the Ministry of Agriculture undertook to 
construct 1l new agricultural centers, spread throughout the provinces. 
Their total area amounts to 7,635 dunums, while the old centers had no 
more than 8,249 dunums. Do these centers respond to all of the requests 
of farmers for seedlings, however? 


According to what Mr Faysal Maryud, director of agricultural affairs in 

the Ministry of Agriculture told us, it is not necessary to respond to all “ 
of the farmers' requests for seedlings; rather, it is necessary to provide 

all of the varieties and types for the areas in which improvements are 

being made as called for in the established afforestation plan. 


The Agricultural Reorganization Plan 


A result of the haphazard expansion which the farmers pursued previously 

in cultivating fruit trees in the country, by embarking, most of the time, 
on cultivation of predetermined and uncommon types, without observing well- 
considered plans, led to surpluses of some varieties and types of fruits in 
the market, which in turn led to a loss of some of the harvest and material 
harm to the farmers. 
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Given this state of affairs, existence of an agricultural reorganization 
plan is a necessary matter. Mr Faysal Maryud says that he completed 
drawing up an agricultural reorganization plan this year, and that it is 
being applied for the first time in the country. The Ministry of Agriculture 
and the farmers’ union and some organizations related to the agricultural 
sector participated in drawing up the plan. It is based on the 5-year 
plan, and the model regions fo: afforestation in the country. It includes 
distribution of seedlings on the basis of this plan, offering the necessary 
varieties and numbers according to the region in which these varieties 

of fruit trees are being improved. The plan for this year includes 12 
million seedlings. Mr Faysal Maryud emphasized that if a farmer requests 
grape vines in a region where cultivation of apples is being improved, he 
will not be given grape vine seedlings, but will be given apple seedlings. 
If a farmer moves outside the plan, and cultivates varieties other than 
those determined by the plan, he will be subject to an audit and be in 
violation of the law. 


The Varieties Are Selected And Carefully Studied 


Some farmers ask why the varieties of fruit trees which we have presently 
are not the same as those found in other countries. Mr Maryud explained 
that the varieties and kinds of fruit seedlings chosen for cultivation in 
our country are selected and chosen as a result of reports from the 
agricultural research directorate, on the basis of their suitability to 
the environment, on the one hand, and on economic grounds on the other 
hand. This is so that the varieties chosen are available for consumption 
over a long season, because types are selected which have sequential 
periods of ripening, with early, middle, and late maturity. This is 

what the farmers were not responsible for in the past. 


Seedlings for the Associations Free This Year 


Also, Mr Maryud says that the seedlings will be assured to be free of 
charge this year for the farmers' associations, in their status as legal 
persons, while the farmers who are members of the associations will be 
assured that they will be available at a low price. 


Importation of Seedlings 


Some farmers ask why permits to import seedlings are not given to them as 
has occurred previously. He explained that importing is allowed in case 

of a shortfall in the agricultural centers subordinate to the state, 

in order to meet the needs required by the plan, and that some farmers 

who come under the plan, but can not be assured the desired seedlings, 

are granted individual import licenses, since the state does not import 

for them. But, as Mr Maryud pointed out, individual importing is within 
stipulations. The most important of these is that the variety desired is 
not available in the country; and secondly, the private field of the farmer 
is subject to examination by an agricultural committee that determines the 
area of the land, the kind of seedlings which match the land, and the number 
of seedlings necessary for the area. 
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Delay in Distribution of the Seedlings 


Will the delay in distributing the seedlings to the farmers come to an end? 


Mr Maryud says that delay occurs occasionally in production and distribution 
ot seedlings due to natural factors, but that there is still delay in 


the suitable technical conditions for cultivation of the seedlings. 
Before distribution, the seedlings are submitted to a technical committee 
for examination and contirmation that they are free of disease and suitable 


7 } .¢ ¥ 
tor planting. 


A Final Word 


It is hoped, after construction of the new agricultural centers for seedlings, 


and repair and overhaul of the old farms, to set aside some fields to 
improve the production process of seedlings, so that we are able to leave 


behind the problem of mixing the different varieties of seedling, one for 
the other, during distribution. 


Many tarmers complained about this in the past. 
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ALLEPPO FRUIT TREE, FOREST PLANTINGS DETATLED 
Damascus TISHRIN in Arabic 1 Jan 85 p 3 


[Text] Year after year, the forested area in our country increases, 
embodying in trees the prospect of a beautiful and improved future. 

With the beginning of the currect afforestation season, let us see what 
the Aleppo directorate of agriculture has prepared for the season. 

In the area of fruit tree afforestation, the plan includes cultivation 
of 5,574 new hectares of the province's land with fruit trees, including 
the area which will be afforested in the green belt project. Of this 
total area, 249 hectares will be irrigated. 


Mechanized units of the directorate have undertaken reclamation of 3,000 
hectares, in various areas of the directorate, to prepare them for 
cultivation in fruit trees. The mechanized units are still engaged in 
this task. 


Also, the directorate carried out operations of digging up and preparing 
seedlings for distribution to co-operative and private sector tarmers, so 
that distribution can be carried out in the beginning of the coming year. 


The number of seedlings intended for distribution to the province and 
others, is 1.8 million seedlings of various kinds, including 800,000 
pistachio trees from seed, 800,000 almond trees trom seed; 150,000 

grape vines grafted and from seed, 130,000 olive trees, and peach, 

cherry, green plum, apple, plum, walnut, pomegranate, fig and quince trees. 


According to other statistics of the directorate of agriculture, the total] 
forested area of fruit trees in the governorate is ]42,000 hectare: 

These statistics indicate that there are 13 million grape vines, 9.4 
million olive trees, 1.9 million pomegranate trees, and 3.8 million 


pistachio trees. 
Forest Trees 
It has been determined to cultivate 1.080 hectares o! land ji he province 


with approximately 2 million forest trees of evergree nd pine, distributed 
among the places of ‘Ayn ‘Alu, Kafr Rum, Kawbalik ar ski 








district of Afrin, and Kafr Halab in the district of Sam'an, and Jabal 
al-Nur in the district of ‘Ayn al-‘Arab. 


The mechanized units of the directorate have carried out operations of 

opening the land and preparing it for digging. Also, the agricultural 

nurseries belinging to the directorate provided the necessary seedlings 
and carried out the activities of planting. It is expected that these 

activities will continue until the middle of this coming February. 


The Agricultural Nurseries 


A number of agricultural nurseries subordinate to the directorate under- 
took to assure the necessary trees for implementation of the plan. The 
Aleppo nursery provided fruit and forest seedlings, nurseries Babinnis 
and Kafr Antun produced fruit tree seedlings, and the 'Afrin nursery 
produced forest tree seedlings. Their combined capacity is about 4 
million seedlings annually. 


Currently, preparation of a new nursery is being completed for production 
of forest tree seedlings. it is the (al-Kumari) nursery, with an area of 
10 hectares and a production capacity of about 3 million seedlings 
annually. ft will be completed during this coming January, and put into 
use. 


In addition to these nurseries, a private nursery in (al-'Adami), in 
the desert, produces pasture seedlings, since the current year's plan 
includes cultivation of 1.7 million pasture shrubs. 
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IRAN 


MINIS'TER OF HEAVY INDUSTRIES DETAILS FUTURE PROJEC''S 
Yehran KKYHAN in Persian J2 Jan 85 pp 6, 21, 26 


[ext] The representatives of the Majlis in 
the session for today, Thursday, which was held 
under the chairmanship of Akbar Hashemi- 
Rafsanjani and then Mohammad Yazdi, ratified 
two bills and rejected the bill to attach one 
note to Article 6 of the Islamic penal law. 


Following the ratification by the Majlis, 
Engdineer Behzad Nabavi, the minister of heavy 
industries, continued his report from the 
previous session and renumerated the problems 
of this ministry for the representatives. 


Seyyed Mohammad Asghari, the representative of Tehran, was the 
first pre-agenda speaker in the Majlis on '‘hursday. Ue said: 


"Be alert. Satan 1S provoking its party and has attracted the 
alienated ones with no identity towards himself in order to 
return injustice to its nests and falsehood to its base." 


Greetings to the martyrs, greetings to Hoseyn, son of ‘Ali, the 
leader and Sire of all Martyrs of the world. Greetings to that 
freedom, the first step of which is to be God's slave. Greetings 
to the imam of the nation and the families of the martyrs, who 
have amazed the world with their patience and submission. 
Greetings to the combatants and all the brave men who possess a 
vision, thought and deeds on the axis and orbit of the "truth," 
who measure al] individuals, aciions and values by truth, and not 
on the scale of power and personality. 


He added: Yesterday was the anniversary of the uprising of the 
brave people of Qom and tomorrow is the anniversary of the 
martyrdom of the revered Seyyed Navvab-Safavi and his supporters. 
tn honoring these days, we respcct the memory of those self- 
sacrificers, self-sacrificing human beings who remained in their 
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divine "nature" and proudly hastened towards the creator of that 
"nature." 


The Result of the Renaissance, the Return to the Age of Ignorance 
by Greece and Rome 


Yes, the foundation of humanity was "divine nature." 
Aggressiveness, greed, ambition and oppressiveness deprived this 
"calif of God" of human nature, and idolatry began from those 
days. The unity of the Creator, the result of which was the 
unity of the prophets and mankind, was forgotten and 
categorization, colors, multiplicities, injustice, discrimination 
and human exploitation rose up from human beings, and at the same 
rate that injustice and rebellion increased, movements also 
heightened. With the steadfastness of the so-called 
"renaissance" in Europe and then the French Revolution, it was 
expected that true freedom would appear, but the opposite 
resulted. The result of all that hope was not a revitalization 
but a return to the age of ignorance of Greece and Rome. Mankind 
once again became a captive of idols and idolatry. This time, 
the idol cf the self entered the arena even more savagely and 
horribly, and so-called "humanism" took over human thought. 
Individual freedom became the talk of the day in uncontrolled 
release, and the human being became selfish and self-centered. 
Alas, for this lack of caring became known as freedom. 


The West apparently felt that it was victorious, because it 
thought it had broken the power of the pope and torn the chains 
of discrimination, unaware that it had become another dragon. 


Oh kings, we killed the eternal enemy/ A worse enemy remains 
within. The mother of all idols is the idol of the self/ Because 
that idol is a snake and this one a dragon. 


Asghani continued: Then decadent human liberation and liberalism 
became a human wolf and the flames of war, aggression and 
injustice took over the world, and God was forgotten. Hence, 
deviation began in ideas, in behavior, in politics, in rights, in 
economy, in culture, in short, in all human endeavors. One of 
the results of this viewpoint was opposition to Islam and the 
defeat of Muslims. Israel, this bastard of oppressors, was 
conceived in the heart of the Muslim nation and in a holy place, 
which was the first Kaaba of Muslims. It was astonishing that 
the puppet leaders governing the Islamic nations aligned 
themselves with Satin and Camp David became the slaughterhouse of 
so many hopes and ideals. 


At a time when despair had taken over everywhere and in 
tyrannized Iran, Satan was dominant in every nook and cranny, the 
Islamic revolution attained victory, the sun of the Koran 
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returned to the scene with the efforts of the great source oO! 











emulation from the family of the martyrs of Karbala and lines and 
consciences were changed. self-sacrifice was rekindled and the 
Slogan of neither East nor West but [Islamic Republic cast a new 
design on the world of politics. No’ merely a revolution but a 
great missio). appeared and a new human being with old ideological 
roots was born, a human being whose only weapon was faith and 
whose only cry was holy war until martyrdom. Yes, brother, this 
is what it is, and history is a truthful witness which those 
obstructing blessings will not stop their efforts and try to 
return Satan to its place. Protection and preservation of the 
blessings of this revolution and this great, divine, human 
mission requires self-sacrifice. This is a statement in the 
Koran: 


We bestow upon you blessings, so impart to your God and slaughter 
[Arabic]. . 


It is precisely from this standpoint that the war is the main 
issue, the most essential of issues. The war is tied with the 
nature and essence of the revolution. This oppression is 
awaiting before everything else to break the spirit of self- 
Sacrifice, generosity and martyrdom which has created a storm in 
the world and to see the face of a mother who smiles defiantly, 
faced with the martyrdom of her fourth son, disappointed and in 
despair. Oh, God, do not shame us in this great test. 


The Blights of the Revolution 


Asghari then said: Brothers and sisters, passing through this 
sensitive juncture of the revolution requires us to identify the 
blights of this great movement and try to eliminate them. In my 
humble opinion, the most important of these blights are: 


1. Lack of total attention to the war: In regards to the war, 
the Majlis must become active more than ever before. The Muslim 
nation must make holy war their slogan, accept living in war, and 
coordinate the organized combative forces with self-sacrifice and 
initiative. Obviously, the comfort-seeking spirits and those 
nurtured in abundance will not be able to tolerate this battle. 


2. Lack of attention to different aspects of beloved Islam, not 
merely as a "regime," but as an organized and spreading "regime" 
which has taken over the government and will present itself as a 
guiding regime to t*e world, to be a refuge cor the oppressed of 
the world, a regime with an independent legal, political, 
economic, financial and cultural system. Of course, such a 
regime cannot resolve the complicated global problems by relying 
on an extreme, closed viewpoint. 


3. Lack of attention to the Constitution as a sacred document 
whose every line and word reflect the blood of the thousands of 














brave Muslims who gave up their lives and property. Hesitation 
in the implementation of the principles of the Constitution will 
have harmful consequences. Here, we remind the press not to 
discuss certain issues which create doubt in connection with the 
Constitution. Doubt in the implementation of the principles of 
the Constitution will destroy the foundation of laws in the 
society. 


4. Lack of empathetic attention to the oppressed people and low- 
income strata. The commander of the faithful considers the whole 
nation as the pillar of religion and would disregard the 
discontent of the eminent and the aristocracy, who only think 
about themselves. "Give up the interests of the prominent people 
for the contentment of the public" [Arabic]. He instructs Malek: 
Let your heart's ear always iisten to the oppressed. 


Is the Forecast of Snow and Cold Weather Complicated? 

5. Gack of unity and congruity in affairs: It is not possible 
to manage affairs with contradictory, unharmonious and opposing 
views on the part of the authorities or with irresponsible 
interference. Responsibility without authority is also 
destructive. If differences of opinion exist to the extent that 
disrespect results in regards to current affairs in the society, 
the management of affairs will be impossible and, God forbid, in 
the midst, the people will be sacrificed. How can it be accepted 
that at the height of the cold weather, suddenly there is a 
kerosene shortage? Is the forecast of cold weather and snow so 
complicated? 


6. Lack of faith in law and legality in the society. The 
characteristic of law is its generality and its constancy. The 
highest authority must be as obedient to the law as the lowest 
Strata. Lack of observance of regulations will result in chaos 
and inevitagM@ conflicts. Discrimination in the implementation 
of law is degtructive. Therefore, law must be strengthened with 
the full cap@Mlity of the judicial branch. The national 
inspection o:-ice must have more of a presence. Ina society in 
which law does not govern, people feel unprotected and this is 
terrifying. 


7. The existence of class differences. The palace-dweller will 
never go to the front. Class differences, which are the sinister 
legacy of discrimination and the tyrant, must be destroyed. The 
tax bill and the implementation of such measures as Article 49 
might provide solutions. Reliance on oil revenues and current 
expenditures are the cancers of the revolution. In short, the 
existence of some incomplete elements in the offices, lack of 
attention to the encouragement and punishment system, lack of 
attention to workers and farmers who are the productive forces in 
the society, and also carelessness in the affairs of culture and 
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iniversities and, God forbid, lack of organization in the armed 
forces and aimlessness in foreign policy will result in extremely 
heavy damages. 


Oh God, grant us victory in this great test and help us not to 
forget the authentic slogans of the revolution. 


Statements of the Ardabil Representative 


The second pre-agenda speech was given by ‘Ali Mohammad 
Gharibani, the representative of Ardabil, who honored the revered 
martyrs of 9 January 1978 of the city of Qom and said: This 
movement and upr.sing was a turning point in history which was 
left behind by these men of God. 


He added: As we know, compared to the affairs of the country, 
the issue of war and victory is the highest of priorities, and 
then there is need to study and pay attention to the situation of 
employees and workers. 


We have heard the problems and the tragic situation of the 
government employees and workers of the Islamic Republic many 
times from the authorities and the Majlis representatives. Each 
one of the gentlemen have compassionately called the attention of 
the concerned authorities to the issue. I am certain that the 
Serving government of the Islamic Republic is searching for 
appropriate solutions to remedy these pains and eliminate the 
oroblems with utmost concern. I hope God will grant them 
Success. The problem in regards to the government employees is 
to provide a living for them and not to change the salary factor 
or increase their salary, because obviously, such an increase 
will result in additional inflation and new problems for the 
government and its employees. Now, what must be done? Is it not 
better to plan rather than increase salaries so that: 


A part of the amount for the increase is spent on strengthening 
the capital and management of the cooperative and consumption 
companies of the government establishment employees so that in 
this way the primary needs of the employees and their families in 
terms of clothing, food and other equipment is procured and 
provided totally in proportion to the number of their dependents. 


Another part of the amount should be given as discounts to 
employees and workers when they are purchasing goods. 


[n regards to other indirect forms of aid, they can be exempted 
“rom the payment of some daily expenditures, such as those for 
water, electricity, telephone, treatment and housing, for a 
logical consumed amount. 
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The goverament should be responsible to procure the goods neodad 
by the employees through procurement and production organizations 
and Qods and city and village chain stores and put them at the 
disposal of the cooperatives. 


‘he amployee will be free of the middlemen, 
hikers, considering his low salary, in regards 
of his Living needs. 


Cn thts manner, t 
hoartders and price 
ho tne procuremer 


—Z 
pg 


The Eftorts of Oporessors to Infiltrate Corruption into Schools 


Then, as a warning to the educational authorities and parents, he 
satd: Since the stupid consplracies of Eastern and Westera 
global oppressors, thesa Satanic evils who have no aim but enmity 
with divine spirituality and the valuable [slamic culture, have 
tFatled in every form and pretext vis-a-vis the always-on-the- 
scene, resistant, steadfast and martyr-nurturing nation of [ran, 
recently, in order to corrupt the sacred public opinion, they 
have invested in spreading corruption and problems in regards to 
nihilism and unlslamic, immoral ochavior, such as that of 
ounkists, addiction, improper dress, evening parties, birthday 
oarcties, telephone conversations, the distribution of video 
taves, and most importantly, deteriorating and corrupting the 
pure minds of the youth and the builders of the future of the 
[slamic society. They are trying to infiltrate the schools with 
corruption through various means. Hence, it is Felt that the 
operators of education, oacents and the judiciary, propaganda and 
the mass media have a heavy duty and responsibility to, God 
willing, through providing the necessary training and warning, 
help our beloved children to recognize the roads from pitfalls. 
{ft is expected that the government and judicial and law 
enforcement organizations will deal with such problems 
decisively, and also fight price hiking and smuggling and uproot 
cortuption from the society. 


As a suggestion, Gharibani said: [n order to prepare Large 
Fundamental plans on a national scale, which is the foundation of 
every study, research, developmental, exploratory, industrial, 
and agricultural task, by providing practical resources and 
Fundamental work, the Plan and Budget Organization should prepare 
national plans and take steps to provide for the needs of 
requesting organizations, of which 99 percent are governmental. 


By the way, why has the supreme planning council, which in 
accordance with the legislative ratification dated L6 July 1980 
of the Revolution Council and the ratification dated 12 July 1982 
OE the Cabinet, which has regular weekly sessions with Ll fully- 
authorized representatives of the milaisters in the Plan and 
Budget Organization, not been able to act in accordance with its 
legal duties, which are to determine the general policies of the 
olanning system and also determine the duties of the government 
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and private sector planning organizations? Or why have the 
determining ratifications of this council not been implemented? 

[ hoce that the Plan and Budget Organization, considering the 
legal duties which have not deen mentioned in the above-mentioned 
ratification, will take steps to repair the damages resulting 
From the Lack of fundamental plans for the country and make use 
of and increase the capability of the expert forces affiliated 
with that organization as soon as possible. 


[In regards to national divisions, he sid: One of the 
fundamental tasks, which has changed the organizational affairs 
of the country and will decrease the problems concerning the 
imbalance in the divisionary units and Lack of access, is the 
orecise implementation of the new national divisions Law, the 
implementation of which will certainly eliminate the motives 
concerning migration and will give special attention to the 
deprived rural areas. Also, the Financial burden resulting from 
the tmplementation of this law is insignificant compared to tae 
neavy costs resulting from lack of access and improper 
communication with those areas. Its implementation is feasible 
and in the interests of the government of the [Islamic Republic La 
avery respect. 


Attend to the complaints and discontent expressed by the [Islamic 
societies in connection with the pretest against the new duties 
of the public relations offices of the ministries, which have 
assumed some of the duties and authority of the Islamic 
societies, and do not pvermit more duplication of duties in the 
government organizations. 


Needs of the Electoral ‘ione 


In coneLlusion, he expressed the needs Qis electoral area as 


follows: 


The study cof the very tragic situation of water in Ardabil, 
‘h, due to pollution and narmtul sediments, causes the 
italization of several peoole every day. 


[The building of a slaughterhouse, which was supposed to be 
nstructed due to the needs and importance of the area. 


development of higher education centers, particularly the 
and paramedical training complex oroject. 


» establishment cf an agricultural and animal husbandry 
‘arch center in the area. 
A resolution of the problem of urban Land ownershinp required 
-he government organization and revolutionary institutions. 





r | 
‘ ; 


0. Raold measures to build an alenort terminal, since, because 
rher2 is no termiaal, the oresent international runway has been 


maaAuseda. 


/,. &xpeditiag and more attention to the construction of the 
Khalkhal-ArdabLl road. 


1 


8. Measures to complete the Nur and Molla Ahmad dams. 


9. Providing a revolution committee in Ardabil, with a 
population ot 800,000. 


LO. A resolution to the problem of Land and urban housing in the 
IL. The establishment of a maternity ward and Laboratory in the 


12. The provision of a 300-bed hospital in Ardabil. 


L3. The creation of an electricity outreach network to the 
villages of Ardabil, (Nir) and Namtin. 


Statements of the Amol Representative 


Mnhe last pre-agenda speaker was '[fsa Vala'i, the representative 
OF Amol. [In connection with the war, he said: 


The Latest statement of our beloved leader and imam was, wart, war 
unkil the conspiracy is eliminated. Our source of emulation has 
guided us and poiated out that the Koran will not allow us to 
make peace. [n th) s canaection, UT find one point necessary, 
woich is, in the war of Satfata, when the victory of ‘'ALL's army 
was certata, suddealy 500 persons rose Korans on Spears and 
shouts of cease-fire and peace wera heard. 


In the imposed war of [raq on Tran, after having so many martyrs 
and self-sacrificers Lett to onr brave nation and with the 
[islamic soldiers camped vehind the tents of Saddam supporters and 
nexk to Baghdad, the cries of peace were raised by the Ba'thists 
OF Baghdad to the global oppressors. Our nation must know that 
La the same way that ‘All was forced to accept peace which 

sulted in the anti-Islamic ideas of the Kharejites, the battle 
of Naravan and the following slaughter, this peace would have 
similar consequences, but our people will not allow history to be 
repeated and this imam to be forced to accept veace. No, this 
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Then conceraing the Factors of discontentment, he sald: Silace 
our revolution 1S pvpooular, the survival cf the revolution devends 
on the survival of the people on the scene and their 
disappointment will result 1a tne downfall of the revolution, | 

y tc ry a tew words concerning the factors of 
lscontentment. Before I begin, it 1s necessary to say taat 
recounting the factors of discontentment would not mean to 
overlook the services of the officials, because we are ak war 
with a regime for whom global oppression has openly declared its 
Supoort and would not stop at providing any help. ‘the 
government, which is at war, has offered significant services and 
advancements and must be praised and thanked for them. 

Recounting the factors of discontentment 1s also a steno towards 
tne continuation of e revolution in order for the ofFicialis to 
Succeed in eliminating these shortcomings. With your attention 
to this point, L will peint out four tactors of discontentmenet. 


— 


he pressure of inflation and high prices, especially on 
yees and educators, whom I thank as a rcepresentatiy 
who protect their revolutLlonary «ignity by 
3 of inflation and high orices. Why do 
uantage of this dignity and not think about 
Suppose it is not possibdle to increase their salaries 
because of the increase in inflation. Could they rot be given 
1g Loans, SlickKness Loans, and marriage Loans and through 
ing their needs at Low cost, could their cooneratives not 
2ngthened? With this situation, can we expect stealing, 
oOribery and idleness to be eliminated? I[t is reported from the 
Prophet, who sald: ho God, do not take away bread from us, for 
1f you do so, you will not be worshioned. [In other words, empty 
stomacns have no falth, unless a overson 1s infallible. 
Therefore, it 1S recommended that the [Islamic government porovide 
for the magistrate financially to the extent that he would have 
no material needs and would not deviate as a result of greed. 
Although one of th : icements of tudgeship 1s to be just, 
suffering from material needs would make an ordinary verson a 
rommit errors, ha : > pected of person who is not ordinary 
[as puolished]? [ call the attention of the honorable 
representatives to this tmportant issue in ratifying the budget 
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from the scene through unIslamic behavior. Hence, every 
Spiritual message of the imam which is expressed with particular 
compassion is taken advantage of by their narrow nature, which 
will result in a great tragedy. When the actions and statements 
of the imam are interpreted in various and preconceived forms, it 
is observed that they result in a distortion of the dignity and 
credit of the imam's statement, and a conflict among the 
Supporters of the revolution and the unity of the 
counterrevolutionaries. For example, in the theological center, 
the clerics and the supporters of the revolution become unkind to 
one another, whereas the opponents of the revolution and those 
exiled from the cities who have been rejected from the Hezbollah 
people and have taken refuge in Qom are trying to harm the 
revolution in any manner through frequent meetings. In the 
provincial cities, some of the authentic clerics have put a 
distance between themselves and the people, but the pseudo- 
clerics have joined the counterrevolutionaries. The same is true 
in the Majlis and the government. As ‘Ali said, the supporters 
of Mo'avieh have united in their falsehood, and you are in 
conflict over your truth. 


I spoke ambiguously with friends/ Oh God, solve this riddle. 


He added: Of course, both factions, because of their strong 
compassion for the revolution and Islam, think that the actions 
of the other faction will result in the downfall of the 
revolution and Islam and they behave in this manner. It is like 
the excessive love of parents for their only child, when each 
parent drags the child towards himself or herself to protect him, 
which results in the child being torn to pieces. Today, the 
Islamic revolution, this beloved newborn, suffers from this 
malady. How long must this painful problem continue and who must 
attend to it? Anyone other than the imam? And does the imam not 
have the limitations of the Prophet and ‘Ali? 


Currency Limitations and Taking Priorities into Consideration 
3. Lack of a proper program. I will set aside the problem of 


agriculture and what has happened to such items as wheat, rice, 
and cotton, and what the policy is. I will set aside the problem 


of carpets and I will not speak of fisheries. I will not refer 
to pistachio nuts. I will only point out a very small probiem in 
regards to the consumption of what we have. If there are 


currency restrictions, why are the priorities not taken into 
consideration? For instance, viscose is not imported 
sufficiently and domestic production suffers. At the moment, 600 
tons of artificial fibers are left in the Tabakan textile of Amol 
and there is no purchaser for them. Let us put all this aside. 
Given these limitations, why do the travels of the delegations, 
some of which are unnecessary, continue? Why are there so many 
heavy expenditures? And why are large amounts of currency paid 
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to send people on non-obligatory pilgrimages? Why is $500 paid 
for a European excursion? Are there no more importar.t and 
necessary problems in the country? I will refer to one small 
example. A number of the self-sacrificers of the revolution 
suffer pain and are not sent abroad. Their failure to completely 
recover will not go without psychological effects on them and 
they might say that the authorities are not concerned about them, 
because if they were sent abroad, they would be cured. Why is 
some of the money not spent on providing more comfort for them? 
Would it not be more logical, rather than spending such currency, 
to remove the needless pressure on the hajj pilgrims? The nation 
appears to be poverty stricken when we see an Iranian woman offer 
her drink, which is worth one rial, for sale because she has not 
used it? 


4. Unsound distribution. Our nation is not suffering from 
poverty, but from unfair distribution. They observe that various 
Kinds of goods exist in the market in large quantities, but the 
operators complain about shortages and do not sell them at the 
real price. they are even more astonished when they hear one of 
the heads of the three branches announce on television that 
several truckfulls of smuggled iron have been discovered. Do the 
officials not ask themselves, who is running the country? Will 
the burden of responsibility be taken off the shoulders of the 
official by saying this? 


The Problems of the Electoral Zone 


Then, concerning the problems of his constituency, he said: 
First, I will express my thanks to the people of Amol, who are 
ever present on the scene, and congratulate them on the 
anniversary of 26 January 1982, the day of their self-sacrifice 
and bravery, the day that the functionaries in the forests 
nurtured the thought of the occupation of this city in vain, in 
order to take over their cities in the province through Amol. 
But the people of Amol, who are ever present on the scene, 
responded so vehemently in the first moments, dispersed them and 
caused the beloved imam to thank them. 


Among the important issues of Amol is the issue of rice, because 
50,000 hectares of the lands in Amol are under cultivation, that 
is, more than 37 percent of the cultivated land in the province, 
and more than one-third of the rice is produced by Amol farmers. 
Although Amol rice is not of the quality of Tarom and Sadri, the 
committed Muslim farmers of Amol have responded positively to the 
call of the government for self-sufficiency and economic 
independence and have allotted twice the land during the period 
21 March 1983-20 March 1984, that is, 52 percent of their land, 
to the cultivation of this kind of rice and have produced 88,000 
tons of it. If this government project continues and the 
Provinces of Mazandaran and Gilan plant Amol rice [grade] 3 


72 





instead of other kinds of rice, there will be no need to import 
foreign rice. However, because of the lack of correct planning 
in purchasing, a significant blow has been inflicted on next 
year's cultivation, since the Ministry of Commerce has 
ostablished five centers for the purchase of Amol rice [grades] 2 
and 3 in the province--one center in Neka', three in Babol, and 
one in Amol. Considering that one-third of the rice in the 
Province is in Amol, that is, 88,000 tons of Amol rice 3, with 
the establishment of a purchasing center in Amol with a 
purchasing capacity of 450 tons daily, which has been reduced now 
to 30 tons, purchasing will take more than 10 months. And then 
they refuse to purchase some of it under various pretexts, such 
as the rice being stained or having too many broken pieces. What 
planning and hope will encourage the farmer to cultivate this 
kind of rice next year? It would be more feasible for him to 
plant Tarom rice, because Tarom rice requires less work and fewer 
expenditures, sells at twice the price of Amol 3, and requires no 
marketing. 


Although I am certain that the committed farmers of Amol will 
engage in planting more of this rice next year than they did the 
previous year, because their main motive in cultivating this kind 
of rice is their faith in the revolution and the Islamic 
Republic, this is a strong protest against the purchasing 
Sliuation and the Jack of careful planning by the government. 
hence, I strongly urge the government to guarantec the purchase 
of this rice next year and anticipate a practical solution to 
attract the trust of the farmers and to establish another 
purchasing center in Amol to buy this year's rice as soon as 


possible. 


Another problem is the stoppage of the share of the villages, 
because such items as meat, rice, eggs, washing machines, color 
televisions, and vacuum cleaners are not given to villages at the 
governinent prices. Although most of the chicken farms are in 
villages and the villagers ave to put up with their stench, they 
arc deprived of chickens. Now, what can attract the villager to 
stay in the village? 


Also, because they are villages, the villages of Amol are unable 
to purchase flour at a government price even though Amol villages 
do not plant wheat. in the same way that the urban non-farming 
workers and employees of Amol] are unable to purchase rice at the 
government price, because they are from the north, they are 
orced, with thier low incomes, to purchase rice at open market 
prices. I hope the authorities find solutions to these problems. 


Roeminaers of Representatives 


-v 


Following the propaganda statements of the 


speakers, the reminders of the representatives 





to the executive officials were read by the 
speaker of the Majlis as follows: 


Mr Seyyed Hadi Khamene'i, representative of 
Mashhad: To the Ministry of Petrolcum, 
concerning providing fuel for Mashhad and 
natural gas distribution for various oppresscd 
areas of Mashhad. 


Mr 4amani, the represcntative of Borujerd: To 
the Ministry of the Interior concerning the 
comprehensive map of the city of Borujerd, and 
appreciation to the housing foundation of 
Borujerd for the reconstruction of ruined 
areas. 


Mr Khalkhali, representative of Qom: 
Congratulations and condolences to the 
surviving family members of the martyrs of 

9 January of Qom, and appreciation to the 
Ministry of Energy concerning the procurement 
of water outreach well digging equipment. 


Mr 'Abbasifard, representative of Khorramabad: 
To the Ministry of the Interior concerning the 
problems of the slaughterhouse and drinking 
water of Khorramabad and the Ministry of Roads 
and Transport concerning the secondary road 
from Khorramabad to Khanjan-Sepiddasht. 


Mr Sahabozzamani, representative of Orumiyych: 
To the Ministry of Guidance concerning the 
prevention of the disposal of written Koranic 
verses in the press. 


Mr Mohammadi, representative of Selseleh 
Dalfan: To the Ministry of Industries 
concerning the problems of the office of 
industries of Lorestan and to the Ministry of 
Mines and Metals concerning the climination of 
shortages in the office of mines and metals of 
Lorestan. 


Mr Jalali, representative of Firuzabad: To the 
Ministry of the Interior concerning the 
decision about workers with several trades. 


Mr Qoreyshi, representative of Khomeyn: To the 
Ministry of Education concerning providing 
teachers for the villages of Khomeyn. 
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irly that the subject of Artic] 6 iS punishments and securit 
and rehabilitative measures, it by no means includes offens 
which are punishable by retribution, lashes or compensation. 
When Il studied this bill, it seemed to n that Article 6 wa: 
if there was a difference of opinion in th: 
upreme Judicial Council as to whether or not Article 6 includes 
shes, retribution anc ration could 
have been made and rather than attaching a note to it, they 
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bill, each expressing his 


Islamic penal law. 


~ . } cy l : a . ad _ ~~ + . a 4 a 179 Ar ‘ ~ smc 
a .pb1l, tne minister 1 ISt1ce, proviaea some 
xplanations concerning this attached note and said: L will 
first read a part of Article 6 of the Islamic penal law. 
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implementary bylaws of the customs a 
and discussed. 


Mohammad ‘Ali Arabi, a member of tn conomic a 
committee, provided some explanations concerning 
Said: The bill of attachment to Article 268 
bylaws of the customs affairs law was examined 
and its general points were ratified. Now, a re 
round of discussions is presented to the Majlis 


Single article. Upon discovery of an in 

after the release and delivery of goods m th 
results in financial loss for the governmen* 
collection of the difference in customs dut 2x CO! 
Or any other sort of tax or costs, according 1e 
fine must be collected in accordance with the appendic 


Article 268 of the implementary bylaws of the cust 

law. 

Note. In addition to observing the contents in the append 
Article 268 of the implementary bylaws th | 
law, in the absence of complete explanations with reqa 
characteristics of goods in the statemen’ : 


and also mistakes in calculation which 

for the government both before and afte 
from the customs are discovered, col 

100 percent of the difference will be requir 


The requlations of this Article are tt imp] 
Gate of ratification. 


Then, the government representative provided 
connection with this bill. 

Then, the general points of the bill of attachment to 
of the implementary bylaws of the custon 1ffairs law 
a vote and ratified. 


Report of Minister of Heavy 
At 10:45, the open session was adjourned 


open session, headed by Mohammad Yazd1 
Majlis, was held and Behzad Nabavi, 1 


industries, continued his report: to the Majlis 

operations of that Ministry since its formation and 

As was stated in the previous session, about 4 da 
ft 

principle, with an investment volume of ] : 


issued since the establishment o 
120 billion rials were by actual 





and 30 billion rials by the national industries foundation and 
those institutions which make investments. 


(n regards to the amount or this investment, I must say that 
firstly, the average investment for which an agreement 
principle has been issued by the Ministry is 185 million ri 
In other words, this is the average investment, and what ha 
given to the provinces is about 20 million rials. Of thi 

in agreements in principle, 37 cases, which total 51 billion 
rials, concern very large projects, for which the average vol 
of investment is 1,400 million rials. In terms of the ope: 


of these agreements in principle, so far, 15l cases have reach 
a final phase, amounting to 20 billion rials. That is, land, 
electricity and water for these projects have been carried out 


and have reached the phase of the ordering and installation of 
machinery. Since the establishment of this Ministry, 681] 
licenses have been issued, and 419 operational licenses are fi 
sinal] turnery units, which have been established throughout. 1 
country. 


Creation of Parts Manufacturing Units 


In addition to these necessary technical support tasks to creat 
1,828 parts manufacturing and repair support units in the cent 
of provincial cities, districts and various areas of the cou 
through preparing and offering justified exemplary plans and 
distribution planning, 10,735 sets of machinery and 12,130 set 
of related equipment from domestic production and imports, wit! 
the fruitful cooperation of the Ministry of Commerce and th 
related procurement and distribution center and other execut 
organizations among the existing and newly established units, 
units of the above-mentioned 1,828 units, with an investment 
volume of 24.5 billion rials, have reached operation. Also, 
announce to the applicants for investment in this area the 
completion of 42 studies on the market for highly consumed 
products rel 


ated to heavy industries, which is also an importa: 
task. We have also coinpleted the technical and economic 
rc 


the selection of 2 deve 


7 — 
l1opmentai 


of 12 study projects and 
for the purpose of implementation, the start of 

technical and economic studies, and 13 new projects during 1 

1984-85 year. In this connection, for the first time, we 

allocated a budget in the Ministry for a series of study 

rO- , that is, 

be done in this area, which will be sent either to the a 


oc private sectors. Among these are three important pro 


, . " es }- 5 od " -} t - = } ave . . ~ y+, =) ~ 4 ot = va 
projects berore the work begins, extensive stuqai 


4 machine tool manufacturing unit, railroad parts production 
unit, and an industrial die project. One of the important 
dependencies of the vehicle industry is on die casting. If 


; _ = - 9 * a? f thn Datrbar y , _. 
complain about the guality of the Peykan, when you look at 
which 1s 5 mm and the other side which is 1 cm, and the door: 


the Peykan have to be forced shut, the reason is that the d 








mt worn out and we must order new ones from abroad. this 
t is to build industrial dics domestically. 


Implementation of Projects in the Government Sector 


yy? IiNnWwPmNMCY 
DES i | 


work of the government sector and said: Plans are under way in 
regards to the completion of industrial projects, at an 
anticipated cost of 20 billion rials during the period 

h 1984-20 March 1985, which is the same amount as the year 
before, for the incomplete projccts of the cxpansion 


ala bat ate + wal, 
OFrGalhsij ZaliON. 


his report, the minister of industries referred to thc 


} Vi - o~ 
4 | Marc 


An important project. in this arca is the plan to expand the Arak 
manufacturing project, which will reach operation in 1985, with a 
‘apacity of 30,000 tons. 


cn 


Also, the combine development project, with 80 percent of cuch 
being domestically manufactured and production amounting to 864 
units per year, has now begun and will become operational in 
1986, whereby about 30 or 40 percent of the combines will be 
built domestical ly. 


Such projects as the Tabriz foundry project, air tool compressor 
projects, lift truck manufacturing project, electromotor 
manufacturing, which is very sclf-sufficient and of high quality, 
the production of land dicsel motors, machinery for Kerman mines, 
ind ship building will all begin operations in 1985 or 1986 and 
are in the final phases. 


Oo, there are 29 existing developmental and completion 
oro ects, with an investment. volume of 30 billion rials. We 
created 50 billion rials of investment in development, which is 
about & or 9 times that of the 1981-82 year. The inportant 
proyects which are underway arc the project for the production of 
road building machines, with a capacity of 4,000 units and about 
60 percent domestic production, which will be operational in 
Spring ol 1987. 


Whe project to increase bus production, with a daily capacity of 
0 chassis and 16 additional buses, was supposed to start 
peration in January or February of this year, but. duc to 
‘turrency problems, it was postponed to April or May. Cargo 
farrier manufacturing will also be operational by March of 1986. 
is manufacturing 1S a money-makina industry and has additianail 


hes is also, the project to increase the production of Benz 
trucks, the domestic production of which will double, and God 
ling, this project will be operational by 1] February. 

















Another ts the [ran foundry tndustries, which tavolves the 
manufacturctag of truck engines in tran, witn a canacity of about 
30,000 anygtines annually. 


HstaplLishment of Headquarters for Production Control and Cncreas 


Ia conaection with the productton sector, the minister of heavy 
industrtes said: tn the area oF vroduction, with tho 
askaolishment of the headquarters for production control and 
Lacrease, and the efiforts to control and constantly supervise 
Overy moment of the oroduction operation of units and eliminat 
production oroblems, which have been mentioned in connection witha 
Fhe activities of the headquarters, and the constant efforts of 
wotkers, engineers and managers of the units, the following 
results have been achteved. 


L. A 37 pereent tacrease in the production of Eactories under 
supervision on the oroduction Lovel, ia abcordanse with the 
monthly oroductioa value tadex at a Elixed orice duriag the First 
9 months of the pertod 2L March 1984-20 March 1985 compared to 
the pertod 2L March 1977-20 March 1978. 


2. ‘he tacrease ta the oroduciton of major private anits under 
supervision: La this coanection, the orice tadex of producks of 
this sector tacreased by 37 vercent in 1983 compared to 1982 aad 
23 percent compared to 1977. 

3. Plans to tnerease the nroduction of vital goods For varios 
cconoOmMLG Sectors OF Ehe country and the raduction OF Less 
necessary products tnclude the Lacrease in the average datly 
production oF combines at 3950 percent, agricultural Litt trucks 
ik 440 percent, lathes at 130 percent, minibuses ak LOO percent, 
vans ak 86 oercent, motoreycles ak 85 vnercank, drtlls at 3o 
percent, Eractors at 34 vercent, and duses atk 29 vercank comparad 
to the pertod 2L March 1977-20 March 1978. On the other hand, 
the average datly production of sedans decraased by SL oarcani 
cowoared to the 1977-73 vertod. La otner words, tnis snows 
direction of the heavy industctes, so that you cannot say that we 
oroduced only Peykaas. 


4. Stopping the colleckton of atid tor damages From thea 
goverament, waich duriag the 1981-82 year amounted to 4,820 
million rctals for the goveramenkt sactor under superviston. 
Maklag this seckor profitable through the tmplementation of 
necessary planaing ta Eavoraole onarations of the axlstinag 
Capacities aad the antictoaktion of Ehe vayment of LO billion 
rials to the governmenk treasury from Ehe profkites of the 1983-34 
year of the uatks suojectk: to Noke 33 of tha 1984-85 oudget Law. 


tn the conelusion of his report, the miaister of heavy indusiri 
said: C hereby declare tnak some people say En 
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stopped and 


An . 
Ne \ 
~t y 
4 


he fronts. Li openly announce 





chat our 


acts. Ln other words, someone must come 
came and asked us for contracts, we set 


operations, work in 13 of 


FES round-the-clock to 


the Kheyoar 


worked 3 shi 


ets... 64a + - fe a .s fy ‘ 
i the necessary equioment. We unce this kind of 
M 7 _ ry - > ~ - 4 : 
and casdability once agaln. 
7” ° - ; \y ; 1, 
t Representati 2 OO! rUmMLYYyYen 


lusiton of session, ‘All Abdol'alizadeh, the 
1tative of Orumiyyeh, asked a question of the minister of 


lbs a€Eairs and 
ring out tne 
Mr Namazi and the 
Oaljan Province. [ 
Yin 
ted employees of 
ink from soring of 
on 24 Septembe 


~ 
(=) 


Finance concerning 
decisions 


t 


differences petween 


t 


r 
i 


For the delay 
My question 
of Wesk 


the reason 

already made and sald: 

board of directors of the bank 
joes back to spring of 1983, when there 
the management and some of the 

and these differences paralyzed 

Although the problem ended in 

a fight ensued in the bank 


he oank 
1983. 
1984 


rnd 
v.44 


ALA Su 
s 


the emoloyees, at that time, we contacted the brothers in 
: inection and informed Mr Amir Aslani, the deputy banking 
S of the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Finance, so that 
i attend to the situation in the bank. On 
nber 1984, we devarted for Orumiyyen with Mr Amir Aslani, 
fazavi, the general director of the [ran Saderat Bank, two of 
rks of the Saderat Bank and two of the representatives of 
After investigating the issue, we held a session 
‘a assembly of Ehe provincial bank on 30 September 
8:30 in e evening in the Office of the Governor 
inal results of the session were as follows: 
poard of directors and the director general should be 
l witnin fi next L5 days and their replacements be 
od. 
cs Mi i'i and Hoseyni should be dismissec from their 
sLELOnNS and demoted. 
1 be anoointed as the special inspector and be 
Eh yF ft Governor General. 
; mirani and Mr Rasul should be ceorimanded and 
i ire mersons--Mrs Amirani, Mr Afshar arid Mr Rasult-- 
t | LO ypposing the board of directors) and Mirza'i 
supported by the board of directors and had 
lbtlities conferred on them. [ do not want to say 
tigations 2»aled 
Sime i nas ) 











this connection and were told that they 
the next. But they have not been 


iow, isk the minister of economic affairs and 
: muestions. 
finis it Economic Affairs and Finance 
the inister of economic affairs and finance, 


) lestions asked. He said: As was pointed out, 
VES sent to Orumiyyeh to investigate this matter, 
d ) Abdol'aiizadeh, Mr Sadugiani, and the director 
xperts of the Saderat Bank. This delegation made 
| reported the results of the meeting, which I 
2.so inform you that the general 
. 1S made up of the governor 
ran of the general assembly, and 10 
ersons, including the 
yyeeme council of the banks and the 
rn various ministries, and tne chairman of the 
jyovernor general [as published]. In 
yuestions as to whether persons were used who 
‘ertain groups or other security issues, the 
governor general is the head of the 
»vince. Therefore, if the governor 
Jersons used are proper and that these 
people, we no longer have to worry 
| Tne governor general of Azarbaijan 
JN’ anprove them 190 percent. Considering 
yanks ‘2 usually young, since 1980, we have 
nt | operation in this bank, so that 
tistics which are available to me here, by 
, ari i1ral, industrial, mining and 
, at the amount of 5,720 billion rials of 
inted and about 4,000 persons 
slort-term credits and loans of the bank 
iais and in another part, 6,500 million 
11s were short-term credits and 3,800 
sans, which, considering the short 


Sa YY 


Stab lished, is a relatively good 
sidering that this bank has an assembly . 
j ‘nor general and, in fact, if we want 


lirector, the suggestion must come to us from 
| Ov >, after the investigations 
3; that left, the general assembly 
cwo years the renewal of the 
tor general and the board of 
rs of the minister of economic 
adeh defended his statements and 
i by the explanations of the 
ind finance by any means and refer 


nmittee 
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The oven session of the Mailis ended at 12:25 om and the sesston 
vas adtcourned until the next dav, Sundav, at 8 am. 


Yur oarLlamentarv corresyoondent renorts that in this session, l 
1estion and Ll orovosal with the signatures of L6 reoresentatives 
was otfered to the Majlis as follows: 


nN } 


ne lejtislative »roxvosal alviny the right of gquardilanshio of 
\Lnorc or abandoned children to thelr mothers. 
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PERFORMANCE OF MINISTRY OF ROADS, TRANSPORT DESCRIBED 


Tehran BURS in Persian 29 Nov 84 p 8 


/Text/ A seminar of the directors of roads and transports from all parts of 


the country was held with the participation of Mr Nezhad /as published/ 
Hoseinian, the minister of roads and transport, at the roads and transport 
building of the district of Hormozgan in Bandar ‘Abbas. 


According to the IRNA correspondent, the governor of Hormozgan and the direc 


‘pruary 1985 


tors 


of roads and transport from all parts of the country participated in the seminar. 


Following the recitation of verses from the Holy Koran, the deputy minister 


roads and transport described the objectives of the seminar arranged by the 


O f 


deputy minister of roads and transport to study road maintenance and coordina- 


tion between various districts. Mr Nezhad Hoseinian then described the 


performance of the ministry and its branches since the victory of the glorious 


’ 
; 


[slamic revolution up to the present time. In his speech, the minister referred 
to the prominent role played by the ministry of roads in the strategic struggles 


igainst the agents of world arrogance and said that in recent years, the most 


important activity of the ministry of roads was on the war fronts and with 


respect to the border roads. The ministry of roads was thus the most active 


+- 


of all the ministries in providing services for the soldiers and the war. 
d to the carrying out of district and national plans, Nezhad Hoseini 
said, “At present, our biggest probl 


. yy a ’ . . ‘ 1 7 , " 
credit. The country's road building capacity exceeds the budget allotted to 


em in road building is the scarcity of 
this ministry.'' The minister added, "Over the last 2 years, 6,000 heavy and 
light construction equipment have been impcrted by the ministry of roads; so 


far, 3,300 pieces of machinery have been distributed among various departmen 


throughout country. The rest have been sent to the war fronts or were 
ziven to rcauc ouilding contractors." 
[In regard to roads and railways, he said, "The budget of tne ministry of roa 


ind transportation during 1983-1984 for the construction and repair of roads 
‘ 4 
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budget of 35.5 billion rials for that 


fade by 


utilized 99 percent of the approve 


—aprtiod 
period. 





yartments of roads and transport hav: 
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Text Western media have reported that the Soviets and 
the Karmal regime are planning to change the capita! 
of Afghanistan to Mazar Sharif, the center of Balkh 
Province. in northern Afghanistan. 

Agence France Press quoting Muslim Afghan 

revolutionaries has reported that the shift has begun 

f If the news is true and the Soviets consider Mazar 
Sharif as a safe haven for their aggressive forces and 
those of the Karmal regime, be it due to provision of 
security, speeding of logistics and strengthening of 
relations with the Karmal regime from across the 
Tormoz border situated 60 Kms from Mazar Sharif, 
then they are committing a mistake for they shall 
only fan the flames of the Islamic Revolution of 
Afghanistan against themselves 

For one thing Mazar Sharif houses a shrine 
dedicated to Ali (A.S.), the first imam in the Shi'a 
hierarchy. He is revered by Afghans, and this is 
sufficient explanation as to why the city cannot 
become a refuge for the Soviet aggressors. The aura 
of spirituality existing in the city is incongruent with 
such inhabitants; it would only serve as another 
motivating factor for the Muslim Afghar 
revolutionaries. 

In the last five years the Muslim people of 
Afghanistan with their epic resistance have proved 
they will not calm down when Mazar _ Sharif 
becomes the capital. On the contrary the sharp edge 
of the blade of the Muslim Afghan nation’s resis- 
iance has been pointed against aggressive aliens and 
their local mercenaries who have assaulted the 
Islamic land of Afghanistan. 








If these aggressor camp ir. any corner of the Islamic 
soil, they shall become target to the revolutionary 
attacks of the Muslim people of this land 

From the early days following the 1978 Taraki 
coup the Muslim Afghan nation expressed their 
hatred for the Communists and when in 1979 the 
13C.000-strong Soviet force invaded Afghanistan 
bringing a third Marxist coup. the 29 provinces 
revoited. Even now despite bloody and extensive 
military pressures, massacres. suppression, execu- 
tions and political plots hatched in complicity with 
the West, the Islamic uprving continues vigorously 
throughout Afghani-tan 

The brave Muslim people in the central regions of 
Afghanistan have niade thai part of the land an 
unpenetrable fort and are in complete command of 
the situation. In Herat, Kandahar and other places 
ioc, the Muslim people show ample potential for 
striking blows against the aggressive Soviet army's 
intentions. No week passes during which an attack 
does not take place against Soviet and Afghan 
government troops in Kabul. Two weeks ago the 
memorial dedicated t0 Babrak Karmal’s coup was 
annihilated by the Afghan people. The central offices 
of the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan are 
within range of the revolutionaries’ fire from any 
corner of Kabu 

The strategic Panjsher valley has been literally 
turned into a cemetery for the dead soldiers and 
destroyed weapons of the Red Army. During the last 
five years the Soviets have launched eight attacks 
ineé taduey remains a symbDo of resisiance for the 
Afghan Islamic Revolution 

In Mazar Sharif itself the Soviet and Karma 
regime s military bases have been targeted by the 
Muslim revolutionaries ard destroyed. The passing 
of Soviet military caravans through the Hindu Kush 
mountains toward Kabul has never been easy or 
without heavy casualties 

Hence the shifting of the capital to Mazar Snarif 
which comes on the eve of “Red Flower Celebra 
tion”. a traditional festival of the Balkh people 
resembles more a flight. The transfer of Sovvet forces 

the north of tne Hindu Kush and particularly 


Mazar Sharif milar to what the Zionist forces 


eo - 


” — - 
nave been forced to do in southern Lebanon. Io the 








soutn of the Hindu Kush € overall position oF tne 


Soviet forces is deteriorating. In most of the northern 
Hindu Kush areas. 1 ike Balkh. Kanda? 


Samangan and Farvab the aggressive forces ar 
living in a network of fear, terror and death and 
many times these forces cannot even Quard t™me gas 
pipes which run from Shabarghan to the Soviet 
Union 

Because of this none of the three objectives which 
Agence France Pre $S8e has cons dered tor making 
Mazar Sharif the capital, hold water. So far as the 
Muslim revolutionaries are concerned, Mazar Sahri! 
can never be a peaceful haven for the Sovi 


ageressor 








N DELEGATION INFORMED OF LRAN 


lehran ETYTELA'AT in Persian 16 Jar 


[Text ] Hosevn Kazeimnur-Al 
for international and economi 
[Iranian Ministrv of Fore: 7) iffa : 


the recuest of the Islam) 
a UN delesation goina to 
the situation with revzard 
versons and »orisoners in it 
afternoon 1n a news con “eC! 


Sneakiny to domestic and foreign revorte: 

islamic Re»voublic of Iran believes tha 

continue its work ina calm environinent, 
* yrovagqanda. Creating a »rovaqganda t 

imorove the situation of the »orison 


He said: Considering that some of the renresenta fe the 
Cross in lran have been influentia in «cy? tir t Gory 
incident, we hone that the Red Cross wil! 

behavior of some of its agents in lran and tak + hat 
the makeun of its agencv vnersonnel in Tehran. Referrin to 
incident of the Iraoi »risoner : ral 
Following the nublication of the news of thi raan ident, 
which was less than verfect, and siven that th i Cross did mot 
observe neutrality, and the oronvaganda which llow h | O 
by the regime of Irao and some internations : , WwW elt a 
threat in regards to the Iranian »orison rao whi nidght | 
imposed, taking advantage of thi rovnagqand ga st them. 
Therefore, we welcomed an ins»vection of bot! ides } he United 
Nations. Also, because we freovuent.! NOL! ' of th 
violations of the United Nations to the Red Cross and thev w 
ineffective, we welcome the UN dele mn ft | t } 
Situation of the nrisoners in Irac. He id 1: ve al hanvov wi 
the investigation of the attitude of the off la he tw 


countries towards the orisoners, because w ire 1} Of r wo90d 
treatment of the lraol orisoners and are als Wa | the 
mistreatment of the Iranian »orisoners b t hie rao] Flyiel 








Exoressing hove that as a result of these investigations, the 
Situation of the »orisoners will im»orove, he said: A delegation 
from the Islamic Revublic of Iran made un of individuals who are 
in charge of the Iraoci »risoners met with a deleagqation of the 
secretary general of the United Nations in Geneva last week and 
Mlnted out certain violations of international laws by Irac and 
‘heir mistreatment of lranian »risoners in order that thev be 
carefully investigated. 


The Situation of Missing Persons 


Kazemnour-Ardabili said in this regard: The Islamic Renublic of 
lran has asked for these issues to be carefullv investiaated. 
First is the issue of the missing »ersons, of whom a Jist of more 
than 20,000 has been given to the delesation. Previouslv, we had 
submitted a list of more than 10,000 to the human rights 
commission and asked the UN secretary general delegation to 
investigate their situation. Here, I must sav that the 
International Red Cross has not taken anv stenrs in regards to 
these 10,000 voeonle. 


He added: The issue of the missing ynersons 18S a serious, onren 
violation of international standards. 


In this connection, the Red Cross revort vnoints out that hundreds 
of Iranian »risoners of war are kent hidden from them. Manvy of 
the »risoners were forced to do interviews on Iraoi radio and 
television and their »ictures and biogranhies have been vnublished 
in the oress of some countries without the inclusion of their 
names on the list of »risoners. 


Secret Camos 


The second oroblem is the investivzation of secret camyns which 
exist in Irao. The Red Cross revort indicates that between the 
two visits, some of the orisoners are taken to unidentified 

Ss ots. 


Camyos such as “Abu Gharib,” near Baghdad, and camns in the city 
of “'Ammareh" and "Arbil" are kent out of view of the Red Cross 
officials. 


Third is the examination of the situation of civilian »vrisoners 
and refugees, which includes a large number of occunied cities 
who have been transferred to Irao as »yrisoners. ‘The devouty for 
economic and international affairs of the Ministrv of Foreign 
Affairs said in this reaard: One revnort bv the Red Cross 
exolicitly refers to this issue and states: Thousands of 
civilian Iranians have been taken to Irac from the Provinces of 
Khuzestan and Kurdistan, which is a direct and blatant violation 
of the Geneva Convention. An examination of the list of the 
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names of war vorisoners shows that of 7,800 Iranian nrisoners, 
1,500 are civilians. Also, of 427 vrisoners who have been 
released as a result of the voressure of voublic oninion in Irac, 
235 voersons were elderly civilians. Four sisters of the Red 
Crescent rescuers, who were takcn as norisoners carly in the war, 
were finally registered after three vears durina which thev were 
hidden from the Red Cross, and after one more vear, Irao was 
forced to release them. In regards to other cantive rescuers of 
the Red Crescent, no information is available. 


Mistreatment of Prisoners 


Kazemour-Ardabili continued: ‘the fourth issve is the 
mistreatment, ohvsical and nsychological torture and imnosition 
of nolitical ideas on the vorisoners. Svstematic beating and 
humiliation of the Iranian vorisoners is carried out and thus far, 
numerous cases of torturers of our vrisoners have been renorted 
by the Red Cross. The fugitive terrorists from lran imvnose their 
ideas on the vorisoners in the camos for Iranian vrisoners. 


The revorts of the Red Cross even svecificallyv refer to torture 
chambers. 


Massacres 


The fifth issue is massacres. These inassacres are reflected in 
the Red Cross reoorts. For example, according to a renort dated 
19 November 1982, in the "Musel- 2" camo, ina clash, the Iraoi 
guards martvred 3 Iranian vorisoners and wounded about 80 of them. 
Also, on 25 Julv 1982, in "Musel-1" camo, 2 Iranian nrisoners 
were inartvred and 12 were injured ina clash. 


He added: Numerous susvnicious deaths of ILIranian vrisoners in 
Trao have been mentioned in the renorts. The causes of the 
deaths have been cited as crackcd heads and broken ribs, arms and 
legs, which did not exist when they were cantured and registered. 


He added: The regime of Irao requilarlyvy leaves the wounded 
combatants on the fronts or martvrs them. For this reason, the 
number of wounded who have been registered as the Iraci »orisoners 
is higher than that of wounded Iranian »risoners. One of the 
high ranking Red Cross officials has said after meeting and 
sneaking with an Iranian official: This is a strange war, for 
one side has so many and the other side so few wounded vnersons. 
The sixth ooint concerns the living and hvgienic environment of 
the Tranian nrisoners in Irao. The situation of food, 
cleanliness, dormitories, toilcts and sinks is imvrover and 
unnvleasant and the vrisoners have constantly exvressced their 
concerns in this regard. The scventh voint is the situation with 
regard to the canvtivityv of Engineer Tondguvan, the Iranian 
minister of oetroleum, and his comvoanions. Irac officially 
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Announced the caoture of this groun; Iraco television has shown 
them many times; and there are revoorts that thev are regqularlv 
tortured. Desvite all this, Irao has kent them out of sight of 
the Red Cross. 


He said: The last imvoortant voint which was mentioned to the 
above-mentioned delegation for investigation is the canvtivity of 
the Red Crescent versonnel. Desvite international treaties such 
as the Geneva Convention, 40 doctors and rescue workers of the 
war zones are in Iraoi caotivitv. There are also other instances 
of the violation of international requlations, such as 
interference with religious obligations, vlunder of orisoners' 
orovertv, censorshind of vorisoners' messages, vorohibition of 
deliverv of vackages, and other issues imvosed bv the Iraois. 


He then said: On the whole, we have avoided engaging in 
orovaganda in regards to these violations. Although we have 
sufficient and decisive documentation from the Red Cross, we have 
never oublished them because, considering the sensitivity of the 
issue of the orisoners and its human asvects, in order to orotect 
the interests of the vrisoners, we have tried to make efforts to 
imorove the cualityv of their situation. 


Concerning the vosition of the Red Cross in regards to Iran, he 
said: Tne statements and vnositions of some of the Red Cross 
officials which reveal the lack of neutrality of this 
organization have changed our hoves to desvair and 
disanvvointment. 


Then he resvonded to one of the revorters, who asked: What 
Juarantee exists that following the investigations of this 
delegation the situation of the Iranian vorisoners will change? 
He said: The Islamic Revoublic of Iran has constantly witnessed 
the violation of human and international regulations by the 
regime of Irao and we have tried to limit these violations as 
much as nossible. 


Concerning the effects on Iranian vublic ovinion against the Red 
Cross with the voublication of the UN revort, he said: We believe 
that this deoends on the wav the renort is vrevared ard on the 
reovorting of the facts observed bv the delegation in both 
countries. Naturally, we will »ut all the resources at their 
disvoosal in order to ensure the orevaration of a realistic 
reoort. In conclusion, he said: 


We consider the cooveration of the UN secretary general in other 
cases of violations of international laws bv Iraco as vositive 
oositions. This was in two cases of violations of international 
regulations, first, in the destruction and bombing of residential 
areas and the other instance was in regards to the use of 
chemical weavons by the regime of Iracv. We received vositive 
reoorts from the United Nations in both cases and we have 
maintained our hoves in regards to the »orenaration of realistic 
revorts by the delegation of the UN secretarv general. 


10,000 95 
CSO: 4640/323 








JPRS-NEA-85-03¢ 
28 February 19§ 


IRAN 


EMIGRE PAPER COMMENTS ON NEW PRESS BILL 
London KEYHAN in Persian 31 Jan 85 » 10 


[London KEYHAN weekly in Persian; founder and ynublisher Dr 
Mesbahzadeh ] 


[Text] Simultaneous with the issuance of the announcement of the 
international voress institute in regards to the strangulation of 
the oress in Iran and several other countries, including Iraa and 
Libya, and the escalation of strangulation in these countries, 
the Islamic Renublic ratified the general voints of a bill 
according to which oress strangulation was legislated. 


According to the oress bill, the general voints of which were 
ratified by the Islamic Majlis last week, only those voresses are 
oermitted to oublish that are totally at the disnosal of the 
regime of the Islamic Reoublic and who have not been given the 
slightest right of criticism. In a 38-article oress bill, even 
commercial announcements will be under the control of the 
Ministry of Guidance. Article 2 of this bill states: "The 
mission that is given to the press is only to advance the aims 
that have been exoressed in the Islamic Constitution." 


Other vooints that are stated in the article are: 


Fighting against the manifestations of the colonialist culture 
(wastefulness, extravagance, love of luxury, soreading 
orostitution, etc.) and »ronvagation of authentic Islamic culture 
and moral virtues. 


Preserving and strengthening the vnolicy (of neither East nor 
West). 


Every oress must have a share in the attainment of one of the 
above-mentioned voints without being in any way in conflict with 
any other voint and to be on the course of the Islamic Revublic. 


Each issue of a o,ublication must indicate its affiliation with a 
party, grouo or societv or its indeoendence next to the name of 
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the oublication. Deviation from doing so will be considered lack 
of truthfulness. 


Disruotion of Islamic Injunctions 
Chaoter 3 of the bill states: 


Publications are free, exceot in cases of disruoting Islamic 
foundations and injunctions and public rights, which are 
exolained below. 


Publication of heretical and deviant matters, vrooagation and 
soreading of subjugationist and colonialist pvoolicies and issues 
which harm the foundations of the Islamic Revoublic. 


Soreading orostitution and »orohibited acts and oublishing 
ohotograohs, victures and other matters offensive to voublic 
chastity. 


Proovagation and soreading debauchery, love of luxury and 
wastefulness, efforts to consumerize the society and svreading _. 
foreign goods. 


Creation of conflicts between the social strata in any form, 
oarticularly through raising racial or linguistic issues or 
issues concerning customs. 


Instigating and encouraging »versons and grouns to commit acts 
against the security, dignity or interests of the Islamic 
Reoublic of Iran within or outside the country. 


Revealing or vnublishing of secret military orders, secrets of the 
armed forces of the Islamic Reoublic, militarv macs or 
strongholds or oublishing secret negotiations of the Majlis, 
Justice Devartment courts or the investigations of judicial 
authorities without voermission. 


Insulting the sacred religion of Islam and what is held sacred by 
it and also insulting the great leader and source of emulation. 


Slandering and insulting the authorities, institutions, 
organizations or any verson in the country, even through the 
Nublication of voictures or caricatures. 


Plagiarism and also auoting from deviant anti-Islamic oresses, 
narties and grouos (domestic or foreign) in any manner that 
orovagates them. 


Chavter 4 of the voress bill concerns the vnrocedure for 
establishing a oublication, which states: 
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Publications which are the resoonsibility of actual or legal 
nersons are oermitted with Iranian investments under the 
following conditions: 


Commitment to the mission of the oress. 


Favorable economic conditions for vorinting and voublishing, such 
as orinting and noublication eauioment, are sufficiently 
available. 


Obligation to observe the Constitution. 

Permit from the Ministry of Islamic Guidance. 

The licensed anolicant must meet the following reouirements: 
Iranian citizenshin. 

At least 25 years of age. 


Lack of venal conviction based on Islamic standards which cause 
the deorivation of social rights. 


Not having been bankruot through fraud or guilt. 
Moral competence and voossession of volitical and social piety. 


Having at least a bachelor's degree or certificate of completion 
from a theological center with sufficient scholarly competence, 
in both cases determined by the committee mentioned in this law. 


Should the avvlicant be a legal verson, two versons as manager 
and chief editor who meet the six reauirements in this article 
must be oresented. Obviously, this will not remove 

resoonsibility from the legal verson vis-a-vis the pnublication. 


The anolicant is resoonsible vis-a-vis the general volicy of the 
oublication, whether an actual or legal verson. The chief editor 
is resoonsible for matters that are vorinted in the oublication, 
and the resoonsibility for other affairs in connection with the 
oublication belongs to the manager and the anvvlicant. 


Political varties, societies, and establishments which have been 
registered may avoly for oublication vermits, vorovided thev 
oresent a manager who meets the reouirements to be legally 
resoonsible in regards to the regulations in this law. 


Studying the avvlications for the issuance of licenses and the 


comoetence of the anvlicant, resnonsible manager and chief editor 
is the duty of a committee suvervising the oress, made uno of 
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comoetenk oersons who are loyal to the Islamic revolution of Iran 
as follows: 


One magistrate from the Suvoreme Court anvointed by the Suvreme 
Judicial Council. 


A Majlis renoresentative orovosed by the quidance committee and 
aooroved by the Majlis. 


The minister of [slamic guidance or his deouty, without having a 
vote in this committee. 


One of the religious scholars informed on the issues of the time, 
introduced by the board of instructors of Qom theological center. 


A university orofessor anoointed by the suvreme university 
council. 


A reoresentative of the managers and directors of the oress. 


After the necessary studies, the sunervisory committee declares 
its ovinion for the Final decision to the minister of [slamic 
quidance. 


Whenever it finds it necessary, the suvervisory council may 
reexamine the License orivileges of a oublication and iff the 
oublication no longer meets the necessary reauirements, it may 
revoke its License, with consideration for the other articles of 
this Law. 


The Ministry of Islamic Guidance is obliged to examine the 
publications regularly and renort the results to the committec. 
L[€ necessary, the committee will announce the results of this 
investigation on radio and television and make them available to 
the veoole. 


Publications are not vermitted to orint commercial announcements 
which include the vraise of goods and services, exceot iff one of 
the official, legal research centers of the country engages ia 
oraising and encouraging the oroducers of goods or those who 
offer services. 


The announcement oage must be identified and organized in such a 
Form that similar goods and services are olaced next to each 
other. 


Every newsnaner or magazine must orenare sealed accounting books 
in accordance with the law, register all its exoenditures and 
revenues in them, and send its annual balance sheet to the 
Ministry of Islamic Guidance. Whenever it finds it necessary, 
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the Ministry of [slamic Guidance may insnvect the financial 
ecords of the establishments. 


All presses are obliged to inform the Ministry of [slamic 
Guidance in the writing of their monthly circulation sales. 
In Military Court 


In the Fifth chaoter of the bill, which concerns oress offenses, 
certain orivileges are granted to the Majlis reoresentatives and 
electoral candidates. Article 18 of the wress bill states: 


Should matters concerning a nerson (voth actual and Legal), 
including insult and slander or untruth, be observed in the 
oress, the concerned oarty may send his resoonse in writing 
within one month to the same oublication. 


Resnonses of candidates in the course of elections must he 
oubLlished in the first issue of tne voublication after they are 
received, orovided the resvonse has been submitted and received 
at Least six hours before the oublication goes to oress. 


Persons who reveal and oublish secret military orders, military 
or Guards Coros secrets, or the mans of military strongholds 
during war or oeace time in one of the oresses will be sent to 
the military court to be dealt with in accordance with 
regulations. 


Anyone who explicitly instigates or encourages the oveoole through 
the oress to commit an offense or a crime against the domestic or 
Foreiqn security of the country, which has been anticioated in 
the general oenal law, if it has any effect, will be condemned to 
Ounishment for comolicity in tnat ctfense, and if it does not 
have any effect, he will be condemned to 3-6 months of jail or 
the ovayment of 100,000-300,000 reais in cash. 


In the section concerning vress offenses, in regards to insulting 
the Islamic religion and the Leaders of the regime, including the 
»resident, in addition to monetary oenalties, ohysical 
ounishments, including flogqging, have also been orescribed. 

Also, in the bill, certain orecautions have been taken to allow 
Survivors of regime officials to sue the oress after the death of 
those officials. Article 23 of the voress bill states: 


Anyone who insults the religion of Islam or what is held sacred 
by it, if it results in avnostasy, will be treated in accordance 
with the regulations for anostates, and if it does not result in 
anostasy, he will be sentenced to a maximum of 70 lashes and a 
discinlinary jail sentence of 3 months to 3 years. 
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Should the Leader or the lLeadershio council of the [slamic 
ReoubLic of Cran be iasulted in a oubLlication, the License of 
that oubLlication will be revoked and the managing director, chieé 
aditor and writer will each be sentenced to 40-70 lashes and 61 
days to 24 monktns of a disciolinary jail sentence. 


favestigation of these of€enses does nok devend on a comolaint by 
aA orivate oLlaAtntie&reér. 


he ovpublication of ohotogranvhs, nictures and matters contrary to 
the oublic chasELlty 13 orohlibited. 


The oublication of secret (non-oublic) discussions of the Majlis 
ind Justice Denartinent courts or judicial sources which are 
orohibited by Law to be revealed is also orohibited. [In case of 
violations, the oublications will be vanned Eor 1-3 months and 
the of Fander will be sentenced to 3-6 months of disciolinary 
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LMmorisonmenk or 30-60 Lashes. 


The oubLlication of any matter, tncludinag accusations, slander, 
insults, obscenities, or abusive statements and the like directed 
ak oersons is orohibited. The offender will be sentenced to a 
maximam of 70 Lashes and the vrosecution of the above-mentioned 
ofFEeanses will deoend on the comolaint of a orivate olaintifFeé. LE 
the comolaink is withdrawn, the vorosecution will stoo at whatever 
Stage Lk is lin. 


Whenever the oublication of matters mentioned in the above 
Article coneerns deceased versons, but the insult 1s considered 
to be directed against his survivors, each of the Legal heirs may 
rogister their claim tor ounishinent or rights in accordance with 
the above article and note. Anyone who falsely introduces in his 
oublLication a overson as the owner of the oublication License, 
Managing director or chief editor, or engages in oublishing 
without a License will be seantenced to 3-6 months imorisonment 

> 


and 20-50 lashes. 


From the date of the ratification of this Legislative vorovosal, 
all aontrary laws are voided and the Ministry of Islamic Guidance 
is charged with its tmplementattion. 


[In the new oress bill, on the basis of which all orevious Laws 
have been abolished, for the first time in the history of the 
Tcanian and world oress, flogqing has been included as 
ounishment. 


Che caktification of the new Law, which will be imolemented tuvon 
the anorcoval of the Council of Guardians, has astonished many of 
the observers of the affairs of the Republic. Not even un to a 
moath ago could it have been imagined that the bill under 
discussion would be ratified in its oresent form. 
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In this bill, in oractice, only those may be granted vermission 
to oubLlish a newsvapder or a inagazine who have religious 
jurisorudential education and soecialization. [In other words, 
more than 99 vercent of the orevious and oresent journalists of 
Iran will not be able to obtain a license, whereas a rural cleric 
may vecome the concessionaire of a magazine or other oublicattiton. 


At the oresent time as well, the control of nearly all the 
imoortant oubLlications is in the hands o€ the clerics. Ayatollah 
Mic ‘Ali Musavi-Khamene'i, the oresident, is the concessionaire 
of JOMHURI-Y# ESLAME; ETTELA'AT is under the suvervision of 
AyatoLlah Do'a'i; and KEYHAN of Tehran is controlled py Ayatollah 
Khatami, the minister of Islamic guidance. 


e exoressed their dismay at the ratification of this bill. ct 
Said that some of the members of the "Council of Guardians" 
lso do not like the bill in its oresent form. 


ven the sunoorters of the regime of the "“reliqious guardian" 
> 


The bill is designed comoletely from the standnoint of the oolice 
and it can onenly be seen that its main objective is to establish 
"legal" strangulation. Meanwhile, many of the voints anticinated 
in the bill are ouite mute. In many instances, no legal 
definition for an "offense" is orovided in the bill. 


For tastance, “tne oublication of heretical or deviant matters" 
is a ohrase which can be ouite stretched. The vhrase, 
"instigating and encouraging .. . to commit actions against the 
Security, orestige and interests of the [slamic Renublic.. . 
within or outside the country," may also be interoreted in any 
way which is deemed necessary. 


Another amazing voilnt is that the Renublic aonarently does not 
even trust the voresent oress, which has been ourged a thousand 
times and tries to orenare new “legal" chains for them. 


10,000 
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JPRS-NEA-85-030 
28 February 1985 


IRAN 


BRIEFS 


LAMB DEAL CONCLUDED--The final negotiations for the Meat Board's $300 million 
lamb-for-oil barter deal with Iran have been completed with the sale of 6 
million barrels of oil. The Meat Board had to find an oil buyer in order to 
wrap up the deal. The board's assistant manager, Mr Mick Calder, could not 
say yesterday who had bought the oil - only that it was a northern hemisphere 
country. The oil price was favourable and covered the price of between 120,000 
and 130,000 tonnes of New Zealand lamb, he said. The board announced the deal 
early in December, saying the oil barter was expected to be completed within 
two to three weeks. The oil would be sold to an international operator and 
proceeds lodged in a bank, said the board's deputy chairman, Mr Norman McRae. 
The board would draw on funds as soon as the meat was delivered. The board 
negotiated the first lamb-for-oil barter with Iran in 1982. However, pay- 
ments from Iran were late and questions were raised over the deal for 66,000 
tonnes of lamb. Delays in the delivery of oil were responsible for the late 
payments, Mr McRae said. The first refrigerated vessel to carry lamb to Iran 
is due to dock in New Zealand this week. [Christchurch THE PRESS in English 
10 Jan 85 p 2] 


CSO: 4600/262 
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JPRS-NEA-8 5-0 
28 February 1] 


PAKISTAN 


U.S. RELATIONS WITH INDIA HAVE IMPLICATIONS FOR PAKISTAN 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 6 Jan 85 p 3 
[Editorial: "Mr Gandhi's Visit to the United States"] 


[Text] Reliable sources from India bring the news of Mr Gandhi's planned 
visit to France and the United States next June. This will be his first 
foreign tour after assuming office as prime minister of India. His meeting 
with M. Mitterrand has its importance, but the chief purpose of his tour is 
to meet Mr Reagan and have a talk with him. Western political circles in 

New Delhi think that India wants to have closer relations with the United 
States. The TIMES OF INDIA, a distinguished newspaper, has said that Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi will talk about the cooperation of the two countries in the 
fields of agriculture and industry. An important foreign press agency 

has said that the two leaders will discuss, among other things, the situation 
in South Asia and Indian-Pakistani relations. The visitor will come from 
South Asia and is known to have strong objections to U.S. policies in this 
region. It would not be wrong, therefore, to suppose that the basic topic 
for discussion will be U.S. policy in South Asia and its effects on political 
relations between the United States and India. 


After the assassination of Mrs Gandhi, political circles the world over 

said that the United States would try to woo India away from Soviet influence. 
The United States began a campaign for this purpose immediately after Mrs 
Gandhi's death. The delegation that went to Mrs Gandhi's funeral signed an 
agreement to give India know-how on important technology about which the United 
States had had mental reservations in the past. After that, American efforts 
continued and at last culminated in the present announcement that Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi would visit the United States. This is a great victory for U.S. 
diplomacy, and the United States is expected to make the most of this 
opportunity to attract Mr Gandhi to its own friendship. 


The Indian-U.S. relationship is not our business, but India is our neighbor 
and its relations with Pakistan have a long history. India has renewed its 
relationship with the United States in connection with Afghanistan, and both 
have executed some economic and defense pacts in this connection. India has 
long criticized U.S.-Pakistani relations, and this attitude continues even 
following Mrs Gandhi's demise. The latest news in this connection is the 
interview given by Mr Rajiv Gandhi to a TV team from Bulgaria in which he 
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expressed his concern at the situation in the Indian Ocean and the so-called 
military buildup in India's neighboring country. He said that tension and 
instability were mounting in the region. He said that India's neighbor was 
receiving heavy military equipment, which was much more than it needed. The 
Voice of America also attributed similar words to the young Indian prime 
minister, adding that he also repeated India's accusation that Pakistan 
interfered in India's internal affairs by helping the Sikh hijackers with 
arms and ammunitions. 


Noting the antagonistic attitude of India, Pakistan cannot be unconcerned 
about U.S.-Indian relations since their mutual relations can have an adverse 
effect on Pakistan's safety and welfare. The arms sale pact that the United 
States has made with Pakistan is a purely business deal, and Pakistan has 
fulfilled all of its obligations under it. Pakistan even refused to accept 
lower interest rates, in order to protect its independence. For all that, if 
there is a change in U.S. policy toward Pakistan, it could have dangerous 
implications for us. Let us hope the United States will not let its new 
friendship with India affect its agreements with Pakistan. The Reagan 
administration has always in the past honored its pacts, despite internal 
and external pressures, and there is no reason to suppose that its attitude 
will change now. Still it is in our interests to keep in view the policies 
of our friends as well as of our antagonists. If we discern anything that 
could harm our interests, we should revise our policies accordingly. We 
expect that our foreign ministry is watching the situation keenly and will 
make plans to protect the national interests. 


12476 
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JPRS-NEA-85- 
28 February 


PAKISTAN 


COMING ELECTIONS ONLY 'PRACTICE', REAL ELECTIONS IN 1987 


Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 29 Dec 84 pp 1, 10 


[Excerpt] In an interview today, Pir Pagara said that the coming year will 

be a good one. In the coming year, President Ziaul Haq will make a speech, 
talks will be held on a constitution and elections will be announced. The 
announcement of elections will also mean an achievement for us. Then we 

also will hold talks. At the moment, the burden of the old year has not 
lifted. With the new year will come new developments. The new year will pass 
well because President Zia will no longer be the martial law administrator; 

he will be president of the nation. Women will get some rights and the press 
will gain a little freedom. To a question, he replied that Haneef Roy could 
be the next prime minister of Pakistan. After all, he was a green card 
holder and the government has called him from America solely for this pur- 
pose. At the end of the interview he reiterated his belief that Haneef Roy 
would be the iexc prime minister. Pir Sahib said that there must be some 
reason why the landlord has been called from America, where he was comfortably 
making good money and delivering lectures. There must be some reason why he 
has taken this apparently illogical step. If the government requests our 
services, we will lend it Mohammad Khan Jakhu to become prime minister. 

When his attention was drawn to reports that the next prime minister will 

be from Sind, Pir Sahib said that Punjab is the most important province and 
therefore it is not necessary for the prime minister to be a Sindhi. When 

One Unit was established it was said that the prime minister should be from 
one of the smaller provinces, but later people from Punjab, too, began to 
become prime ministers. Pir Sahib said that President Zia will step down 

from his extension of service. He will retire from the army and become an 
immigrant. Since he is not a Punjabi but only an immigrant, the prime 
minister can also be chosen from Punjab. When asked what his reaction would 
be if he were offered the prime ministership in his capacity as a Sindhi 
politician, he replied that he was absolutely not prepared to suffer political 
martyrdom. When asked if apart from himself and Mr Jatoi there was any other 
personality who could be made prime minister, he said that there were after 
all Mir Ali Ahmad Talpur and Mr Barvi. When his attention was drawn to the 
point that he had many followers in Sind, he asked how many followers Zulfigqar 
Ali Bhutto had when he was made a minister by Sikander Mirza. In answer to a 
question, he wondered when he asked that Mr Jatoi be made the prime minister; 
it is the press that says that. When we are talking of a fourth martial law, 
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what sensible person would accept the offer of prime ministership? As for 
Asghar Khan, a man who would be the prime minister is not kept under house 
arrest. Any one who gets himself arrested every now and then might also get 
the assembly arrested. Pir Pagara said that the new national assembly will 

be the supreme institution in the country. If there are no politicians and 

no political parties how will this body qualify to be the national assembly? 

It is for the press to find out which ministry this supreme body will have 

to deal with so that both you and we can establish rapport with it. An 
election is for political parties or for a political system. It has a 

purpose. From our point of view, this is not an election in the real sense 

but only a vote about personalities. Pir Pagara made it clear that in the 

eyes of the Muslim League next year's elections are not political elections 

but only "practice." Elections will be in 1987, for which the Muslim League 
has already given a pledge. We are and we will remain the only true 

political opposition. Those who joined the cabinet did not do so in their 
political capacity but only for the experience. We took part in the referendum 
so that our voters should get practice for the next elections. When the third 
martial law ends and the fourth begins, people will come to realize how far 

MRD people are their well-wishers. Pir Paraga said that the success of 
President Zia in the referendum is largely due to MRD, which in fact is in 
collusion with the government. To a question, he said that by boycotting 

the referendum, the MRD proved that it was dead. It confirmed my view that 
MRD is nothing but a "bathroom." It is fond of holding meetings, but what 

is the good of meetings? Meetings are also held at the United Nations, but 
what good comes out of them? If MRD were really interested in intensifying 
the political process, it should not have boycotted the referendum. When it 
adopted the politics of "no" on every issue, then on whose behalf was the 
boycott of the referendum undertaken? In fact, it should have taken advantage 
of the atmosphere generated by the referendum, and it should have told the 
Election Commission that at the time of polling its representatives should 
also be present. As a result, votes could have been challenged and the angels 
put in trouble. He said the old practices of 1973 ended with the imposition 
of a constitution and attempts to revive it are a waste of time. If there 

has to be a proposal for restoring the constitution then why not propose 
restoration of the older model, the constitution of 1956. He said that on 
coming to power, the Muslim League will enforce a new constitution. [t will 
not get bogged down in old controversies. 
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PAKISTAN 


POLITICIANS, PRESS SHARE BLAME FOR FAILURE OF FREEDOMS 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 1 Jan 85 p 3 


[Article by Irshad Ahmad Haqqani: "Disagreement Between the Politicians and 
the Press" ] 


[Excerpt] Retired Air Marshal Asghar Khan, leader of the defunct Tahrik-e 
Istiqlal, complained recently that our press is not free and that journalists 
lack courage. He said that since these people lack the guts to report the 
truth, he would in the future give interviews only to the reporters of the 
foreign press. One newspaper has taken exception to the air marshal's remarks 
and posed a counterattack by asking him what the politicians stated that when 
the politicians are in power they begin to clamor for the freedom of the 
press. This counterattack is quite valid against other politicians but since 
the air marshal has never so far been in power, we cannot accuse him of gagging 
the press. We can only guess what his attitude would be if he ever became a 
part of the government. From our long experience of the brutal repression 
exercised by those in the government, we hope that the air marshal's attitude 
would be a little better than that of the ones the newspaper has complained 
against. It is a fact that at no time in this country have those at the helm 
given due respect to the freedoms of the press andof speech. There have been 
some sort of restrictions on freedom of the press at every period in our 
history. Perhaps it would be truer to say that the worst sort of restrictions 
have always existed, and on rare occasions these were relaxed a little. The 
press is no doubt a great force, but "great force’ is a relative term. When 

a great force has to face a greater force, the great force becomes a smal] 
force. When the country is being ruled by an all-powerful regime, with 
unlimited prerogatives, neither the press nor any other institution cannot 
show its power, especially when the press cannot present a united front owing 
to internal rivalries and factions. 


It is true that like any other institution in the country, the press has its 
own share of faults, but it is unfair to single out the press and call it the 
culprit. The politicians have their faults and the government has its vested 
interests. This society is the sum total of all that we have made it. If it 
is to be reformed, everybody belonging to every institution wil! have to play 
his part in rebuilding it. If politicians talk about freedom of speech and 
the press when they are out of power and begin to advocate "constructive" 
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and "responsible" criticism when they assume power, the traditions of freedom 
of the press and of speech cannot take root. No elements in our nation 

have done justice to this country, and none is above blame. The more powerful 
a class of people is the more far-reaching effects its decisions will have on 

the country. Those at the helm have not done their duty to the country, hence 
the nation is not where it should be. The journalists and the politicians are 
in the same boat. It is no use blaming each other. The politicians want the 

journalists to fight their battles for them, while the journalists expect 


politicians to do things that under the present circumstances are not in 
their power to do. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-0: 
28 February 1! 


PAKISTAN 


POLITICIANS’ COMPLAINTS AGAINST NEWSPAPERS DEBATED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 29 Dec 84 p 6 
[Editorial: '"Politician's Complaint Against Newspapers’ ] 


[Text] While addressing a meeting in Lahore in connection with Quaid-e Azam's 
birthday, two leaders of the MRD, Nawabzadah Nasrullah Khan and Malik Mohammad 
Qasim, made the newspapers a target of strong criticism. Issuing a sort of 
warning in their complaint, they said that the newspapers claim that they are 
under pressure, but the politicians are being pressured, too. We also know 
how to boycott. However, we do not wish to take this step right now. The 
only thing we ask of the newspapers is that if they cannot publish our news, 
they should also refrain from publishing the administration's news. 


This complaint of these politicians is not something new or strange. These 
days, they are advancing on the path to a boycott. They are also boycotting 
the political process, which according to the confrontational situations, 
demands to actions of prudence and forbearance. At first they boycotted the 
referendum, and now they are indicating they may boycott the forthcoming 
elections. However, it does not seem improper to say that even if they are 
not responsible for all of the conditions they are complaining so bitterly 
about, so their part in bringing them about also cannot be ignored. If this 
is not an irony, what is it? The same administration that they advise the 
newspapers not to publish news about, when it was initially welcomed included 
their nominated representatives as ministers. The other basic but extremely 
essential matter being overlooked by Nawabzadah Sahib is that our history of 
politics, despite a very lengthy struggle for the restoration of democracy, 
has been, along with the indiscretions, selfishness and unprincipledness of 
the politicians, a very tormenting story of the willfulness also of the rulers 
of the time. If the movement whose important leader Nawabzadah is today ever 
gets an opportunity to come into power, its course of action and mode of 
conduct will be the same as the one he is severely criticizing today. The 
major part of this movement consists of that former ruling party during whose 
rule the treatment given to politicians of the opposition, to say nothing of 
the newspapers, was such that even the word "impermissible" seems too gentle 
for it. In view of the kind of elements that comprise this party, and the 
ideology it espouses, it can be said without any fear of refutation that if it 
attains the reins of power, the country and the people will certainly suffer. 
Nawabzadah Sahib is participating and cooperating with it for the sake of 
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restoring democracy, but instead of bearing in mind its basic and distinctive 
values and practices, the party will pursue only one goal, and that will be 
revenge! Otherwise, there will be a repetition of that very exploitation that 
had become customary to it during its former reign. 


Like these politicians, even more than them, is the complaint lodged by the 
founder of the Tahrik-e Istiqlal, Air Marshal (Retired) Asghar Khan. He claims 
that Pakistan's newspapers do not enjoy freedom. They lack courage and they 
cannot publish accurate news. In the future, therefore, he will not grant any 
interviews to the Pakistani newspapers. Instead, he will talk to foreign news- 
paper representatives only. We are unable to say how much truth and reality 
are behind the words attributed to Mr Asghar Khan. Nevertheless, these words, 
to great extent, reflect his temperament and nature or disposition, which he 
has demonstrated since entering active politics the last 15 to 16 years. As 

a believer in democracy and as an important flag-bearer of the opposition, he 
has fought back with all kinds of extremes, with great courage and bravery. 

In his book "Generals in Politics," he has also described in great detail the 
extremely unlawful treatment he received during the reign of the former ruling 
party. During the current administration's era, too, he has spent more than 5 
years under house arrest. Nevertheless, with regard to the complaint he has 
lodged with the Pakistani newspapers, it does not seem unjustified to say that 
"If someone makes an unreasonable complaint to you, it is essential for you to 
act wisely."" He has also accomplished his passion for journalism by publishing 
a periodical called AZAD. If he still has any regrets, why doesn't he acquire 
leadership of his party organ HAIDER? Now with regard to Mr Malik Mohammad 
Qasim's remark, it seems sufficient to say that he received his initial political 
training and upbringing under the shadow of the personal dictatorship of the 
late Ayub Khan. Later on, he, too, no doubt suffered many hardships, the major 
element of which was the "kindness" of the former ruling party, for whose 
campaign to demand democracy he acts as a spokesman today. 


If the role played by the newspapers in Pakistan does not inspire pride, they 
are not so defective and inferior either that they can be held responsible 

for every wrongdoing or that only the politicians can claim to be successful 

in touting democracy. Ina newly independent and developing country like 
Pakistan, as a result of obstructions that have been inflicted on the democratic 
political process for various reasons, the newspapers have had to face much more 
difficulties than the politicians. This pattern continues. In short, it can 
be said that due to these circumstances and difficulties, the newspapers have 
been held more responsible than is justified for the weakenss and helplessness 
that national politics faces today. Looking at the 37-year history of Pakistan, 
we see that only during the initial era of Quaid-e Azam and then during the 
period of the late Chaudhri Mohammed Ali and the martyr Hussain Seharwardi was 
the existence of the newspapers tolerated. Their criticisms also were endured. 
In all other eras, the newspapers were advised to "write positive and construc- 
tive criticism" only. As 1 penalty for not obeying orders, the newspapers 

were always made a target of punishment and revenge. The newspapers do not 
function in a vacuum; they strive to meet their responsibilities in the 
environment and atmosphere that is created jointly by the rulers of the time 

and opposing politicians. The thing that is most striking about their course 











of action is not that they fall short but that they lack tolerance. The 

rulers would like to be lauded and acclaimed in all things and have no news 
about the opposition published. Their opposition, on the other hand, expects 
that in all circumstances they should be granted full and unconditional support 
and patronage. Every wrong policy of theirs should be defended, and every 
meaningless statement of theirs should be outlined in detail. The problem 

that this bilateral and strong pressure of opposite expectations has created 
for the newspapers can be felt but not described. The newspapers, however, 
under such unfavorable conditions, continue to try to perform their duty. 
Whatever effort is being made to fill, to some extent, the huge vacuum that 

has been created in national life due to the gap in the democratic political 
process, which has resulted in the nonexistence and unauthorization of basic 
institutions--the parliament, a free judiciary, political parties, etc.--it 

is limited to the newspapers alone. At present, only the newspapers, by 
identifying the people's problems and deprivations (according to their 
traditions, courage, audacity and belief), are also interpreting their feelings 
as well. Properly enough, the "democratic-minded" politicians who complain 
against the role of the newspapers, have their complaints, too, brought before 
the people through the very newspapers that they declare to be at fault; it is 
these politicians who deserve to be beheaded. 
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JORS -NNA -B') 30 
23 #obruary 1935 


PAKISTAN 


FREE ELECTIONS IN INDIA, SEEN ON TV, BRING ENVY 
Karachi JANG in Urdu 1 Jan 85 p 3 
[Abdul Qadir column: "Nonpolitical Affairs": "When Will I Dance With Glee?"] 


[Excerpt] People in Lahore can watch Indian TV when something special is 
happening in India. I, too, committed that "sin" by watching Jallundhar TV 
during the Indian elections. For a sensitive Pakistani like me it was enviable 
to see the elections taking place according to the normal rules of democracy. 
The voters were at liberty to vote for whomever they thought fit to head their 
government. These voters had helped to defeat Indira Gandhi, and now they 
were giving her inexperienced son a landslide victory. This is the most 
attractive thing about democracy. Such elections make a nation strong and 
invincible. I watched Indian TV and my heart bled for my countrymen who 

have been deprived of the right to vote as they see fit. I wished we had a 
government that was established by our choice and worked for our good. We 
would be proud of such a government and would be glad to make sacrifices 

for it. Now look at what is happening in our country. I am told that there 

is a shortage of electric power, hence some parts of the city will be without 
electric power for some hours. I do not mind having darkenss in my house if 

it would help to light up some other part of my country. The newspapers publish 
the schedule of electric outages in different areas. I gladly schedule my own 
activities accordingly. According to the notice published by WAPDA, there was 
to be a power outage in our area between 11] and 12 am. But this outage was 
canceled and another scheduled without notice. When I telephoned to ask them 
about the new schedule, I was told that the electricity would come and go at 
intervals. I asked them at what intervals, but they gave me no answer. Hence 
this article was written in three sittings, and my ideas became quite dis- 
connected. All this leads me to suppose that perhaps we have lost the capacity 
for doing anything competently. How can we manage elections which need a lot 
more self-restraint and a sense of responsibility? 





The success of our opponents and our own weakenss make my heart sore. Both 
countries got their freedom together. One got democracy and the other cannot 
even schedule electricity outages. Indian TV seemed to be trying to make 

me feel jealous. Sometimes they showed me the polling booths, and sometimes 
they took me inside the TV studios where the experts compared the current 
elections with those that took place 4 years before. They were telling us 


113 














that a candidate that made his opponent lose his earnest money in the last 
elections lost his own earnest money in this election. During the elections, 
the Indian media explained the political situation in India. They hid nothing. 
I faced it all bravely and asked myself what would we say about our past 
elections if we ever have one in the future? What will we talk about? We 
have no past elections. 


When the elections were over the time for merry-making came. The newly 
elected prime minister said that the public had voted for the Indian Congress, 
which was founded a century ago this year. This, he said, was not the last 
day of the last century, but the first day of the next century. Then I saw 
the Indians dance in the streets, gardens and marketplaces. Young men were 
happy at their success. Flags were being distributed, and there was a scene 
of universal greetings. I had to watch all this with a heavy heart. I was 
asking myself one question: when will my countrymen dance with glee from 
Taurkham to Karachi? When will the people of Punjab, the Frotier, Sind and 
Baluchistan dance together, their innocent hearts rid of the misunderstandings | 
caused by not voting together for such a long time. When will the followers 

of one religion bow before God and voice the same prayer? Is all that I am 
saying a mere hallucination or can it be translated into reality? We are 

going to have elections, too, and I too should have an opportunity for dancing. 
How long will we see only others dance? How long will the green-eyed monster 
of jealousy gnaw at our hearts? It should end now. We should either join the 
nations that are strong and self-sufficient or prepare ourselves for extinction, 
for that is the verdict of history. 
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JPRS-NEA-85-030 
28 February 1985 


PAKISTAN 


INEFFECTIVE STEPS TO CONTROL BRIBERY CRITICIZED 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 28 Dec 84 p 2 
[Editorial: "Bribery and Our Society] 


[Text] Ever since the results of the referendum have been made public, we have 
been hearing that now the curse of bribery will be controlled. But what dif- 
ference can the referendum make? Was the Islamic penal ordinance not in effect 
before that? When that ordinance was enacted, people expected the crimes to 
come down in number because of the severity of the punishment. First of all, 
the police misunderstood the ordinance and misused it. As for the Islamic 
punishment, only lashing was adopted. No thief had his hand chopped off and 
no adulterer was stoned. Even when these crimes had been proved, the punish- 
ment given in the ordinance was not imposed, and the public has not been given 
any explanation for this. According to many Muslim ecclesiastics, the purpose 
of lashing is only to humiliate the culprit, whereas the current method of 
lashing may even kill a person. The way some Islamic punishment is and is 

not imposed makes the whole thing extremely suspicious. Above all, Islamic 
punishment should not be given improperly, because that would establish an 
erroneous tradition for the future. Hazrat Omar did not say his prayers in 

a church because he did not want it to become a custom for posterity. The 
curse of bribery came when Pakistan was created, and it has eaten into every 
institution like a blight. Different regimes have tried to uproot it, some 
with strong and others with weaker measures, but all have failed, and now 

this curse has spread farther than ever. 


The present regime also admits that the problem exists. But how is it to 

be solved? If Islam does not specify a punishment for bribery, can we not 

find one by innovation? Islamic ecclesiastics should get together and by 
consensus decide on a punishment for bribery. It would be a good idea to 
punish both those who give and those who receive bribes. Punishment should 

be compulsory, and no nepotism should be allowed. History tells us that 
societies blighted by favoritism were destroyed. Peoples' doubts about Islamic 
punishment are not unfounded. Such doubts have been raised partly by the wrong 
spirit of lashing the culprits and partly because the punishment of an amputated 
hand and stoning has not been imposed on thieves and adulterers. People are 
also dissatisfied because the regime did not fulfill its promise of outlawing 
interest completely. Some steps have been taken it is true, but the nation 
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is waiting for the time when interest will be abolished even on the foreign 
loans. Pakistan will not have to pay any interest at all. Of course, this 
great aim can be achieved only after numerous hurdles are overcome, and it 
will take time. Some difficulties will arise when [slamic punishment is 
enacted. But when done with sincerity, even the most difficult tasks become 
easy. 
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JPRS -NHA -35 -030 
23 Fobruary 193 


PAKISTAN 


STUDENTS STUDY [EN RUSSTA TLLEGALLY, FIND NO JOBS ON RETURN 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 8 Dec 84 p 3 


'Article by Mukhtar Hasan: "State of Affairs--Jobs Cannot Be Obtained in 
Pakistan With Russian Degrees" ] 


ffext! There are at present 5,500 Pakistani students in Russia and this 
number does not include those who are studying legally in Russia on various 
scholarships. Of the students who have gone to Russia illegally, more than 
3,000 are from the North West Frontier Province; the remaining 2,500 come from 
the other three provinces and a few are Baluch. The number of these students 
increases each year and at present the number of Pakistani students going 
voluntarily to Russia exceeds the number of Afghan students under subjugation 
to Russia who go, or rather are forced to go, to Russia. [In the near future, 
the number of Pakistani students in Russia may double and even treble and pave 
the way for the grand finale. 


Scores of Pakistani students who went to Russia voluntarily 5 or 6 years ago 
have now returned, but their Russian degrees have not helped them find jobs. 
Pakistan uses Western technology, it is different from the Russian, which is 
regarded as less advanced by international standards. The question that arises 
is this: By installing the steel mill in Karachi, Pakistan has opend the door 
to Russian technology, and in this connection, a large number of Pakistanis has 
zone to Russia; in the future as well there should be no obstacles to their 
zoing to that country. Why, then, is the Russian Government encouraging 
Pakistani students to go to Russia illegally by way of Afghanistan? 


Russia is not a member of the free world; it is a communist country hidden 
behind an iron curtain. On the recommendation of individuals in contact with 
Russia, Pakistani students reach Kabul in the first stage of their journey. 

[he Karmal government arranges for their temporary stay and the Russian 

embassy in Kabul sends them to Russia. Traveling through war-torn Afghanistan 
to Kabul is the first stage[?]; but it is not possible for the students to reach 
Russia without the permission of the Russian Government and the existence of a 
regular program. The Russian Government cannot say that the students reach 
Russia on their own or that the Russian Government has no part in the matter. 


The important point to be noted about these students who have gone to Russia 
is that most of them belong to influential families of the upper middle and 














higher classes. In nontribal areas of the North West Frontier Province, the 
Punjab and the frontier provinces, only youths of families who can support 
them in this wrong behavior can dare to undertake this adventure. These 
families have contacts outside and inside the government who can arrange 
for the mistakes committed by their youths to be overlooked. Youths of 
upper class families who graduate in the third division and who lack the 
qualifications to pursue higher studies in technology in their own country 
usually succumb to the temptation to obtain higher education in Russia. 
Students from tribal areas enjoy greater privileges compared with students 
from other parts of Pakistan and are able to enter institutions of higher 
education even with a third division pass. But not all the students from 
tribal areas succeed in doing so. 


Only a few of the students who go to Russia do so for ideological reasons. 
The practical education and training in communism given to these few 
ideologically inclined and the non-ideological students is a matter to be 
considered. However, communism is on the decline. It is propped up only 
by its military strength and is no longer capable of an ideological attack. 
It can only launch military attacks; and it can use our students in Russia 
as an "advance guard” for such an attack. It cannot use them for any 
ideological propaganda. 


When these students who have gone to Russia illegally return to Pakistan, 
they will not find any jobs. Since they left the country without passports, 
they will not be able to present any legal proof [?] for their Russian 
degrees. Their educational credentials will be regarded with suspicion 

for example, they might be suspected of having obtained their degrees by 
fraud in Pakistan. Second, even if these degrees have been obtained by 
going to Russia illegally, there is still no reason to believe that the 
students possessing the certificates have actually acquired educational 

and technical knowledge. They could have been given these degrees under 
the same political program of the Russian Government that allowed them to 
stay illegally in Russia without passports. These students will thus find 
it very difficult to obtain jobs in Pakistan or any other country of the 
free world with their degrees. 


It is at this junctrue that these students who have studied illegally in 
Russia will provide fuel for conspiracy and subversion and will perforce 
become Russia's "advance guards.” Students studying illegally in Russia 
have not as yet returned in any great numbers; but those who have returned 
are unable to find jobs and are beginning to experience the frustration the 
depth of which they had not imagined when they left for Russia a few years 
before or while they lived there. Added to all this is the fact that some 
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of these students have returned with Russian and East European wives. Russian 


planners are allowing Pakistani students some latitude in marrying Russian 
girls. This is a different matter, but the interesting point is that while 
students with Russian degrees can find no work, their wives are able to find 
jobs of one kind or anotrer. All these things add to the frustration of the 
students who have studied in Russia. 








Now that the students are beginning to return from Russia and are unable to 
find jobs in universities and educational institutions, one can hear the soft 
murmurings of the pro-Soviet lobby saying that these youths wlio have obtained 
degrees illegally in Russia should not be discriminated against. So far, 

those who have obtained degrees in higher education from Russia have not 
Started coming back in large numbers; but if students continue to go to Russia, 
it is possible that in the next 2 or 3 years the thousands who have gone there 
will return and pressure from influential families to find jobs for their 
unemployed youths will increase. The uncles, fathers and older brothers of 
these youths with degrees illegally obtained in Russia will have to find a 
means of livlihood for them; and thus these young men with Russian degrees will 
establish the first beachhead of the "advance guard" in Pakistan's educational, 
industrial and administrative institutions. 


How useful will these Russian-educated youths prove for the country? After 
Afghanistan's recent experience, no other country needs any further object 
lessons. The earlier African experience should have provided a sufficient 
lesson. Boatloads of African students were taken to Moscow, given degrees 
and dumped back home. Of course, Pakistani students educated in Russia can 
be placed in responsible administrative and other posts in Afghanistan, since 
the continuing participation of educated Afghan youth in the resistance move- 
ment has created a severe shortage of manpower. Pushtu-speaking Pakistani 
students can be easily appointed to jobs in Afghanistan's Pushtun areas, 
while other Pakistani students who have a knowledge of the Russian Language 
can be used to fill office jobs not involved with public relations. All this 
is not mere conjecture but based on evidence. 


Barat Khan Achkazai was an important polii‘zal personality in Chaman, the 
frontier district of Baluchistan's Pashtun area, and its surrounding territory. 
The Achkazai tribe lives on both sides of the long border between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. The pro-Soviet coup d'etat in Afghanistan and the Russian armed 
aggression brought about a radical psychological change in Barat Achkazai. He 
was related by blood and tribal ties to the Mohammad Zai Durani Afghan kings 
and was thus among the former Afghan king's circle of friends. Hence, he may 
have been guilty of a few mistakes; but his sword was always drawn for the 
Jihad of the Afghans and he was a staunch supporter of the Afghan struggle. 
Last year he was martyred in the Kuzhak valley while traveling in his car 

from Chaman to Quetta. A short time before Achkazai's death, this writer 

had a long meeting with him in the office of the Chaman municipal committee. 
He said that during Taraki's term of office, when the Afghan people's 
resistance was still in its infancy, it was becoming increasingly difficult 
for the pawns brought by Russia to handle the administration in Afghanistan, 
Hafizullah Amin sent a message to an important leader in the Pashtun area of 
Baluchistan asking him to send some 2,000 or 2,500 Pakistani youths to 
Afghanistan who would then be appointed as officials in administrative and 
other posts. Barat Achkazai said that this leader, who was always shouting 
the slogan of "Pashtun," could not persuade even 10 or 20 young men to go to 
Afghanistan. Hafizullah Amin, who assumed the post of premier in March 1979, 
was still waiting for socialist- and nationalist-minded youths from among 
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Pakistani Pashtuns when he became president in September of that year. He 
sent the same request to tribal groups connected with the Afghan Government 
as well as to nationalist leaders of the Pashtuns of Pakistan, but he got 
nothing from Pakistan's Pashtuns. 


One of the mistaken policies of the federal Ministry of Education is the 

plan to limit opportunities for higher education as a result of which 
admissions to medical colleges have been reduced. Institutions of technical 
education are threatened with similar reductions. Under the present con- 
ditions, immediate measures of an emergency nature should be undertaken. 
Higher education and technical training should be made available to everyone. 
The expenses incurred will be much less than the money we will have to spend 
to ensure the safety and integrity of the country if our young men should go 
over to the enemy. It would be to our advantage if a few young men without 
suitable qualifications but with the desire for higher education should choose 
to waste a few years for their own satisfaction, then leave to join other 
educational endeavors, rather than go over permanently to the enemy, voluntarily 
go to Russia without legal permission and return as volunteers for Russia. 
Our suggested step should be the first positive one to be undertaken. 
Administrative measures will have to be taken as well, the most important of 
which will be to launch a publicity campaign throughout the country informing 
the people that the education diplomas of individuals who leave without pass- 
ports and official permission to study in foreign countries will not be 
accepted in Pakistan. Pakistani students should be recalled from Russia 

and arrangements made for their education in Pakistan. All this will be 
possible only when positive steps are taken not only administratively but in 
the field of education as well. 
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